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I’m sure many of you have had the experience of taking a trip with an  

impatient child in the back seat of the car who keeps asking, “Are we there 

yet?” “How much longer?” That was me as a child.  Whenever my family 

would start out somewhere in the car and I was along for the ride, so eager 

was I to reach the destination, that when we had to stop for a traffic light, I 

would rock back and forth in my seat, and chant, “Let’s go,” ‘Let’s go,” “Let’s 

go!” until we started moving again. Patience was not a virtue my father  

possessed in abundance, so I’m sure he threatened to take the palm of his 

hand to my backside more than once to get me to shut up. Things haven’t 

changed that much for me as an adult, especially when I get caught up in 

heavy traffic. Thus, in some ways moving to Atlanta was probably ill advised. 

 

We are embarking once again on a journey through the season of Lent.  We 

have a tendency to consider our Lenten destination to be Easter, when  sin, 

grief, failure, and all things dark are swallowed up by resurrection and joy.  

But I would like you to consider that Lent, like faith itself, is not about the 

destination, but it is all about the journey, and what happens along the way.   

 

Arguably the story of faith in the Bible is a collection of journeys.  There’s the 

journey of Abraham from Ur of the Chaldeans to the land of promise,  

following an unknown God who promises him that he and his wife will  

become the parents of a great nation one day.  Then there’s the trip taken by 

the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt through the wilderness to arrive in 

their promised land.  The Lord makes no bones about the 40-year sojourn in 

the wilderness being  a time for testing the meddle of his people to prepare 

them for their eventual arrival in the promised land.  Once Israel becomes a 

nation they will make the journey from destruction into exile and then back 

home again.  Jesus begins his ministry with a 40 day pilgrimage through the 

wilderness, during which he fasts and is tested by the devil.  This is a journey 

of preparation that is modeled after the 40 year journey his people took  

centuries before through the wilderness.  Then there is the journey Jesus’ 

disciples make with him to Jerusalem, the fateful events of Holy Week and 

Easter.  This prepares them for many of the tests and hardships they will face 

carrying on Jesus’ mission after he ascends.   

 

This is the type of journey Lent is intended to be.  The journey comes to an 

end with Easter.  Still the point is not to have a destination, the point is the 

journey itself. Lent is a time of rigorous self-examination, beginning with Ash 

Wednesday when we acknowledge publicly that we are sinners and we are 

mortal, by the wearing of a cross made of ashes.  The period that follows is a 



 

 

time of self-honesty, during which we identify those areas of our lives where 

growth is needed.  Such honesty with ourselves and others is not without its 

consequences.  It can be painful, fraught with obstacles and challenges, as 

well as  temptations from the one who doesn’t want to see us grow to  

become more like Christ.  And if we are faithful to this journey of Lent, and 

we do the hard, often unpleasant work of self-examination, I have found 

that we are better prepared to celebrate Easter as a time of renewal, new 

life and new possibilities. 

 

So with this article and with our service on Ash Wednesday I invite you to 

observe a holy and meaningful Lent.  We have a number of offerings to help 

you with this journey.  We will once again be observing mid-week  

Wednesday services throughout Lent.  We also have the small groups  

getting underway again in which participants will read a book entitled, I 

Have Faith, But I have Questions, which I am confident will spawn some 

meaningful discussion as well as fellowship among those who take part.  

Our hope is that this will facilitate personal growth in faith, as well as 

strengthening our congregation as a whole.  

 

This journey of faith you are on, began at your baptism, and it can be a 

wearying journey, but we do not make it alone.  We have a God who 

through his “goodness and mercy” shall accompany us “all the days of our 

lives” (Psalm 23).  And when you are tempted, as we all sometimes are, to 

cry out, “Are we there yet?” you will already know the answer to the  

question. There is no such thing as arrival, it’s all about trip, and the  

experiences we have on the way, until as that ancient prayer says, “the 

shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, the 

fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in your mercy, grant 

us a safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last.” 

 

Then, at last we can trade our tent in for one of the dwelling places in the 

Father’s house that has been prepared for us. 



 

 

SMALL GROUPS 
 As of Sunday, March 10, we have a sign-up sheet with the names of some 15  

people who are eager to take part in the small groups.  We have about five people who 

have agreed to serve as hosts.  We have ordered the books.  So now what remains is to 

establish the groups, and choose meeting nights.  Our hope is that we will be able to 

begin small group meetings within the next few weeks.  It is certainly not too late for 

you to take part, even if you have not signed up before now.  Just please speak to Bob 

MacKinnon or Pastor Mike about it, and we will make sure you are placed in a group.  

May this be an enlightening and growing experience for all who take part! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LENTEN PREVIEW 

• Our Lenten Journey gets underway with an Ash Wednesday service at the church on 

Wednesday, March 6 at 7:00 p.m. So GET YOUR ASH IN CHURCH! 

• Also, Pastor Mike will be providing ashes to commuters on the morning of Ash 

Wednesday.  He will be assisted by Wayne Linke, who will act as an advanced man, 

holding out a sign inviting drivers to pull into the church drive way to receive ashes, 

and prayer, on their way to wherever they happen to be going. 

• Mid-Week Lenten Suppers at the church, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  People attending the 

meals are invited to bring something light and simple to share to observe Lent, like 

soup and sandwiches.  Following the meal there will be a mid-week service in the 

sanctuary from about 7:15 to 7:30. The mid-week services will feature the beloved 

musical  

setting of “Holden Evening Prayer” as well as skits once again written by Pastor Mike 

and acted by members of Amazing Grace.  Please join us on Wednesdays throughout 

Lent! 

• To help set the environment for worship throughout Lent there will be a special wall of 

crosses on display.  We will take some of the crosses from the basement, and we are 

inviting people to bring in wall crosses they own to share with the church throughout 

Lent.  This will allow AGLC members to have a role in preparing the setting for our 

Sunday and mid-week worship.  So please bring in crosses from your home to display 

on our wall of crosses! 

• Fellowship time during Lent will dispense with the high calorie deserts, such as donuts 

and cakes, and feature simple snacks, such as cheese and crackers, fruits, and  

bottled water.  Lent of course is a time of self-denial, and that will be reflected in the 

fellowship foods that will be provided before and after worship, with one exception… 

• The fourth Sunday of Lent this year will feature the story of the “Prodigal Son,” and 

the “Parable of the Lost Sheep.”  Both of these parables conclude with a party being 



 

 

thrown to celebrate the one that was lost being found.  So we will observe this  

Sunday, with a Lenten tradition known as “Refreshment Sunday.’  Thus, the Fourth 

Sunday in Lent, which is approximately the midway point of this journey, will be  

observed by throwing a party!  If this sounds odd to you and even inappropriate.  

Please consider that even during Lent, Sundays are observed as a day of  

Resurrection! So we will come to church on the fourth Sunday of Lent above all to 

celebrate the blessing of God’s grace and love reflected in these beloved parables 

told by Jesus! 

• Lent of course climaxes with our observance of Holy Week.  We will observe Palm 

Sunday with a grand parade outside, weather permitting (pray for a dry Sunday).  

This year we will be observing the Great Three Days” differently than in the past.  

We are excited to announce that AGLC will be joining with All Saints Lutheran 

Church for worship on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday!  On Maundy Thursday we 

have been invited to go to All Saints, where Pastor Mike has been invited to preach, 

and we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper with our sister congregation on this most sa-

cred  

occasion.  Not to worry though, Good Friday will be at our place, and we will have 

our traditional dramatic Good Friday service!  The members of All Saints will be  

invited to join us.  More logistical details, such as the possibility of joining forces  

musically for these services still need to be worked out, so stay tuned for further  

announcements concerning this collaboration! 

• Easter will be celebrated without any change of worship schedule.  We will hold to 

the same two worship times of 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.  There will be no Sunday school 

on Easter.  There are some surprises on the way for Easter though, that we will keep 

under wraps.  But we hope they will be exciting and meaningful for the congregation 

and will help accentuate our celebration of Easter! 

 

 

Please enjoy these photos taken of the recent 

Jr. Youth and Youth Fellowship outing at 

Brunswick Lanes!  [Include photos] 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 Weekly Ministries at Amazing Grace: 
Prayer Discernment Group, meets on the 2nd & the 4th Mondays of the 

month in the Sanctuary @ 7 pm 

 

Piano Class, meets on every Friday @ 5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Good Old Guys Group, meets every Tuesday at the Bethesda Park  

Senior Center @ 11 am 

 

Pastor-led Bible Study, meets on the 1st, 3rd & 4th Tuesdays of the 

month in the Fellowship Hall @ 6:30 pm 

 

Alleluia Girls Bible Study, will resume every Wednesday starting on 

September 29 @ 9:30 am 

 

Homework Help, meets every Wednesday in the Fellowship Hall @ 5:30 

pm 

 

Men's Barnabas Reunion Group, meets every Thursday in the Youth 

Room @ 7 pm 

 

NA Group, meets every Thursday in the Fellowship Hall @ 7:30 pm 

 

Men's Breakfast, meets every Friday @ the IHOP on Hwy 29 @ 8:00 am 



 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Please join us for Ash Wednesday worship this Wednesday, March 6 @ 7 pm. Next week 

we begin Lent dinner @ 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring a side dish to share 

with the group. Lent Worship begins @ 7:15 after the dinner. 

 

Beginning next Wednesday, March 13,  

please join us for our Lenten Soup & Sandwich  

Dinners @ 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall  

  

        Following dinner, please join us in worship  

@ 7:15 pm for Lenten Worship.   

 

 

We will be using the Holden  

Evening Prayer service and a  

message will be presented 

through skits written by Pastor 

Mike entitled, “ Holy Week Tours!”  

  

Lenten Dinners and Worship will 

be on these dates: 

March 13 

March 20 

March 27 

April 3 

April 10 

  



 

 

 

Name Birthday 

Inez Nesbitt 3/1 

Gary Kart 3/5 

Martha Wroolie  3/5 

Benjamin Linke  3/6 

Robert Schwartz Jr.  3/7 

John Spearman  3/9 

Lisa Larsen-Moss   3/11 

Terry Plaster  3/13 

Bernadette Burtt  3/16 

Jennifer Hernandez  3/16 

Emma Ladd-Thomas  3/16 

Sue Hoefler  3/18 

Duncan Johnson  3/23 

Eduardo Diaz  3/24 

Francine Nabintu  3/25 

Charles Stubbs  3/25 

Lawson Conner  3/27 

Linda Schwartz  2/28 

  

  

  

  



 

 

 Lutheran Men's Softball League Schedule  

Date Description 

10-Mar Informal Practice-Arcado Elem. 

17-Mar Games at Briscoe Park Snellville  

24-Mar Games at Briscoe Park Snellville  

31-Mar Games at Briscoe Park Snellville  

7-Apr Games at Briscoe Park Snellville  

14-Apr Games at Briscoe Park Snellville  

28-Apr Games at Briscoe Park Snellville  

19-May Rain Out Make Up Day 

2-Jun Tournament 

9-Jun Tournament 

 

 

VISITATION MINISTRY 
The Visitation Ministry would like to Sincerely Thank the Anonymous AGLC Member who 

generously blessed our Ministry with 2 New Portable Communion Sets.   They were 

needed and will truly be a blessing to our Homebound Members.    Thank You!!!  

********** 

 

 

Like last year, there will be very large Easter Cards for our Homebound Members on the 

tables in the Narthex.   AGLC Members, please write a note & sign these cards.    The 

Homebound Members love them so much and re-read them over and over.  Thank 

you!!    The Visitation Ministry 

********** 



 

 

 



 

 

BLOOD DRIVE 

Blood Drive will be here again @ Amazing Grace Lutheran Church on March 10 from 9 

am to 1 pm. 

  

All Donors will receive a recognition item and a free cholesterol screening! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEATY MARCH 
The Lawrenceville Co-Op has been blessed with a well-stocked pantry for quite 

some time. There are items that have been donated in abundance; green beans, 

canned corn, and to a lesser extent sweet peas. I would like to propose that AGLC 

makes March MEATY March. There is always a need for canned meats at the  

co-op. Chicken, tuna, Spam, canned pork, canned beef, hams, beef stew. Any meats 

that can be stocked on the shelves. Let's all bring in cans of meat and place them 

in the pantry closet.  



 

 

LAWRENCEVILLE CO-OP 
We want to celebrate a recent $10,000 donation we received towards our building fund. 

This gift helped us reach the $30,000 mark that will allow us to receive $15,000 in 

matching funds from the Community Foundation of Northeast Georgia. This has  

motivated us to reach out to our community to move toward eliminating our debt. Why 

is this important? 

 

God has truly blessed us with our new facility and ministry partners. With our mortgage 

paid off, we will have additional funds in which to bless our clients and community. 

 

We are asking all our current supporters and potential new supporters to consider a 

monthly donation toward this effort. Any amount will help!  For example, if we had 

1,000 people donate $10/month for the next three years, we would be debt free. 

 

You can donate by mailing a check, through online banking, or by using PayPal (more 

information at http://www.lawrencevilleco-op.org/donate/). 

 We appreciate your continued support of our ministry. Please 

share.  #ittakesacommunity  

 

In the meantime, we are running low on our food  

donations and the number of clients being served is continuing to rise.  If you already 

have a Food Drive planned, please let us know that date. Also, it would be helpful, if 

you could add something in your communications asking for food donations to the  

Co-Op. Our website is updated weekly with the most needed items.  

 

Current Needed Food Items 

• OATMEAL 

• BAKED AND REFRIED BEANS 

• BROTH 

• CEREAL 

 

 

Most Needed Personal Care Items 

• LAUNDRY DETERGENT (SMALL SIZE) 

• DEODORANT 

• TAMPONS 

• SHAMPOO 



 

 

Hunger Walk/Run 
Sunday, April 28, 2019 

Gates open at noon. Walk and run begin at 2 p.m.  

Home Depot Backyard (adjacent to Mercedes-Benz Stadium) 

Fight hunger with Inspiritus, formerly Lutheran Services of Georgia, by registering for 

the 2019 Hunger Walk/Run. Each dollar raised will benefit Inspiritus, the Atlanta Com-

munity Food Bank, and hunger prevention efforts in your own community. This year’s 

Hunger Walk/Run will feature food trucks, kids activities, music and more leading up to 

the main event - a 5k walk through downtown Atlanta. 

 

 

Please visit this website to register or join a team: https://weinspirit.org/events  

 

https://weinspirit.org/events


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

1  8:00 am 

Men’s Group; 

5:00 pm Piano 

Class 

2 
 

3 8:30 Worship  

Service;  10 am  

Sunday School 

Hour; 11 am  

Worship Service  

4 

6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone  

Consort 

5  11 am Good 

Old Guys Meet; 

6:30 pm Bible 

Study 

6 9:30 am Alleluia 

Girls; 5:30 pm 

Homework Help; 

7:30 Ash Wednes-

day  ; 8 pm Choir 

 7 
7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group;  

7:30 pm NA Group  

8 

 8:00 am Men’s 

Group; 5:00 pm 

Piano Class 

9 
 

10 8:30 Worship  

Service;  9 am—1pm 

Blood Drive; 10 am  

Sunday School 

Hour; 11 am  

Worship Service  

11 

6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone  

Consort; 7:00 pm 

Prayer  

Discernment  Group 

12 

9:30 am Visitation 

Ministry; 11 am 

Good Old Guys 

Meet; 7:00 pm  

Council Meeting; 7 

pm Peachtree 

Band of Jazz 

 13  9:30 am 

Alleluia Girls; 5:30 

pm Homework 

Help; 6:30 Lenten 

Dinner 7:15 Lent 

Service; 8 pm Choir 

 14 

7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group; 

7:30 pm NA Group 

  

  

 15 

8:00 am Men’s 

Group; 5:00 pm 

Piano Class 

 16 

 

17 8:30 Worship  

Service;  10 am  

Sunday School 

Hour; 11 am  

Worship Service  

18 
6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone  

Consort 

19 11 am Good 

Old Guys Meet; 

6:30 pm Bible 

Study 

 

20 9:30 am  

Alleluia Girls; 5:30 

pm Homework 

Help; 6:30 Lenten 

Dinner 7:15 Lent 

Service; 8 pm Choir 

21 7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group; 

7:30 pm NA Group 

 

22 
8:00 am Men’s 

Group; 5:00 pm 

Piano Class 

23 
 

24 8:30 Worship  

Service;  10 am  

Sunday School 

Hour; 11 am  

Worship Service 

25 5:00 pm and 

6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone  

Consort; 7:00 pm 

Prayer Discernment  

Group 

26 
11 am Good Old 

Guys Meet; 6:30 

pm Bible Study 

27 9:30 am  

Alleluia Girls;  5:30 

pm Homework 

Help; 6:30 Lenten 

Dinner 7:15 Lent 

Service; 8 pm Choir 

28 
7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group; 

7:30 pm NA Group 

29 
8:00 am Men’s 

Group; 5:00 pm 

Piano Class 

30 

31 8:30 Worship  

Service;  10 am  

Sunday School ; 11 

am Worship Service 

 
   

  

 


