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RENEWABLE ENERGY 

But those who wait for the Lјћэ shall renew their strength,  they shall mount 

up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and 

not faint (Isaiah 40:31). 

 

Youôve all heard the term renewable energy.  You hear the words of the  

environmental prophets calling on us to invest in renewable energy sources, such as 

sunlight, wind, rain, geothermal energy to power our automobiles, provide light and heat 

for our homes.  The prophet Isaiah tells us that one source, in fact the source, of  

renewable energy is the Lord.  He is the one who is able to take a person who has fallen 

due to sin or illness or despair and raise him or her up on wings like an eagle, restore 

oneôs spent energies with an infusion of fresh hopes so that he or she can ñrun and not 

grow weary, walk and not grow faintò (Isaiah 40:31). 

 

Life has a way of wearing us all down.  Iôm certain I donôt have to count the ways 

for you. There are many ways we attempt to combat the wearing effects of life.  People 

do this through diet and exercise, attempt to reduce the stress through yoga and  

meditation techniques.  There is a husband and wife I know, both members of AGLC, 

who rather religiously tune in to a YouTube channel called, ñYoga with Adrienne,ò and 

they do the exercises together. In fact when I see them I will sometimes ask them, how 

Adrienne is doing?  Both of them bear witness to the health benefits of doing yoga.  

Together all these measures can be very healthy and beneficial of course.  But, through 

my years of experience, ministering to people who are overburdened, burned out,  

discouraged and grief stricken, I can testify that the deepest source of life affirming, faith 

restoring energy is God, the source of all. 

 

 The problem is that we have a very difficult time placing our faith in anything as 

intangible as the promise Isaiah is making in the above passage.  Isaiah is calling for  

patience.  The problem is that the Jews to whom Isaiah was writing, and you and I as 

well, donôt want to have to wait on the Lord to provide the relief and the justice we  

believe is our due. Indeed, we wonder why should we have to wait for God to act on his 

time frame rather than ours? A person who is unemployed needs a job now, not six 

months or a year from now.  And there are plenty of us who will resist accepting help 

from others at all cost.  No matter the obstacle or the challenge, we keep striding  

forward, against the tide, heaping more and more on that already impossibly full plate. 

We maintain the veneer of invincibility and our fierce determination serves us well in 

most circumstances.  But, eventually the bottom will fall out.  You can consider that a 

prophetic warning. 

 

 



 

 

God the great Eagle, empowers ordinary people to do some rather extraordinary 

things.  I have principally in mind those who serve as caretakers for their loved ones, 

parents, spouses, children.  Across my more than 30 years in ministry Iôve seen people 

commit to caring for their aging parents in their home, accept the burden of caring for 

a developmentally disabled child who will never be able to live independently; or a 

spouse who is disabled by a paralyzing stroke, or is declining physically and mentally 

and must be bathed and dressed and fed for years sometimes, even decades.  The 

caretaker, like the one who is sick or disabled, rarely gets a break from the  

circumstances of life.  There are no vacations, few respites.  A simple trip to the  

grocery store for an hour can feel like a Caribbean cruise.  Because these caring people 

are human there are bound to be moments of profound despair and even resentment.  

So I have often wondered to myself, how do these people replenish themselves,  

physically and spiritually, how do they renew their strength so that they can continue 

ministering to the needy parent or child or spouse?   

 

What is it that makes people of faith different from non-believers?  Often it is not 

anything that is readily identifiable.  You and I have friends and neighbors who are not 

practitioners of any faith or religious tradition.  They may call themselves ñspiritualò but 

they probably have as little idea what that means as you do.  Yet, they are fine people,  

who are as morally outraged by the things they see on the nightly news, and are every 

bit as ethically minded as you or I.  

 

 Sometimes, I think the most significant difference between people of faith and 

those who have no faith beyond that which they place in themselves, their family and 

friends, is that when a non-believer goes looking for strength, he or she looks purely 

within, whereas you and I have the advantage of believing in a God who is beyond  

ourselves, who renews our strength and energies.  It is God who replenishes the  

capacity to love, to care and work, who gives strength so we press ahead and share our 

strength and faith with others. 

 

Of course, all flesh will one day fail, the vital organs and processes will eventually 

give out.  Lifeôs energies do finally dry up. When we have run the race of faith and 

fought the good fight, when our labors are finished and our purpose in life  

accomplished; or when disease or an accident robs one of the chance to fulfill Godôs 

purpose, our God who is likened in this passage to the majestic Eagle, will grasp us 

with his talons and we will mount up on wings as he carries us towards eternity, where 

indeed we will run and never grow weary, walk and never grow faint. 

 

I conclude with a prayer I have always found comforting:   

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troubled life, until the shadows 

lengthen, and the evening comes, and the busy world is hushed, and the fever 

of life is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in your mercy, grant us a safe 

lodging and a holy rest, and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



 

 

PLEASE TURN OFF THE LITGHTS 
 Having opened the February issue of the newsletter with an article entitled 

ñRenewable Energy,ò it is somewhat ironic that I follow it up with this piece which speaks 

of the opposite.  It is not unusual for me return to the building after a Sunday or a mid-

week gathering and find that lights, fans and other powered devices have been left on 

for a period of 24 or more hours.   I have heard church treasurer Bob Lee remark many 

times that the power bills throughout 2018 ran higher than the norm.  Some of this of 

course can probably be attributed to rising energy costs, but Iôm confident that a great 

deal of it has to do with the failure to turn off lights, turn down thermostats, turn off 

fans, as well as the sound system.  Possibly the most blatant example I have run into 

happened as I pulled into the property on a Sunday morning recently and found the 

lights in the youth room on.  I of course have no idea how long they were burning.  

There are people and groups in there for various activities on Wednesdays and  

Thursdays. So those lights may have been on for 48 to 72 hours. Then, as is my  

practice, I entered the building the next day, on Monday, and walked into the sanctuary 

to see if there was anything I may have missed turning off on Sunday, and I heard a low 

hum that I discovered was emanating from the sound system in the choir loft/balcony.  I 

tracked it down and turned it off.  Others have told me that they have found projectors 

still on, days later.  Each of the projectors that we use to operate our screens for worship 

requires a very expensive light bulb that when it must be replaced costs over $100.  To 

leave them on when they are not being used is just shortening the life of those bulbs and 

hastening the need for an expensive replacement bulb.   

 

 This problem is not unique to AGLC.  It is a problem that has existed in every 

church I have been a part of.  People are busy, and when an activity ends at the church, 

people are eager to leave and get home, or move on to the next scheduled activity.  In 

our haste we often donôt check to see that devices are turned down or off, or that the 

spaces we have been using are cleaned up and ready for the next group.  I get that we 

would rather not take that extra time to leave the building ready for the next group that 

is to use it; or we tell ourselves it isnôt ñmy job,ò and leave it for someone else to take 

care of.  But, given the well-publicized budget constraints we are dealing with at AGLC, 

we really cannot afford to spend money that could go to support the ministries of our 

congregation on electricity that isnôt being put to meaningful use!   

 

 So I make the appeal that you have no doubt heard countless times before, and 

will no doubt hear again in the future:  Please be mindful of turning off lights, and other 

things that require electricity when you leave a room or the 

sanctuary.  DONôT ASSUME the pastor or someone else is going 

to do it!!!!   

 

Thank you! 

Pastor Mike 



 

 

RETURN OF SMALL GROUPS 

 AGLC members who took part in small groups the last time it was offered in 2017 

to study Martin Lutherôs five favorite scripture passages remember the experience fond-

ly.  Those who participated appreciated both the study and the fellowship.  Well, the 

good news is that we are bringing small groups back for the season of Lent.  Bob 

MacKinnon, the chair of our Discipleship Commission is looking into a study that will  

engage participants and an announcement will be made soon.  So be on the lookout for 

a signup sheet in the next few weeks. 

 For those of you who arenôt familiar with how the small group study groups have 

been done at AGLC, we will be collecting names of those who wish to participate, and 

volunteers to facilitate each group.  The groups may meet in a memberôs home if that 

is what the group prefers, or at the church on a mutually convenient day and time.  

Study material will be provided to the small groups, and there will be weekly reading 

assignments.  An introduction will be provide each week by Pastor Mike.  Then groups 

will meet to study the scriptures, answer study questions, etc. 

 The hope is that each group will own their own study and run with it.  No training 

or experience is required to participate, there is no prerequisite biblical knowledge  

necessary, just an openness to meet with fellow AGLC members and share your in-

sights with one another.   

 The goal is for participants to grow in their biblical knowledge and their faith.  It 

is also hoped that members will get to know each other better and serve to encourage 

and support for one another.   

If you know you would like to participate or serve as a group leader, donôt wait 
for the sign up sheet, please contact either Bob MacKinnon or Pastor Mike. 



 

 

LUTHERANCH SUMMER CAMP 

Have your heard the news? 

Registration for Summer Camp 2019 is OPEN! 

Buckaroos (completed grades 3rd-5th): JUNE 16-21, JUNE 23-28, and JULY 7-12, 2019 

 

Mountain Valley Ranchers (completed grades 6th-8th) JUNE 23-28, 2019 

 

Range Riders (completed grades 6th-8th) 

 

Moonlight Wranglers (completed grades 9-12) 

 

For more information and fee, please visit their website at https://www.lutheranch.org/
summer-camps 

https://www.lutheranch.org/summer-camps
https://www.lutheranch.org/summer-camps


 

 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
This year in honor of Super bowl 53, being played right here at the Mercedes Benz stadi-

um in Atlanta, GA, we will also be observing Souper Bowl. We are asking our members to 

come to church on Sunday, February 3 with canned or boxed food items and/or cash do-

nations. The food and donated monies that are collected will of course go to support the 

Lawrenceville Food Co-op. The Souper Bowl is being sponsored by the Youth Fellowship 

of AGLC. When you come to church on Super Bowl Sunday, youth will be on hand with 

Soup pots, ready to take your food and cash donations. Please support the Souper Bowl 

in the a.m. at church before you go home and watch the big game in the p.m! Thank 

you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 
Thanks to all who brought in donations, of canned or boxed food, as well as toiletry 

items and monetary contributions for the observance of SOUPERBOWL. As the  

accompanying photo shows, there was a solid response from our congregation. As you 

can see, the New England Patriots came up short on food donations. Not so in the big 

game though. The Patriots defeated the Rams 13-3 in a hard fought game, the lowest 

scoring in Super Bowl History. 

 
 



 

 

 

 Weekly Ministries at Amazing Grace: 
Prayer Discernment Group, meets on the 2nd & the 4th Mondays of the 

month in the Sanctuary @ 7 pm 

 

Piano Class, meets on every Friday @ 5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Good Old Guys Group, meets every Tuesday at the Bethesda Park  

Senior Center @ 11 am 

 

Pastor-led Bible Study, meets on the 1st, 3rd & 4th Tuesdays of the 

month in the Fellowship Hall @ 6:30 pm 

 

Alleluia Girls Bible Study, will resume every Wednesday starting on 

September 29 @ 9:30 am 

 

Homework Help, meets every Wednesday in the Fellowship Hall @ 5:30 

pm 

 

Men's Barnabas Reunion Group, meets every Thursday in the Youth 

Room @ 7 pm 

 

NA Group, meets every Thursday in the Fellowship Hall @ 7:30 pm 

 

Men's Breakfast, meets every Friday @ the IHOP on Hwy 29 @ 8:00 am 



 

 

LUTHEROCK SKI RETREAT 
Let us handle your next youth ski retreat while you sip hot cocoa by our fire! Lutherock 

staff will handle ski reservations and pick up your lift tickets and rental cards before you 

arrive. Lutherock staff will provide evening programming and vespers each night. If your 

group doesn't want to ski there are lots of other fun winter activities to do like sledding, 

tubing, hiking and ice skating! We will work with you to create the winter experience 

you're looking for. Chaperones must accompany youth and provide transportation. 

 

February 1-3 Price: Adult-$97.00 Youth-$129.00 

*Ski cost not included* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE AT LUTHERIDGE! 
Two opportunities for individual ringers or entire choirs to gain skills for their home min-

istries. Renowned clinicians share skills and inspiration. Choirs will leave with pieces that 

can be used in their own congregation. 

 

February 22 - 24: Intermediate- David Harris 

                 Advanced- Bill Payn 

 

March 1-3: Intermediate- Susan Berry 

          Advanced- David Harris 

 

For registration, please visit https://novusway.campbrainregistration.com/ 



 

 

 

Name Birthday 

Robert MacKinnon 1-Feb 

Vickie Speddon 1-Feb 

Reyna Hernandez 2-Feb 

Wuilver Palma-Rodela 3-Feb 

Leah Spencer 8-Feb 

Vickie Whitehead 10-Feb 

Dave Linke 12-Feb 

Wayne Linke 12-Feb 

Jonathan Palma 12-Feb 

Anne Jones 14-Feb 

Lisa Grizzard 15-Feb 

Joanne Calabrese 17-Feb 

Kay McKenny 17-Feb 

John Rhilinger 19-Feb 

Violet Rhilinger 22-Feb 

James Usry 23-Feb 

Sergio Miranda Cervantes 24-Feb 

David Wroolie 24-Feb 

Chad Boyd 26-Feb 

Myles Knauber 26-Feb 

Elizabeth Linke 27-Feb 

Savannah Calabrese 28-Feb 



 

 

AGLC MENôS WINTER RETREAT 
The 10th annual AGLC menôs retreat was held on the weekend of Jan. 25-

27. There were 19 men (from 3 area churches plus our synod Bishop) on 

the retreat. We had time set aside for devotions each day and worship on 

Sunday. Our guest for the weekend was Bishop H. Julian Gordy who was 

our devotion and worship leader with the assistance of our own Pastor 

Mike. The comment was made that this was a retreat in every sense of the 

meaning of going on retreat. There was a ton, (if not an actual ton real 

close) of good food, games, music from our own talented musicians,  

hiking, good conversation, and fellowship, devotions and worship. It was 

an awesome experience to hear 19 male voices singing in worship and 

praise of our Lord during our time of devotions and worship (hoping and 

praying that our congregation will get to enjoy the men singing at worship 

soon). 

 

 

Planning for our 

11th annual  

retreat will begin 

soon and the 

date of the next 

retreat will be 

announced when 

the date is on the 

calendar. 

 

 



 

 

 


