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PENTECOST HAPPENS 

Read Acts 2:1-39 

 

This year Pentecost will be celebrated on Sunday, May 20, 50 days after 

Easter! This year, perhaps for the first time in my ministry, I will not be 

with my congregation on Pentecost Sunday.  This year on May 20 my  

middle son, Keith will be graduating from college.  His commencement is 

being held on May 20, so my wife and I will be in North Andover,  

Massachusetts to celebrate this achievement with him.  Still it does distress 

me a bit that I will not be with all of you to celebrate what is probably the 

third highest and holiest day in the life of the church. Thus, I wanted to 

leave you with my thoughts about Pentecost:  

 

There are so many methods of communicating today:  text messaging,  

social networking sites, Twitter, Instagram.  My niece, my brother’s  

daughter Michelle, is a typical product of our post-modern culture, and 

therefore caught up with all these forms of communication.  The last time I 

was in southern California visiting I heard her talking about how the  

internet is the great equalizer because it gives everyone a voice.  I could 

see her point, but are all these methods of expressing ourselves, making 

our voices heard, really improving our communication or just creating more 

babble? 

 

The miracle of Pentecost is that a single voice did cut through the babble of 

voices and was heard by all.  The story from Acts tells us that Jews from all 

those strange sounding places, like Pontus and Cappadocia, Phrygia and 

Pamphylia were in Jerusalem for Pentecost, or the Feast of weeks, which 

commemorates the giving of God’s Law to the Israelites in the wilderness.  

There were also Arabs and Cretans, and all the “Ites”—Elamites, Jebusites, 

Parasites, you name it, each of them with their own language and culture. 

The Holy Spirit came as promised manifesting as wind and flame and drove 

the timid disciples into the streets to boldly and openly proclaim Jesus 

Christ as Messiah and Lord to the crowds.  The miracle was not only that 

the disciples were given the gift of speaking in languages that were not 

known to them, but that at least some of the people in the crowd heard 

their preaching and understood that this message was important message 

for them.  How do you and I begin to distinguish the voices that are worth 

listening to from the rest of the babble?  

 

 



 

 

I liken the Pentecost experience to the climactic moment in Dr. Suess’ story 

Horton Hears a Who.  There’s pandemonium in Whoville, because the dust 

speck on which their town is constructed is about to be boiled in Beezelnut 

oil.  Thousands of Whos are crying out to be heard but it is the voice of little 

JoJo who finally bursts through the atmospheric layer, and suddenly all of 

Horton’s enemies can hear clearly that there is life on that dust speck after 

all.  When Pentecost happens for you, my guess is that the truth the Spirit 

communicates will be something other than, “A person is a person no matter 

how small.”  More than likely it will be a sense of direction for your life; or 

perhaps the confidence and the courage to make a decision, even if it is not 

the easy or popular one.   

 

My prayer for the church is that the Holy Spirit will penetrate the excess 

noise and diversions in our world and give us the direction, the conviction 

and urgency we need, like those first disciples, to get out of the fortress of 

the walls of our church buildings to proclaim the message of the gospel  

courageously and compellingly to the strangers and even the foreigners in 

our midst.  But of course it will require more than a willingness on our part 

to take the good news and fellowship we enjoy in our AGLC community  

outside to the community and world at large.  It will also require a  

willingness on the part of our neighbors to hear what we have to share with 

them.  On that first Pentecost we are told that 3,000 people heard Peter’s 

proclamation, took it to heart, and were baptized.  This is a stunning  

statistic.  Still there were those who heard the disciples’ words and  

concluded that they were drunk. 

 

I believe Pentecost happens still.  The Holy Spirit may not come in the rush 

of a mighty wind or with tongues of flame, she may not come on your time-

line, but she does come. And when she does…PENTECOST HAPPENS!  

 

Happy Pentecost! 

Pastor Mike 



 

 

Semi-Annual Meeting  
The Semi-Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday, May 20 @ 10 am.  A quorum is 

required for the meeting, so members please plan to attend this important meeting. 

 

Here is the agenda for the semi-annual meeting: 

1) Approval of Minutes from Dec 2017 semi-annual meeting;  

2) Presentation of 2017 Audit Report;  

3) Approval of annual report;  

4) vote to approve nominees for open council positions;  

5) update on call process;  

6) Discussion from congregation  

 

Here is the list of nominees for open council positions: 

Vice President: Trish Ladd-Thomas 

Secretary: Liz Linke 

Property: Lee Bennett 

Discipleship: open 

Financial Administrator: open 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC FOR PENTECOST, MAY 20TH 

The children of Amazing Grace will once again present music for the congregation.  For 

Pentecost on May 20th, the children will sing a (very easy) African song and will play  

African hand drums in keeping with the Pentecost theme of many languages.  Of course, 

we will need to practice and here is the schedule for rehearsals: 

May 6th AFTER the late service: We will feed the children lunch and then practice in the 

Sanctuary. 

May 13th (Mothers' Day): We will practice at 10:30, between the services 

May 20th:   Due to the congregational meeting, we will only have time to sing the song 

once at 10:45  before the worship service. 

 

Contact Lois Simon for more information via email loissimon@aol.com 

 

 



 

 

Summer Worship and Sunday School  

For the summer months, we will move to one worship service beginning 
on Sunday, May 27 at 10am.  The last Sunday for one worship service at 10am will be 
Sunday, September 9th.  We will return to two worship services on Sunday, September 
16th. 

       

There will be no Sunday School starting Sunday, May 20th through Sunday, Sept. 
16th.  The first Sunday for the new Sunday School year will be Sunday, September 23rd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date Ministry Fall Events  
God's Work Our Hands Day is Sunday, September 9th. 

  

Rally Day for registering Children & Adults for Sunday School, children for Confirmation, 

as well as recruiting Volunteers for our Commission teams, will be Sunday, September 

16th at 10am. 



 

 

National Day of Prayer is Thursday, May 3rd  

The National Day of Prayer was created in 1952 by a joint resolution of Congress, and 

signed into law by President Harry S. Truman. In 1988, the law was unanimously 

amended by both the House and the Senate and signed into law by President Ronald 

Reagan on Thursday, May 5, 1988, designating the first Thursday of May as a day of  

national prayer. Every president since 1952 has signed a National Day of Prayer  

proclamation. 

  

Dr. Ronnie Floyd, President of the National Day of Prayer, announced that the theme of 

the 2018 observance will be "Pray for America - Unity," based upon Ephesians 4:3, which 

challenges believers to mobilize unified public prayer for America, "Making every effort to 

keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace."  

  

You can support this effort at one of three community events that are public (look for 

more details on their websites), or hopefully in your own way at the Noon hour. 

 

1)    The City of Loganville is inviting people to take advantage of a National Day of  

Prayer Celebration at noon on at the Loganville Old City Hall Lawn. 

2)    National Day of Prayer will take place on May 3, 2018 at noon on Duluth Town 

Green Festival Center Stage. 

3)    Lawrenceville Square at 6:45pm will be the site to a city-wide celebration of  

spiritual unity and corporate prayer among local churches and ministries. Rain out  

location:  First Baptist Church (downtown Lawrenceville). 

 

For more information, please visit: http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/national-prayer 



 

 

God Really Answers Prayers 
      Many of you at Amazing Grace know that several years ago our troubled son-in-law 

took his own life!  We were all devastated at the time and were not at Peace until a 

2018 Spring Break trip to Tennessee with Randy Bowers’ ashes! 

     Randy was from Clarksville, Tennessee originally, but after graduation from high 

school, he found his way to Georgia! Despite his short stature, he always pushed  

himself to be athletic!  He played all sports but settled for bowling and softball when he 

came to our Lilburn/Lawrenceville area.    

     His real heart was watching or listening to every Tennessee Volunteers Football 

Game!  I think every child who grows up in Tennessee wants to be a ‘Vol.’   They love 

Orange! 

     Many times Randy told his wife (our daughter), Melanie, that if he died first, his 

dream place of rest was the infamous Neyland Field at the University of Tennessee. 

     After the shock of the circumstances of Randy’s death became real, Melanie made 

some phone calls to the University of Tennessee!  Of course, she was asked if she was 

crazy; cussed at; and hung up on many times. So, she let the idea rest!  His passing 

was just too new to take these rejections!  Many of us family members had not given 

up on Randy’s (impossible) request! 

     Melanie and Wendy both refused to give up their quest to fulfill Randy’s after life 

wishes. 

     Melanie was still calling every other month or so and got the rejections as before!  

But, she was persistent and kept calling! 

     Meanwhile the days were flying by on the calendar!   We all prayed that God would 

touch someone’s heart to just sprinkle a little of Randy’s ashes somewhere on that 

field! 

     After our diligent praying, Melanie called one more time and one of the bigwigs  

answered the phone!  Melanie told him about Randy’s love of the Tennessee Vols and 

asked if we could sprinkle a few ashes on the field because there was no bigger Vols 

fan than Randy Bowers! 

     Melanie was waiting for a big “NO!” when out of this man’s mouth came the words, 

“I don’t see any problems with that”!   She was so happy that Randy would finally get 

to be on the field of the Tennessee Vols in the Neyland Stadium! 

     Arrangements were made in advance for VIP passes and parking!  As we got out of 

the cars, I could feel God’s Presence surrounding us and I kept Thanking Him for this 

Miracle we were all feeling!  

     The gentleman Melanie talked to on the phone met us and took us out to the field.  

We were all feeling God’s Presence then!  Melanie asked 

where we could put some of Randy’s ashes and he replied, 

“Anywhere you want!”   Randy wanted to be on the 50 

yard line and that is where we put him!  We covered right 

over the whole painted line with Randy’s ashes!  We will 

never know if the ashes remained on the 50 yard line, but 

we all knew that Randy got his wish!   

     Thank You God for Granting Randy this one wish and 

for being there with seven people who love him and miss 

him very much! 

 Linda MacKinnon 



 

 

 

 

Weekly Ministries at Amazing Grace: 

 
Prayer Discernment Group, meets on the 1st & the 3rd Mondays of the month in 

the Sanctuary @ 7 pm 

  

 

Good Old Guys Group, meets every Tuesday at the Bethesda Park Senior Center @ 

11 am 

  

 

Pastor-led Bible Study, meets on the 1st, 3rd & 4th Tuesdays of the month in the  

Fellowship Hall @ 6:30 pm 

  

 

Alleluia Girls Bible Study, meets every Wednesday in the Fellowship Hall @ 9:30 

am 

  

Homework Help, meets every Wednesday in the Fellowship Hall @ 5:30 pm 

  

 

Men's Barnabas Reunion Group, meets every Thursday in the Youth Room @ 7 pm 

  

 

NA Group, meets every Thursday in the Fellowship Hall @ 7:30 pm 

  

 

Men's Breakfast, meets every Friday @ the IHOP on Hwy 29 @ 8:00 am 



 

 

Look Who Was Shown in a Local Newspaper! 
Osborne Observer April 21, 2018 

IN THE OMS SPOTLIGHT: SCIENCE FAIR WINNER 

Congratulations Sarah Calabrese! 

Sarah received a First Place award for Outstanding Scientific Research at the statewide 

Georgia Science and Engineering Fair, which took place March 22 – 24, 2018 at the 

University of Georgia. Since that time, Sarah has earned several other awards for her 

achievements. Her project was chosen as an “Outstanding Exhibit” by the Tellus  

Science Museum and selected to be part of the Future Science Stars exhibit at the  

Tellus Crossroads Gallery from July 14 – August 26, 2018 where over 2000 people will 

likely view it just on opening day! Sarah will attend a brunch honoring the winners and 

has the opportunity to present her project to passing visitors. 

 

Additionally, Sarah was nominated for the 2018 Broadcom 

MASTERS (Math, Applied Science, Technology, and  

Engineering for Rising Stars) program of the Society for  

Science and the Public. Only 10% of school projects  

nationwide are invited to participate in this national  

competition. The top 30 will be selected over the summer, 

and if Sarah proceeds into this phase of the competition, she 

will compete in the finals in Washington, D.C.  

 

 

 

Grace Bag Ministry 
Here is a write-up which was recently published in a newsletter of a  

Regional Council of Churches of Atlanta: 

“Have you heard about Amazing Grace Lutheran in Lawrenceville and their Grace 

Bags? They put together Grace Bags, medium sized Ziploc bags filled with small items 

of food and daily necessities for handing out to those in need. They are for sale as their 

congregation leaves worship on Sunday mornings. They have helped start this ministry 

in a dozen other churches.” 

 
At this time, we are in need of someone, or a small group, to be in charge of selling 

Grace Bags for about 15 minutes after the 11 am worship service.  Grace Bags are  

medium size Ziploc bags filled with small items of food and some daily necessities and a 

lot of love, for handing out to those who are in 

need.  Please consider helping us after service. 

Thank you to everyone that has  

purchased and distributed the bags, helping feed 

the hungry people of our community. If you have 

any questions or would like to help, contact Lud 

or Wayne.  

Contact information: Lud - 678-226-1726 - 

Labdawg@juno.com or Wayne - 404-788-0474 - 

walbigun@aol.com 



 

 

 

Name Birthday 

Sterrett Jr., Ed 7-May 

Nagy, Joyce 8-May 

Marzec, Kaleigh 8-May 

Rink, Vern 9-May 

Haselow, Shirley 10-May 

MacKinnon, Linda 11-May 

Griffin, Herbert 19-May 

Rink, Char 20-May 

Starr-Dalton, Sabrina 22-May 

Lee, Judie 23-May 

Hoffmaster, Alex 25-May 

Hoffmaster, Diane 25-May 

Johnston, Logan 26-May 

Rhilinger, Angela 26-May 

Davidson, Scott 27-May 

  

  

  



 

 

The Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank 

 

 Hello, Amazing Grace!  Spring Break in Gwinnett County has come and gone and we are 

looking toward the end of the 2017-2018 school year!  With the end of the school year, we are 

reminded that many graduates and many underclass members are looking for jobs!  

 If any of our students are looking to volunteer any place during this summer, please 

think about coming to the new location of the Coop Food Bank at 52 Gwinnett Drive to lend a 

hand where needed!  With a bigger area to sort and store food, there will be a need for lots of 

volunteers!   

 The renovations on the new building are happening as I type this update!  I am not  

exactly sure of the date the new location will be finished and moved; but I will certainly let  

everyone know as soon as I have a date of this transition!  

 In the meantime, these items are needed NOW while the building is still  

located at 176 Church Street in Lawrenceville located behind the City Hall Building!!  The Coop 

would appreciate all kinds of canned fruits at this time!  Beans (like refried beans and Lima 

beans and other proteins) would be wonderful additions to their shelves!  Tomato paste and 

sauces, beef stew, and Chili are delightful basics to make a family dinner and are needed right 

now!   Canned chicken and Dumplings as well as rice are also staples that go quickly at the 

Lawrenceville Coop! 

 We cannot forget that they also appreciate receiving bar soap, shampoos,  

toothbrushes, toothpaste and deodorants!  Diapers in sizes 5 and 6 are also needed all the 

time!  Who does not use laundry detergents and dish detergents?!  Please  

donate some of these kinds of things also!  The Coop asks for feminine products also!  Thank 

you for your generosity! 

 If you do not like being a shopper, please consider a monetary gift to the Coop at any 

time!  The Coop can buy more food stuffs from the Atlanta Food Bank than most of us can at 

WalMart or other discount chains! 

 Monetary gifts may be given through our Sunday offerings (please specify the money is 

for the Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry) and our treasurer will cut a check for the  

Lawrenceville Coop for you!  Or, you can mail your check directly to the Coop!  Please send it 

to:   

        The Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry 

         P.O. Box 1328 

         Lawrenceville, Georgia  30046 

 Here is a reminder for anyone who may want to be a Coop volunteer in the  

future, there is an Orientation for new volunteers scheduled for Thursday, June 21, at 7:00 at 

176 Church Street, in Lawrenceville (present building).  I will let you know if that changes  

before June 21! 

 I nearly forgot to let you know that our donations since last time were 90 items!  I will 

let you know as soon as possible the date the new location will be in use! 

   I will end my note today with one of my favorite quotes from 2 Corinthians 9:7-… “You 

must each decide in your heart how much to give.  And don’t give reluctantly or in response to 

pressure.  “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”   And God will generously provide all 

you need.  Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with 

others! … AMEN! 

 

God Bless You Always, 

Linda MacKinnon 



 

 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

Council Minutes 

April 10 2018 @ 7:00PM 

 

In Attendance: Pastor Mike, Elaine Schwartz, Lisa Larsen-Moss, Liz Linke, Trish Ladd-Thomas, 

Lee Bennett, Debbie Teal 

Absent: Bob Lee, Wayne Linke, John Ferguson, Marilyn Delcampo 

Opening devotional: Pastor Mike 

Spiritual Autobiography: Debbie Teal 

 

Liz referenced the constitution to confirm that the council met a quorum to conduct business: 

C12.11 A quorum for the transaction of business shall consist of a majority of the members of 

the congregational council, including the pastor or interim pastor 

Secretary’s Report: The March minutes were approved via email by consensus vote on March 

28 2018. 

Combined Treasurer and Financial Administrator’s Report for March 

 

March, 2018 Regular Giving was $28,588.09, which is $13,688.09 over budget.  Expenses were 

$18,027.85, which was $38.93 over budget.  A family provided an annual contribution of 

$13,000, which explains the large overage. Without this donation, we are $688.09 over budget 

for the month of March. 

 

March, 2018 YTD Income was $17,166.81 more than March, 2017 YTD Income. 

March, 2018 YTD Expenses were $1,585.30 less than March, 2017 YTD Expenses. 

 

2018 Year to Date Giving/Income is $10,959.06 over budget. 

2018 Year to Date Expenses are $102.93 over budget. 

 

Dedicated Accounts – We have a balance of $37,173.71 in various accounts, which includes 

March, 2018 receipts of $1,330.79 and expenses of $407.36.    

 

March, 2018 cash on hand is $117,892.92 which includes $37,173.71 in Dedicated funds; 

therefore, not in reserve/not liquid for general expenses. 

THE COMBINED REPORT IS APPROVED BY CONSENSUS VOTE 

 

Pastor’s Report 

Hospital Visits = 5 

Home Visits = 5 

Nursing Home/retirement home visits = 8 

Office Visits = 2 

Staff Meetings = 1 

Bible Studies = 2 

Church Meetings = 2 

Youth Group Meetings = 1 

Homework Help = 2 

Mid-Week Lenten Services = 2 

Worship Services/Preaching opportunities = 8 

1. There is a meeting of the leaders of Homework Help scheduled for after the 11:00  

service on Sunday April 22.  As I indicated last month, this will be for the purpose of  

discussing concerns and issues related to Homework Help, put those issues on the table and 

try to resolve them. 

2. There have been some issues concerning the Youth Group and Jr. Youth 

Group.  Specifically, there was some misunderstanding concerning what age group would 



 

 

comprise a youth group.  I had a meeting with Becky O’Brien and Wayne Linke to discuss 

this prior to Easter. I’m not certain we resolved the issue, so it is difficult to know how to 

proceed with the group at this point. 

3. During this lunch meeting with Wayne and Becky, Wayne began to describe the way 

Wednesday evening used to go during the summer when Homework Help was suspended, 

and VBS took its place. He talked about outdoor recreational activities with the children as 

part of VBS, and how people leaving mid-week grace would stop and join the children and 

VBS volunteers for ice cream out front.  This started me thinking about reinstituting  

Mid-Week Grace. This is something I will need input on from staff and the Worship and  

Music Committee. My understanding is that it was terminated largely due to the fact that my 

predecessor no longer wanted to do it. I would not be opposed to reinstituting it, so long as 

I am not attempting to force something that no longer meets a need in the congregation. 

4. In addition to the meeting that has been called among Homework Help Leaders, we need 

to assemble volunteers to begin planning for this year’s summer VBS/Wednesday night  

activities with children and families.  I am looking to do this soon, because school will be  

letting out in about a month. We should begin working on a plan soon. 

5. I enjoyed my experiences here during Lent and Easter.  I have some mixed feelings 

about how things went. As I mentioned in my last report, the mid-week services didn’t go 

quite the way I envisioned them.  I think part of the problem was that the format may not 

have been completely workable for those who attended. My goal was to facilitate discussion 

and input from the congregation concerning the scriptures we were looking at.  Finally, the 

last mid-week Lenten service approached what I had foreseen. Perhaps it just took that long 

for people to catch on and feel comfortable enough to contribute. I personally thought that 

the Maundy Thursday service was exceptional.  We had an outstanding showing from the 

congregation, and the Holy Spirit I felt blessed that service. The footwashing seemed very 

meaningful, and the participation felt quite natural. Good Friday I think went well in terms of 

the planning and coordination of all the elements.  However, having heard so much about 

previous Good Fridays at AGLC, I didn’t feel that this year’s observance hit the mark as well 

as I was hoping. Maybe I feel that way because I had lived with what was going to happen 

for so many weeks that there seemed to be no spontaneity to it, like it had been too well 

orchestrated and rehearsed by those who planned it and provided the leadership for the  

service.  Easter in general went well I thought, particularly the visual setting for the service. 

However, I got some feedback I wasn’t expecting, that the sermon was a bit darker and 

heavier than usual for Easter. Also I had my very first experience of dealing with a heckler 

in worship. Never in almost 30 years of ministry have I had anything quite like that happen 

before. 

6. I am trying to arrange a meeting between myself, Rudy, and the principal of Bethesda 

Elementary School to discuss how HOST may be able to assist the school families.  I have 

placed a call to the principal and haven’t received a return call yet. 

7. I am at something of a loss to know what to do concerning Confirmation.  There is no 

question that meeting on Sundays in between services is working better than meeting one 

Saturday a month for 3 hours, which wasn’t happening consistently enough.  But with only 2 

confirmands we don’t get consistent enough attendance. And we had fallen so far behind in 

the Fall I am going to be hard pressed to complete the curriculum on the Old Testament by 

the time school lets out in May, and we are facing a deadline, since Sarah Calabrese is  

supposed to be confirmed this year.   

8. Another meeting of Worship and Music needs to be scheduled for the near future to  

discuss reactions to Lent and Holy Week, and of course to plan going forward. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMISSION REPORTS 

Nurture – Marilyn Del Campo 

No report submitted. 

 

Discipleship – John Ferguson 

No report submitted. 

 

Outreach – Wayne Linke 

No report Submitted. 

 

Worship & Music – Debbie Teal 

 Special Services and activities on Wednesdays and Sundays seemed to all go well during the 

Lenten and Easter season. 

 Connie and her Altar Guild volunteers all did an awesome job.    

 Lois, Charles, Choir members, as well as, all other vocal and instrumental special music  

volunteers, are all appreciated for doing such a wonderful job by sharing their talents to the 

glory of God and for the benefit of our congregational members. 

 Hospitality Team volunteers are still specifically needed for 11am 1st Sunday Team. We need 

to encourage members who attend 11am to join this team. 

 Anyone interested in becoming a Worship Assistant should contact Debbie or Pastor Mike. 

 Tracie & Thinh continue to schedule the Acolytes, Readers and PowerPoint Operators – 

Please let them know if you are interested in volunteering for any of these positions. 

 Due to Michael Angles new job, we now need one or a few Sound System Volun-

teers.  Please let Debbie or Lois know if you’re interested. 

 

Property – Lee Bennett 

 All four of the Sanctuary thermostats went offline and would not reset / reconnect with our 

network extender. Without network connectivity our tstats do not function properly. I attached 

all four to the router in the office and they seem to be staying connected. I suspect our  

extender is no longer operational. 

 The crash bar / lock on the basement door  jammed up again. Crash bar replaced and new 

lock keyed to our existing keys. Thank you to the Crowe family for this new lock. 

 

 

COMMISSION REPORTS ARE APPROVED BY CONSENSUS VOTE 

 

New Business 

 Action Item: Summer Worship Schedule: 

 May 27- Sept 9: ONE (1) worship @ 10AM. 

 We will return to TWO (2) worship services @ 8:30 & 11:00 on Sunday Sept 16 

 

 Action Item: Rally Day will be Sunday Sept 16 at 10AM. Rally Day will be a time to sign up 

kids & adults for Sunday School as well as volunteer sign ups for church ministries. First session 

of Sunday School for the 18-19 school year will be Sunday Sept 23. 

 

 Action item: HOST request for scholarship money for LutheRidge Family Week. Council  

approved the request in the amount of $2000, to come out of the Great Commission Fund. 

 Low attendance at 8:30 Worship: Discussion 

 National Day of Prayer May 3 - Information will be distributed in various formats about  

community events for the National Day of Prayer 

 Gwinnett County Music Teachers Association - A request from Lois: “The Gwinnett County 



 

 

Music Teachers' Association, of which myself, Debby Brady and Nannette Stariha are members, 

are starting a new ‘sub-group’ involving the study and performance of the music of a famous 

American composer, William Gillock.  The group is small right now, but they would like to  

increase their members, and they need a place to meet. They have been trying to do it in 

members' homes, which hasn't worked well. They would like to use Amazing Grace as their 

meeting space. The proposed date of the first meeting is Thursday, May 3rd, probably in the 

morning until around lunch time.   They need a piano, so we would use the Sanctuary. It is 

possible, but not planned at this time, to have lunch afterward in the Fellowship Hall or outside 

on the picnic tables.” COUNCIL VOTED TO APPROVE THE GROUP’S INITIAL MEETING ON MAY 3, 

with more discussion after to determine frequency of meetings and other information. 

 

Old Business 

 Nominating Committee Update: slate of council candidates 

 Vice President: Trish Ladd-Thomas 

 Secretary: Liz Linke 

 Property: Lee Bennett 

 Discipleship: open 

 Financial Administrator: open 

 The nominating committee will continue to look for members to fill open council positions. 

Should the positions still be open at the time of the Semi-Annual Meeting, nominations will be 

taken from the floor. 

 Call Process Update 

 A letter has been drafted by Lisa Larsen-Moss to members of the congregation. This letter 

was presented to council at the April meeting and will be presented to the members of the 

church on Sunday April 29 at both the 8:30 & 11:00 services. The letter will be published and 

distributed to members at the end of each service. 

 Semi-Annual Meeting date confirmation & proposed agenda 

 The Semi-Annual meeting of the congregation will be held on Sunday May 20 at 10AM in 

the sanctuary. 

 Agenda items: 1) Approval of Minutes from Dec 2017 semi-annual meeting; 2)  

Presentation  of 2017 Audit Report; 3) Approval of annual report; 4) vote to approve nominees 

for open council positions; 5) update on call process; 6) Discussion from congregation 

 Safe Gatherings - Liz is working with Debi Linke on logistics of getting all our volunteers who 

work with children to complete the Safe Gatherings training. 

 

Thank You’s 

 To everyone who shares their time and talents with us. 

 The Crowe family for the new lock & crash bar for the side door. 

 Pastor Mike for continually going above and beyond in his duties as our interim pastor! 

 Connie and her Alter Guild crew for the stunning visual displays throughout Lent, Holy week 

and Easter 

 Lois, Charles, and the choir for a wonderful performance of the Hallelujah Chorus on Easter 

Sunday 

 Brass ensemble for playing on Easter 

 

 

Spiritual Autobiography for next month: None 

Closing Prayer 

CONSENSUS TO ADJOURN 

Respectfully submitted by Liz Linke. 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 1 

11 am Good 

Old Guys Meet; 

No Bible Study 

 2 
9:30 am   

Alleluia Girls; 5:30 

pm Homework Help; 

7:15 pm Choir  

Practice 

3 12 pm National 

Day of Prayer;  

7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group;  

7:30 pm NA Group 

4 8:00 am 

Men’s Group 

5 
 

6 8:30 Worship; 

10 am Sunday 

School Hour +  

Confirmation; 11 

am Worship service 

7 

6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone Consort  

7:00 pm Prayer  

Discernment  

 

8 
11 am Good 

Old Guys Meet; 

7:00 pm  

Council  

Meeting 

9 
9:30 am  Alleluia 

Girls; 5:30 pm  

Homework Help; 

7:15 pm Choir  

Practice 

 10 
7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group;  

7:30 pm NA Group  

11 

 8:00 am Men’s 

Group 

12 

 

138:30 Worship  

service; 10 am  

Sunday School Hour 

+ Confirmation; 

10:30 am Children’s 

Choir Practice ; 11 

am Worship service 

14 

6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone Consort  

 

 

 

 

15 

11 am Good 

Old Guys Meet; 

6:30 pm Bible 

Study 

 

 

 

 16 9:30 am   

Alleluia Girls; 3:30 

pm Staff Meeting; 
5:30 pm Homework 

Help; 7:15 pm Choir  

Practice 

 

 17 
7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group; 

7:30 pm NA Group 

  

  

 

 18 
8:00 am Men’s 

Group 

 19 
 

20 Pentecost; 

8:30 Worship  

service;; 10 am 

Semi annual  

meeting; 10:45 am-

Children’s Choir 

Practice; 

11 am Worship  

service 

21 
6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone  

Consort; 7:00 pm 

Prayer  

Discernment  
 

22 
11 am Good 

Old Guys Meet; 

6:30 pm Bible 

Study 

 

23  
9:30 am  Alleluia 

Girls; 5:30 pm  

Homework Help End 

of School Year Party 

24 
7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group; 

7:30 pm NA Group  

 

 

25 
8:00 am Men’s 

Group 

26 
 

27 
10:00 am Worship 

Service 

28 
6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone  

Consort  

29 
11 am Good 

Old Guys Meet; 

6:30 pm Bible 

Study 

30 
9:30 am  Alleluia 

Girls 

31 
7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group; 

7:30 pm NA Group  

 

 


