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IT IS BETTER TO RECEIVE THAN TO GIVE  

Most years, one either the first or second Sunday of the New Year, we would be 

celebrating “The Baptism of our Lord.”  This year however, because of the way the  

Sunday’s have fallen, I have elected to celebrate Epiphany on January 7, one day  

removed from it’s traditional date on the church calendar, and we will be passing over 

the celebration of “Baptism of our Lord.”  Thus, I have elected to address the baptism 

of our Lord in my front page article for the new year. 

 

I think we could all easily enough agree that Jesus was a man of action. He 

preached, he taught, he healed, he was always on the go, travelling from town to  

village, he ate and drank with sinners, he sought the least and the lost. These are all 

action words. But you will notice that in the story of Jesus’ baptism from the Gospels, 

Jesus is the passive recipient of the water applied by John the Baptist, and the Holy 

Spirt that descends to anoint him.  Finally he is claimed as “God’s beloved” in baptism, 

just as we are. 

 

A member of my former parish in Connecticut was fond of saying, “It is better to 

receive than to give.”  His name was Cal Bensch, and he thought he was a lot funnier 

than he really was.  He said this in an attempt to be humorous, but after hearing him 

say it so often over the years, all I could do was humor him.  But you know, when it 

comes to baptism, Cal was right, it is better to receive than to give.   

 

In baptism, we are passive recipients of the gift of God’s grace and his claiming 

us as his beloved children.  There is nothing we can do to have been worthy or to have 

earned this blessing, certainly not as infants who are only capable of eating, crying and 

filling our diapers.  We can’t prove ourselves worthy of God’s love and adoption as 

God’s beloved children.  Thus, it is better to receive than to give.   

 

Of course, the majority of the time we prefer to be in charge, to be in control of 

the situation (or at least believe that we are in control).  We like to prove our value and 

our worth.  We must do this for our employers, our teachers, even our families, and we 

are so used to doing this, we feel we must prove ourselves worthy to God as well. 

 

In a way, those Christians who practice only what is termed “Believers Baptism” 

have attempted to seize control over the act of baptism, so that God is no longer the 

primary actor we are.  Our public confession of faith becomes the key element in  

baptism, not God unconditional grace.   



 

 

Sooner or later we all encounter situations that require us to surrender our  

incessant need for control. I have seen strong, sturdy, vital folks suddenly humbled by 

an illness. Though it is a bitter pill for them to swallow, the only hope of recovery is for 

them to lay aside their pride, their dignity, and often their privacy, and trust their life to 

a doctor or the surgeon who will be God’s instrument in restoring one to health.    

 

Everything comes full-circle. The journey of life ends in much the same way as it 

began for all of us. Whether death comes peacefully in our sleep at a ripe old age or the 

body and mind are ravaged by years and disease, we become like the infant who is 

brought to the baptismal font: weak, needy, helpless. There is nothing more we can do 

to commend ourselves to God or make ourselves useful to anyone else. As the ancient 

prayer puts it, “when the shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the busy world 

is hushed, the fever of life is over and our work is done.”  All that is left for us to do is 

wait on the Lord to make good on his promises to come and take us to himself. 

 

All kidding aside, it appears my friend Cal Bensch is right, there are times in life 

and in faith when it is better to receive than give! 

 

 



 

 

 

Christmas 

Eve  

Worship 



 

 

 

Happy 

Birthday, 

Jesus! 



 

 

Christmas Pageant Part II  

If you were in worship on the second Sunday in Advent at 11:00 a.m. than you saw our 

children perform the Christmas story according to the Gospel of Luke.  Luke is the  

Gospel that tells us about the census, the birth of Jesus in a stable, and the visit of the  

shepherds from the Bethlehem hills.  

 

On Sunday, January 7, 2018 we will be celebrating Epiphany, as this is the closest  

Sunday to January 6, which is traditionally the date of Ephiphany.  During the 11:00  

service we will be reading from Matthew, and Matthew doesn't really give us a birth  

story, nor does he include any of the material Luke gives.  In Matthew, if you read  

chapters two and three carefully you will notice the birth of Jesus isn't narrated at 

all.  Matthew tells us about the arrival of the magi, and by the time they find the child 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph are living in a house in Bethlehem, and Jesus is perhaps as 

much as two years old.  

 

This has traditionally been regarded as an Epiphany story, because the birth of the  

Savior King is revealed to the magi by the brilliant star in the sky, and because the magi 

were astrologers, they follow the star to find the child it heralded.  Epiphany is a Greek 

word that means Revelation of Manifestation.  Jesus is revealed to these magi who were 

foreigners, the message being that Jesus was born for all, not just the Jewish people, 

but for the whole world. 

 

So on Sunday, January 7, Pastor Mike will ask the children who are in church to help 

him act out the arrival of the magi, as a sort of part two to the pageant we held on  

December 10.  If you have children make sure they are with you on that Sunday.  It 

should be fun! There are no rehearsals for this.  We are going to wing it! 

 

 



 

 

Bible Study in the New Year  
In the New Year, please consider joining us for Bible Study, led by Pastor Mike. 

We meet on Tuesday evenings @ 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome! 

No prior Biblical knowledge necessary. 

  

The next Bible Study meets on Tuesday, January 16 @ 6:30 pm in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework Help in the New Year   
Amazing Grace continues to offer a Homework Help program on Wednesday afternoons 

from 5:30 - 7:00 pm.  

  

Children up to age 13 are welcome to come for tutoring in all subjects.  

  

We are in great need of adult volunteers to help these children with homework, as we 

have up to 30 children who come to homework help. 

  

A meal is shared with the group from 5:30 - 6:00 pm.  So please bring a side dish to 

share with the group.  Homework Help begins at 6:00 pm.  

  

The next Homework Help session is on Wednesday, January 10.  

 

 



 

 

Share the Love. Share Life. 

Give Blood. 

  
When: This Sunday, January 7th 

  

Time: 9 am - 1 pm 

  

Place: Amazing Grace's parking lot in the LifeSouth Blood Mobile 

  

Every Tomorrow needs a Blood Donor Today 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donations Request 
Starting on Sunday January 7, please donate new or gently used PJs and Robes 

for the homeless women of Gwinnett County who find shelter at the SaltLight Center in 

Lawrenceville.  The collection box will be in the Narthex on this Sunday.  Contact Debbie 

Teal if you have any questions.  Thank You! 

 

 



 

 

Angel Tree Update  
Sixteen families, which consisted of forty children from Chesney Elementary, and  

children from our Homework Help ministry all received Christmas gifts. Many thanks to 

our members, sponsors, and Thrivent for your generous contributions!  You truly 

blessed our children with a special Christmas day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secret Sisters 
As a reminder, in January the fun will begin with the sending of cards and small gifts to 

your chosen “secret sister”. For questions and comments, please contact Sam Burtt, 

(770) 963-6561 or Phyllis Moss, (770) 921-6688.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Retreat 

Men, please save the Date for the Annual Men’s Retreat for January 26 – January 

28.  For more information, please see Bob MacKinnon. 

 



 

 

 

Name Birthday 

Bev Upton 1/4 

Kendra Koch 1/6 

Jack Templeton 1/13 

Lois Simon 1/14 

Joyce Hlavka 1/18 

Sue Murray 1/24 

Jan Pichetto 1/25 

Travis Conner 1/29 

Joe Murray 1/31 



 

 

The Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank 

 

 Happy New Year!   I welcome 2018 and know that we will be able to donate 

more and more items to help our neighbors in need in our area!  Thank you for all you 

donated in 2017!  I pray that we can keep our neighbors who may need a little help 

once in a while in our thoughts and prayers as well as sharing our bounties of God’s 

Gifts of food, goods, prayers and help of all kinds in this new year! 

 I do not have any new news about when the new location could be the Coop’s 

new home, but any homeowner knows that the particulars of buying a new place do not 

take place overnight! 

 In the meantime, we are still able to donate food and other needs of people in 

our community through Amazing Grace Lutheran Church! 

 As we start 2018, the most needed items are listed as canned meats, canned 

fruits, instant potatoes, and oatmeal!  Personal items like shampoo, toothpaste, deo-

dorant, dish soap, liquid laundry detergent and feminine products are always in short 

supply!  As I keep mentioning, anything that any of us uses in our own homes can be 

needed at the Coop Ministry, but these items listed go quickly and are in short supply 

always!  Thank you so very much for all of your donations now and in the future! 

 And consider being a volunteer!   When the new location happens at 52  

Gwinnett Drive (located across the street from Gwinnett Central High School’s football 

field and next to Lawrenceville Elementary School) there will be many opportunities 

available for everyone’s ‘expertise!’  I will share the news of the change of venue as 

soon as I hear when it will be!  Please consider helping with this relocation of the  

Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank! 

 The next Volunteer Orientation just happens to be scheduled for Thursday,  

February 15 at 7:00  p.m. at the current location of the Coop, 176 Church Street,  

Lawrenceville, GA 30046.  The Coop is located behind the City Hall Building!  Please 

pray about lending yourself to one day a week or so to help stock shelves or help  

clients take groceries to their cars or Pray with Clients, etc.!  It is a rewarding  

opportunity! I love the Mission Statement of the Co-Op and will continue to print it in 

my monthly newsletter for all to read!  

  

“The mission of the Co-Op is to Glorify God and to demonstrate God’s love.  The Co-Op 

is an intentionally Christian organization seeking to honor the Lordship of Jesus Christ 

in word and deed by following His example in sharing and caring for neighbors in need.  

The Co-Op seeks to preserve clients’ dignity while encouraging self-responsibility and 

spiritual growth.” 

 

 I will end my article with Hebrews 13:1-2.  It states…Keep on loving each other 

as brothers and sisters.  Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some who 

have done this have entertained angels without realizing it!...   AMEN! 

 

 May all of us give aid to our neighbors!  Thank 

you, Amazing Grace! 

Linda MacKinnon 

 



 

 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

Council Minutes 

December 12 2017 @ 7:00PM 

 

In Attendance: Pastor Mike, Elaine Schwartz, Lisa Larsen-Moss, Liz Linke, Trish Ladd-Thomas, Marilyn 

DelCampo, John Ferguson, Wayne Linke, Lee Bennett, Bob Lee 

Absent: Debbie Teal 

Guests: Nicole Speddon 

Opening devotional: Pastor Mike 

Spiritual Autobiography: Marilyn DelCampo 

 

Secretary’s Minutes: The November minutes were approved via email through consensus vote on  

November 22 2017. 

Combined Treasurer and Financial Administrator’s Report for November 

 

November, 2017 Regular Giving was $19,557.00, which is $3,057.00 over budget.  Expenses were 

$17,190.55, which was $1,052.51 under budget.  

 

November, 2017 YTD Income was $17,160.82 more than November, 2016 YTD Income. 

 

November, 2017 YTD Expenses were $12,813.03 less than November, 2016 YTD Expenses.  

 

 

2017 Year to Date Giving/Income is $20,198.40 over budget. 

2017 Year to Date Expenses are $27,183.66 under budget. 

 

Dedicated Accounts – We have a balance of $37,318.96 in various accounts, which includes November, 

2017 receipts of $1,081.71 and expenses of $1,081.71.   Expenses were lower than budgeted.  

 

November, 2017 cash on hand is $113,189.59 which includes $39,034.20 in Dedicated funds; therefore, 

not in reserve/not liquid for general expenses. 

 

As Bob stated, offerings were up significantly in November, allowing AGLC to have a very solid month 

financially.  All indications are that we will finish 2017 in good shape, rolling into 2018.  Our cash position 

is actually up slightly during 2017, due to higher offerings than expected, and saved expenses for the 

time period with supply pastors.   

 

 

THE COMBINED REPORTS ARE APPROVED BY CONSENSUS VOTE 

 

Pastor’s Report 

5 Hospital visits 

7 Home visits 

2 Shut-in, retirement community visits 

7 office visits 

4 church meetings 

0 baptisms 

0 funerals 

0 weddings 

Holy Communion administered 2 times during visitation 

Attended homework help 3 times 

 

8 Sunday services and 1 special service, Thanksgiving Eve 

Preached 8 times, plus Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Preached two different messages on Sunday, December 10, as the 8:30 and 11:00 services were  

completely different 

 

1 midweek Advent service, wrote the skit to provide the message. 



 

 

Wrote and directed Christmas pageant, including 2 rehearsals, with much help from Liz and Debi Linke, 

Anna Reyes, Judy Lee, Becky O'Brien, and Lois Simon; and Wayne Linke who made the stable and 

brought the straw. 

 

Taught 4 Bible studies since last Council Meeting. 

2 Staff meetings 

I have been having a wonderful, fulfilling and purposeful experience as Interim Pastor of AGLC. I find 

that most everyone has been very welcoming, supportive and affirming. It has been just the renewal i 

have needed for my ministry. I have particularly appreciated the creative collaborations with the Altar 

Guild head Connie Ferguson on the visual environment of the sanctuary for the various services we have 

held. I have also thoroughly appreciated Lois Simon's creative touches musically. I was thrilled with the 

choir's presentation of "Prepare Ye The Way of the Lord" to open worship on the First Sunday of  

Advent--outstanding! I appreciate the flexibility of the congregation, rolling with some of the changes in 

the liturgy on given Sundays, and on the way in which people who make up the congregation give 

something back in worship. I hear "Amens" periodically, and others will make comments during the  

worship and preaching, often humorous, that brings life to the worship, and as the worship leader gives 

me the indication that people are invested and interested! 

 

I love the children of Amazing Grace and have been blessed by the opportunities to work with them. 

 

I have set a goal into the new year to work on shoring up the Sunday school. I have discussed this with 

Discipleship Chair John Ferguson, and he seems amenable to the suggestions I've made. I will begin  

recruiting some folks to help with the teaching of the children, I have a few people in mind to speak to 

about this.  Now that all of my  belongings have arrived from CT I also have many  

resources  to be able to offer those who might teach to help them plan lessons and activities. 

 

I'm also eager to see AGLC begin to send some of our monthly food collections to the food pantry at 

Berkmar High School. I have been made aware of the food deficiencies among the children  of the school 

system in the Lawrenceville  Community.  Berkmar sent more than 400 meals home with  

students during the Thanksgiving  break; and that is just one school. Louise Radloff from our own  

congregation is very involved with this effort and I would like to see us support her efforts in this way. 

 

Confirmation is struggling, because we are unable consistently to get the class participants to attend the 

classes. There has been talk of moving it to Sunday. More conversation with John Rilinger needs to  

happen if we are to salvage the class. The one consistent participant thus far has been Sarah Callabrese, 

and I hate to have the year lost for her because we can't figure out a way to make the class work for 

those involved. 

 

From my perspective, things in the office are going well. My relationships with the staff thus far seem 

collaborative, supportive, and friendly. 

 

The only matter that needs to be resolved is that the subscription to Microsoft Word for my office  

computer is about to expire, which will hamper my ability to write sermons, etc. I am hoping this can be 

addressed soon. 

 

Action Item:  Microsoft Word set to expire Dec 15 – John has a disc and a password; if that does not 

work then council authorizes pastor or the office staff to purchase a Microsoft Office Suite package that 

meets the needs of the church. 

 

 

COMMISSION REPORTS 

 

Nurture – Marilyn DelCampo 

No Report Submitted. 

 

Discipleship – John Ferguson 

No Report Submitted. 

 

 



 

 

Outreach – Wayne Linke 

• We are in the process of assembling 50 more Grace Bags. - Lud 

• We are planning a PJs & Robes Drive for SaltLight Center Women’s Shelter in Lawrenceville starting 

January 7 thru January 28, 2018. - Debbie Teal 

• We sent $140.00 to the Foster Families of Lutheran Services of Georgia and the Magi Conference  

Project to provide gas cards as appreciation gifts. - Wayne 

• The next Orientation for new volunteers will be on Tuesday, December 21, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Co-op. The Co-op is preparing to move into bigger quarters at 52 Gwinnett Drive next to Lawrenceville 

Elementary School! Please do not forget to keep this wonderful expansion of the Coop Food Bank in your 

thoughts and prayers! If the Spirit moves you, please send a donation to support our neighbors in this 

glorious outreach for our neighbors who may need a little help! - Linda MacKinnon 

• I have about 40 preemie hats that I will be taking to Gwinnett Medical/Lawrenceville in the next few 

days. – Debi Linke 

• We will have a blood drive on Jan. 7 from 9AM-1:00 PM. -Bob MacKinnon 

 

Worship & Music – Debbie Teal 

• 5 Baptisms and 9 First Communions celebrated on November 12. 

• All Saints Sunday on 11/5 was a beautiful service of remembrance. 

• Consecration Sunday on 11/19 – No special W&M committee duties 

• We had a very nice turnout on our first Thanksgiving Eve Service. 

• Christ the King Sunday on 11/26 – We did not say the Nicene Creed as discussed in the committee 

meeting and I’m not sure why, so I will investigate for future special services in the church year. We will 

need to confirm it is translated into Spanish. 

• Wednesday Advent Services – Holding 7:00 pm services, which started Wednesday, December 6th, 

with a thread for Wednesday and Sunday services to focus on “What Is Advent?”.  We’ll use Joyous Light 

service content for Wednesday services along with Dramas. 

• Advent Decorating (e.g. First Sunday of Advent is 12/3) – The church was beautiful. 

• Christmas Decorating – Connie, Judie & Volunteers will decorate the church on December 9. 

• Christmas Pageant with Sunday School Kids will occur 12/10 at 11:00am. 

• Choir Cantata will occur on 12/17 as the 11:00 service – To support our choir and musicians and to 

encourage the congregation to attend the Semi-Annual meeting, we will not have an 8:30 service. 

• Christmas Eve Services will be as follows: 10AM service; 5:00 pm & 10pm services. 

• New Year’s Eve Church on Sunday morning will be at 10AM only. 

• February 14th is Ash Wednesday, so our next full W&M Committee meeting will be Early January 2018 

• Magnetic Name Tags for Council and Hospitality will be ready soon. 

• Hospitality –8:30 and 11:00 5th Sunday teams need to have additional members assigned. 

• Worship Assistants were arranged and confirmed for December.  The schedule for 2018 will be  

created one quarter at a time to allow for new folks to enter into the rotation. 

• Hospitality Team Schedule for 2018 will be created and distributed before Christmas. 

 

Property – Lee Bennett 

• Replaced blinds in choir loft. 

• Coordinated the repair of the leaking toilet in the men’s bathroom. Installing plumber did the repair. 

• Scheduled the inspection of our backflow prevention valve. This is an annual check that the state  

requires. 

 

Action Item: Work Day – will be scheduled for January; Lee will handle heading up the outside work 

and will help organize cleaning crew inside, but needs someone to actually head up the inside jobs (i.e., 

HH/Sunday school closet, reading room, etc. Maybe one of the mamas? 

COMMISSION REPORTS ARE APPROVED BY CONSENSUS VOTE 

 

New Business 

• 2018 Budget - proposed budget was included in weekly emails for the weeks of 12/3 and 12/10, and 

paper copies were made available for congregant review in the narthex. The budget will be voted on for 

approval at the semi-annual meeting on 12/17/17. 



 

 

• Synod Assembly - we can send 2 voting members in addition to the pastor; in the past, we have sent 

the president & his/her spouse; Lisa will check her calendar and see if she and Parry are available,  

otherwise we will find other members to send. 

 

Old Business 

• Semi-Annual meeting - Agenda set: Approval of 2018 budget, reappoint call committee, update on 

call process 

• Nominating Committee - 5 members plus Elaine. We’ve talked to 2 members who have agreed to 

serve on the committee, and 3 others we are still talking to. Remaining nominees will be taken from the 

floor during the semi-annual meeting. 

• HR Update: Many churches have a mutual ministry team or staff support meeting as opposed to an 

HR committee. Pastor has discussed with staff about when to have the yearly staff review after the first 

of the year; the hope is to meet during a weekly staff meeting in early January. 

• Cleaning Crew Update: according to the crew manager, our building is too big and too busy for one 

cleaning a week, and a second cleaning is needed. It would cost around $200 more for another cleaning 

each week. The members of the church also need to make sure that they are cleaning up after them-

selves so we won’t have to have a second cleaning. Elaine will address the congregation about general 

cleanliness at the semi-annual meeting. 

• Update on Call Process - letters have been sent out to potential members of the call committee. 

Council will be following up in the next weeks and will send out letters to alternates if needed. 

 

 

Thank You’s 

• David Berfield for help with installation of blinds in choir loft 

• All the Staff and Volunteers involved with the All Saints Service, the Baptismal Service, First  

Communion, the Consecration Service, the Thanksgiving Eve Service, Christ the King Sunday, and  

preparations for Advent services. 

• Peachtree Band of Jazz for the concert after the Thanksgiving Meal 

• Liz Linke, Debi Linke, Ana Reyes, Judy Lee, Becky O'Brien, and Lois Simon for their help with the 

Christmas Pageant, and Wayne Linke who made the stable and brought the hay. 

 

Spiritual Autobiography for next month: Nicole Speddon 

Closing Prayer 

 

CONSENSUS TO ADJOURN 

 

Respectfully submitted by Liz Linke. 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3  
9:30 am   

Alleluia Girls; 3:30 

pm Staff Meeting 

4 
7 pm Men’s 

Barnabas 

Group;  7:30 

pm NA Group  

5 
8:30 am 

Men’s Group 

6  
 

7  
8:30 Worship; 9 

am—1 pm Blood 

Drive; 10 am Sunday 

School Hour; 11 am  

Worship and  

Pageant Part 2 

8 

6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone Consort  

 

 

 

9  
11 am Good Old 

Guys Meet;  

7 pm Council 

Meeting 

10  
9:30 am   

Alleluia Girls; 2:30 

pm Worship &  

Music Meeting; 3:30 

pm Staff Meeting; 

5:30 pm Homework 

Help 

 11  
7 pm Men’s 

Barnabas 

Group;  7:30 

pm NA Group  

12 

 8:30 am 

Men’s Group 

13 

 

14  
8:30 Worship  

service; 10 am  

Sunday School 

Hour; 11 am  

Worship service 

15 

6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone  

Consort 

 

 

16 

11 am Good Old 

Guys Meet; 

6:30 pm Bible 

Study 

 

 

 17 
9:30 am   

Alleluia Girls;  

5:30 pm Homework 

Help 

 

 

 18 
7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas 

Group; 7:30 

pm NA Group 

  

  

 19 
8:30 am 

Men’s Group 

 20 
 

21  
8:30 Worship  

service; 10 am  

Sunday School 

Hour; 11 am  

Worship service 

22 
6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone  

Consort  
 

23 
11 am Good Old 

Guys Meet; 

6:30 pm Bible 

Study 

 

24 9:30 am   

Alleluia Girls;  
5:30 pm Homework 

Help 

25 
7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas 

Group; 7:30 

pm NA Group  

 

26 
8:30 am 

Men’s Group 

27 
 

28  
8:30 Worship  

service; 10 am  

Sunday School 

Hour; 11 am  

Worship service 

29 
6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone  

Consort  

30 
11 am Good Old 

Guys Meet; 

6:30 pm Bible 

Study 

 

31 
9:30 am   

Alleluia Girls;  
5:30 pm Homework 

Help 
 

  
 


