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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THANKSGIVING? 

Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his  

commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you 

today. 12 What you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in 

them, 13 and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and 

gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, 14 then do not exalt  

yourself, forgetting the Lord your God (Deuteronomy 8:11-14). 

I ask myself the above question almost every time I’m in a department or  

grocery store this time of year; and I see the masses of Halloween decorations and 

candy.  Then usually in close proximity, the Christmas decorations are already going 

up; but there is not a hint of the Thanksgiving holiday that falls between them.  

Thanksgiving and gratitude, however, is a subject we spend a fair amount of time  

talking about in church this time of year.  We talk about how God has blessed us  

beyond what we merit, or have any right to expect of God.  The question then is how 

do we respond appropriately to God’s generosity?  The answer we give is that we  

respond to God’s manifold blessings by giving generously of ourselves, namely in terms 

of our time, the talents God has given us, and our money. 

Our circumstances in this promised land of ours which we possess is not at all  

unlike the situation described in the above reading from Deuteronomy.  We live in a 

land of abundance. In comparison with much of the rest of the world, this land could be 

fairly described as “flowing with milk and honey.” We may not have everything in life 

we would like to have, or everything we think we deserve. Still we all have more than 

we need.  Indeed on Thanksgiving Day, the majority of us will sit down to a fantastic 

feast, food enough to feed a small African or South American village, and there will be 

leftovers to sustain our households for weeks thereafter. I think we all realize at some 

level that we should feel gratitude for all that we have been given. Why then is it, if we 

are completely honest with ourselves, that we  

sometimes find it is hard to get in touch with that sense of gratitude? 

Perhaps this is because along-side the blessings we can all name, life is also very 

hard.  You often hear the phrase, “It’s all good!”  Well, not in my experience.  Things 

are rarely “all good.” Life is usually a mixture of blessings and struggles and hardships 

that can sometimes overshadow those blessings.  I confess I marvel at those who are 

able to rejoice and give thanks in the midst of, and even sometimes because of the  

set-backs they face.  The Apostle Paul actually has quite a lot to say about the  

character that is forged through struggle and difficulty in life.  He writes in his letter to 

the Romans, “suffering produces character, and character produces hope, and 



 

 

hope does not disappoint…” (Romans 5:3-5).  I think it takes a person of mature 

faith, and remarkable strength of character to be able to give thanks and rejoice even in 

the midst of suffering and hardship. 

Singer, song writer Don Henley, formerly of the Eagles, has recorded a song that 

has become important to Deb and I over the years. In fact, we usually find time to play 

it on or around Thanksgiving.  Its called, “My Thanksgiving.” (I encourage you to look 

the song up on Youtube or some other source and listen). This isn’t a song about the 

Thanksgiving holiday.  The singer is merely reflecting on his life, looking back, and  

giving thanks for all of his life, the pleasant experiences as well as the not so pleasant.  

In the song he gives thanks for family and friends, which is the default answer you and I 

always give when we are asked to say what we are thankful for. He then gives thanks 

for: “every breath, for every day of living, for a back that bends,” the simple things in 

life that we normally take for granted, or just don’t think about. Finally, he also gives 

thanks for everything that “broke my heart.”   

The altar is the church’s Thanksgiving table.  That is what the word Eucharist 

means—thanksgiving.  As you come to this table of thanksgiving, you are not obligated 

to bring anything, as you may feel you must when you are invited to a friend or a family 

member’s home for Thanksgiving.  When you come to the communion table you bring 

nothing other than yourselves and your gratitude for all that God has provided you 

through his love and grace.  This year as I sit down to Thanksgiving dinner with the  

people I cherish most in the world I will be intentional in giving thanks, not just for the 

things that are easy for me to be grateful for, but also for the things my heart has yet to 

convince me that I am grateful for. Happy Thanksgiving!!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
AGLC Thanksgiving Family Feast -   Saturday, November 18, 2017.  Potluck meal 

(tea, lemonade, and water provided) will begin at 6:00 PM with a concert following at 

7:30 by Peachtree Band of Jazz.  Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.  Please sign up so we 

have idea of what folks are bringing.  I will need several people to sign up to cook, slice, 

and bring a turkey or a ham – PLEASE SIGN ON THE SIGN-UP SHEET for those!!!   

Questions, comments, or desires to help with set-up or clean-up can be directed to Lud 

at 678-226-1726 (H) or 678-314-5721 (C). 

 



 

 

A Huge Thank You! 

Dear members of the AGLC family, if you were here for our commemoration of the 

500th anniversary of the Reformation and stayed for the Feast of Indulgences  

celebration afterward, you heard many thank yous and acknowledgments of the work 

done by a great many people at AGLC to make our celebration possible. 

 

Let me once again, on behalf of the congregation, thank the members of our  

Congregation Council, who were primarily responsible for engineering the wonderful 

meal we had together after worship: Elaine Schwartz for serving as our hostess, and for 

printing up the menus for the occasion; Nicole Speddon, who also served as a hostess 

for the meal, Liz Linke, who seated most of our feasters, Wayne Linke, who also 

brought meals to tables, John Ferguson, who set up the Octoberfest style music for the 

meal, and also showed off some of his polka moves; Lee Bennett, and Lisa Larsen-

Moss, who served in the kitchen, Trish Ladd-Thomas, who was a table server, and also 

picked up the food from Kurt's restaurant, Debbie Teal, who called to arrange the  

catering for the meal, arranged for the red roses on each table, and also served  

tables on Sunday, and all the members of the Council, who devoted several hours on 

Saturday to setting up tables and decorating the basement for the feast.   Others who 

were instrumental in making the meal happen were Connie Ferguson, who also headed 

up the team to decorate the sanctuary for worship Sunday morning. She climbed the 

ladder to drape the red cloth across the rafters folks.  

 

Also a thank you to Janet Hutchins and all who helped set the environment for worship 

visually on Reformation Sunday. We thank Lud and DJ Ludvigson for helping with the 

set up and serving of the meal. Finally a thank you to Charles and Lois for outstanding 

musical leadership on Sunday, not just accompanying and directing the choir, but in  

arranging the brass accompaniment we enjoyed for the hymns and the anthem. Truly 

an outstanding effort on the part of our musicians, and very inspiring to those of us 

who participated! As someone who is new to AGLC, the fellowship and unity I saw at 

work in the preparations for our Reformation celebration this year bodes very well for 

our ongoing life and ministry together in the coming months. Let us build on this, and 

let us not say, as I have heard a few times that, ”We are just a small congregation and 

we don't have the resources to do that." The Holy Spirit demonstrated to us on  

Sunday that we can accomplish just about any goal of issue we feel called as a  

congregation to tackle! My apologies to anyone who I might have failed to acknowledge 

for their contribution in this article. Thank you, one and all!  

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

All are Invited for These Ministry Events! 

+  November 5, All Saints Sunday.  Loved ones who have passed away over the year 
are remembered during both worship services. 

+ November 7, Pastor’s Mike Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall @ 6:30 pm 

+  November 12, First Communion and Baptisms for several children @ 11 am service. 
         Reception in Fellowship Hall following the 11 am service 

+ November 18, Thanksgiving Dinner @ 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

+  November 19, Consecration Sunday 

+  December 10, Christmas Pageant @ 11 am worship 

+  December 17, Cantata Service @ 11 am worship 

+  January 26 - 28, Men's Retreat @ Lutheridge              

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Mike's Bible Study  
Please join Pastor Mike Tuesday November 7, 21 and 28 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm in the  

Fellowship Hall for Bible Study. We will be studying the book of Acts. All are invited 

and welcome!  



 

 

 

 



 

 

All Saints Sunday 
Thank you to the families who sent in pictures and/or names and biography information 

of loved ones who were remembered on All Saints Sunday, November 5th.  

 

We hope this was meaningful to all the families who lost their loved ones in the past 

year; and to all who participated in our All Saints worship. 

 

All Saints Sunday 
November 5, some think of All Saints as a somber occasion, because of the losses the 

families, and we as a church have experienced, in the death of those we cherished.  On 

the contrary, you are encouraged to think of All Saints as a little Easter service.  In All 

Saints we are celebrating the promise of resurrection and eternal life.  Thus, we should 

rejoice that those we have loved and see no more, have gone on to join the ranks of the 

faithful in God’s kingdom, their heavenly home, and to feast at the heavenly banquet of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Hopefully, therefore, you will come to worship on All Saints  

prepared to rejoice in the promise of resurrection and eternal life, and the inheritance of 

all the saints—a hope which is as much ours as it is theirs! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Stewardship Request  
On November 5 you received an estimate of giving card for your financial consideration 

to Amazing Grace over the next calendar year.  We ask that you take your estimate of 

giving card home and prayerfully consider your financial commitment to the mission and 

ministry of Amazing Grace.  We will have more estimate of giving cards on hand 

for November 19, which is Consecration Sunday, for those who wish to complete a card 

on this day.  

On November 19, Consecration Sunday, you will be asked to submit your estimate of 

giving card during the sending hymn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptisms and First Communion 
Next Sunday, November 12, nine children will receive First Communion and five  

children will be Baptized!  All are then invited to a luncheon in honor of these children to 

celebrate their important faith milestones!  This reception will follow immediately after 

the 11 am worship service in the Fellowship Hall.  Please come to congratulate these 

children on their new journey of faith! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

In Memory of These Saints 

Joan Caroline Pichetto-Krack  

(Mother of Al Pichetto) 

Date of Birth, April 19, 1930 

Passed away on August 9, 2017 

Hee-chang Park  

March 24, 1935 – May 20, 2017 

Father-in-law to Jimmy Herchek 



 

 

 

Wuilver Palma  

(Roxana Rodela’s Husband) 

Date of Birth, February 7, 1985 

Passed away on October 28, 2016 

Sarah Kuldip 

(Niece of Ramaish Bidessy) 

Date of Birth, December 4, 1960  

Passed away on July 19, 2017 



 

 

 

Dianne Collins (Friend of Gwyn Plaster) 

Date of Birth August 26, 1946 

Passed away on  
February 2017 

Robert Lee Danner 

(Dolly Danner’s Husband) 

Date of Birth, April 5, 1934 

Passed away on March 5, 2017 



 

 

 

Raleigh Polk Nelson (Nannette Stariha’s Cousin) 

Date of Birth, September 11, 1925 

Passed away on January 22, 2017 



 

 

“Secret Sisters Ministry” 
Ladies of Amazing Grace, sign up for a year of fun with “Secret Sisters”. “Secret Sisters” 

is a fun ministry for sending cards or small gifts to your “secret sister” each month or as 

often as you choose. 

 

On Sundays November 12th, November 19th and November 26th, we will have  

sign-up sheets on the table in the Narthex. The sign-up sheets will include places for 

your contact information, as well as for your Birthday, Wedding Anniversary and Hobbies 

and Interests. 

 

On December 3rd after the 11 am worship service in the Fellowship Hall, we will have a 

drawing for the “secret sisters”. As the name implies, the name you receive should be 

kept a secret. In January the fun will begin with the sending of cards and small gifts to 

your chosen “secret sister”. 

 

For questions and comments, please contact Sam Burtt, (770) 963-6561 or Phyllis Moss, 

(770) 921-6688. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Advent News! 
–Yes, folks Advent is coming! It will be here before we know it. So, we want you to be 

aware of some of the plans that are being made: We will see the return of a midweek 

service on Wednesday evening, as in years past. In previous years, attendance for 

these mid-week services has not been great, which sparks a discussion about time and 

resources and such. The theme for our Advent services and all of Advent really is “The 

Rush to Christmas-- Let Advent Be Advent.” We will explore the meaning of Advent and 

why we should think of it as a distinct season in the church year, and not merely a time 

for decorating and Christmas shopping. In church everyone seems in a rush to put up 

the Christmas decorations and to sing Christmas carols. But in consultation with the 

Worship and Music Committee we have decided to make a concerted effort to observe 

Advent separate and apart from Christmas, by decorating the sanctuary gradually  

during the four weeks of Advent, and singing Advent music leaping to “Joy to the 

World.” Come and learn patience and experience the peace we so long for in the days 

that lead up to Christmas, as only time apart in worship, can help facilitate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Pageant 
This year we will be presenting a Christmas Pageant on December 10 at the 11:00 a.m. 

service. It will be a simple pageant, with only a few rehearsals in advance. This is  

because we want the pageant to have an unrehearsed feel to it. Pastor Mike will also be 

tying the pageant into a children’s story beloved from his youth with which some of you 

may be familiar: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, in which the “Horrible Herdman’s,” 

an unchurched family, take over the annual Christmas pageant, with all sorts of  

mishaps and chaos. The message of the story of is: that the actors in the first  

Christmas Pageant, Mary and Joseph, and the Shepherds had no as little preparation 

for the roles they were to play in the birth of Jesus, as most Christmas pageants we are 

familiar with. This leads to consideration of what sort of role we play in welcoming the 

Christ child into our hearts and world. 



 

 

Reformation Video 
Check out our fun Reformation video created by Pastor Mike and filmed and edited by 

David Trevino and starring some characters you may know :). This video can also be 

viewed on tisgrace.org,  Just click on Pastor Mike's Sermons or go to the Amazing Grace 

Facebook page.  

 

Stay tuned for Pastor Mike’s next creation to be shown in worship on November 12. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach Opportunity 

It is once again time to be thinking of the Foster Families of Lutheran Services of  

Georgia, and the Magi Conference Project to provide gas cards as appreciation gifts. This 

is something AGLC has supported in the past. 

  

LSG normally presents the gifts to the foster families the first week-end of December. 

The Naomi Circle (WELCA) at Living Grace will arrange for the cards to be placed in 

Christmas cards with a handwritten appreciation note. 

  

You can donate money towards the cards or purchase a gas card yourself. Please put 

your donations in the offering plate no later than Sunday,11/26, so they can be taken 

to Living Grace by the 11/30. 

http://tisgrace.org/


 

 

 

Name Birthday 

Koehler, Robert 11/4 

Whitehead, Jim 11/5 

Linke, Tiffany 11/8 

Ladd-Thomas, Damon 11/10 

Bennett, Charlotte 11/15 

Calabrese, Sarah 11/16 

Kilundu, Shimen 11/20 

Spencer, Diana 11/20 

Nagy, Roger 11/22 

Hernnandez, Jackie 11/23 

Johnson, Bernice 11/23 

Drake, Carol 11/24 

Kilundu, Christian 11/24 

Moss, Maren 11/24 

Anschuetz, Charles 11/25 

Hoffmaster, Drew 11/25 

Castro, Debra 11/27 



 

 

The Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank 

Happy November! We have some cooler weather to look forward to as well as two major 

holidays rapidly approaching as we get into November and later in December! It is a 

time when I start to worry about folks having enough to eat. It is not just for the  

holidays, it is because of the weather change! Outdoor jobs sometimes become scarce 

and that means the job market drops a little also! This can lead to people needing a little 

help in feeding their families! But we are so fortunate to be a part of the Lawrenceville 

Cooperative Ministry Food Bank! We at Amazing Grace can help our brothers and sisters 

who may not have enough to eat in this colder weather as well as provide some of the 

necessities of daily life! 

Right now, the Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank is preparing to move into 

bigger quarters at 52 Gwinnett Drive across the street from Central Gwinnett High 

School and next to Lawrenceville Elementary School! (There is another little blurb about 

their move that I have shared in another article! Please look at that info to see what we 

can do to help the Co-Op with its relocation! Thank You!) 

This month, the listing of what is most needed foods for the Coop shelves includes 

canned tuna/beef and chili! Peanut butter and jelly are also wonderful additions to the 

shelves. What is breakfast without oatmeal and grits added? Dinner is better with rice or 

Spaghetti and sauce! Canned fruit is also needed as a nice dessert for any meal! 

Foods are not alone in being needed! Personal care items are always welcome too! 

Shampoo/toothpaste/toothbrushes/soap/and deodorant are very appreciated by the  

patrons! We cannot forget dish detergent and laundry detergent on our list! And  

feminine products are very welcomed! 

 

I cannot thank all of you at Amazing Grace enough for your kindnesses for our neighbors 

and tell you over and over again and again how much your donations are appreciated by 

the clients of the Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank! Thank you does not 

seem to cover how deeply your donations are appreciated by me and all of the  

volunteers at the Cooperative Food Bank! Don’t forget that cash or checks are also  

wonderful gifts for the Food Bank! Our Coop can buy cans of needed foods from the  

Food Bank at cut rate prices if needed! Cash can help clients with prescriptions, various 

utility bills, and other things! Yes, Christmas is approaching and people get caught up in 

‘giving’ for the holidays! But hunger is every day! No heat is every day! Thank You, God, 

for the Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank! 

 

We have given 192 items to the Food Bank since our last report! Thank you, Amazing 

Grace! Keep those donations coming! The next Orientation for new volunteers will be on 

Tuesday, December 21, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. at the Co-op! I will end with the Missions 

Statement of The Co-Op. “The mission of the Co-Op is to glorify God and to demonstrate 

God’s love. The Co-Op is an intentionally Christian organization seeking to honor the 

Lordship of Jesus Christ in word and deed by following His example in sharing and caring 

for neighbors in need. The Co-Op seeks to preserve clients’ dignity while encouraging 

self-responsibility and spiritual growth.” 

 

Thank you, Amazing Grace for helping our neighbors! 

May God Bless You Always, Linda MacKinnon 



 

 

The Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank 

 

 As I start my Coop Food Bank article, I am already thinking of the last month 

and a half of 2017.  It is about this time every year that I start to worry about our 

neighbors who may need a little help at Thanksgiving and especially at Christmas! 

 I feel a little better since I have read the Coop Food Bank webpage and saw that 

several churches have signed up to provide goods and food stuff for all of November.  I 

hope that includes Thanksgiving Dinner!   

 At this time, the Coop Food Bank needs the following food items:   Canned 

Tuna/Beef/Chili as well as Peanut butter and Jelly, Oatmeal and Grits, Rice/Spaghetti/

Spaghetti Sauce, and Canned Fruit! 

 For the clients well being there is a need for the following personal care items: 

Shampoo/toothpaste/deodorant, dish soap, bar soap for bathing, laundry detergent, 

and feminine products! 

 I pray that we will all answer the call to help our neighbors in their time of  

needing these items!  We who do not worry about running to the store for some of 

these items just have no idea how difficult it may be for someone who cannot buy a 

bottle of shampoo for his/her hair or a bar of soap to wash their faces, hands, etc.!  

Please support the Lawrenceville Coop with whatever you can to help our neighbors! 

 As always, I am including the Mission Statement of the Lawrenceville  

Cooperative Ministry in my article! 

 It states “The mission of the Co-Op is to glorify God and to demonstrate God’s 

love.  The Co-Op is an intentionally Christian organization seeking to honor the  

Lordship of Jesus Christ in word and deed by following His example in sharing and  

caring for neighbors in need.  The Co-Op seeks to preserve clients’  

dignity while encouraging self-responsibility and spiritual growth.’ 

 

     My Bible verse for this month is a quote from Jesus in Matthew 25:35!  Jesus  

reminds us… ‘For I was hungry and you fed me. …’   When we help feed our neighbors, 

Jesus says it is the same as feeding Him! 

 Please pick up a couple of items from the Co-Op’s needs listed above!   The food 

is a given, but there are so many more items that you take for granted that are on the 

Co-Op’s list of needs! 

 Thank you, Amazing Grace, for your generous gifts to the Lawrenceville  

Cooperative Ministry Food Bank!  Since last report 130 items have been delivered to 

the Food Bank!    

 One reminder before I close for another month…Please remember that the next 

Orientation for New Volunteers is on Thursday, October 19, at 7:00 p.m. at the Co-Op 

Located behind the Lawrenceville City Hall Building.  The address is 176 Church Street!  

Please come and find out how you can help The Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry 

Food Bank!  There is a place for everyone!   

Thank You! 

 

God Bless you always, 

Linda MacKinnon 

 



 

 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

Council Minutes 

October 10 2017 @ 7:00PM 

 

In Attendance: Elaine Schwartz, Lisa Larsen-Moss, Liz Linke, Trish Ladd-Thomas, John  

Ferguson, Wayne Linke, Marilyn DelCampo, Lee Bennett, Debbie Teal, Bob Lee, Pastor Mike  

Millum 

Absent: 

Guests: Nicole Speddon  

Opening Devotional: Pastor Mike posed the question of “How do you feel like the church 

needs to reform or should continue to reform?” to council for discussion. 

Spiritual Autobiography: Pastor Mike Millum 

 

Secretary’s Minutes: The September Council minutes were approved via email on September 

25, 2017. A motion was made by Wayne Linke and seconded by Trish Ladd-Thomas, and the 

motion carried. 

 

Combined Treasurer and Financial Administrator’s Report for August 

 

September, 2017 Regular Giving was $16,653.03, which is $2,153.03 over budget.  Expenses 

were $14,940.89, which was $3,530.27 under budget.  Expenses were drastically reduced due 

to Pastor’s Allowances being markedly less in August. 

 

September, 2017 YTD Income was $14,002.57 more than September, 2016 YTD Income. 

September, 2017 YTD Expenses were $11,513.54 less than September, 2016 YTD Expenses.  

 

 

2017 Year to Date Giving/Income is $16,757.46 over budget. 

2017 Year to Date Expenses are $25,201.33 under budget. 

 

Dedicated Accounts – We have a balance of $41,919.05 in various accounts, which includes 

September, 2017 receipts of $5,584.00 and expenses of $966.00.    

 

September, 2017 cash on hand is $120,431.89 which includes $41,919.05 in Dedicated funds; 

therefore, not in reserve/not liquid for general expenses. 

 

 

THE COMBINED TREASURER & FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT WAS APPROVED 

THROUGH CONSENUS. 

Pastor’s Report 

• Visitation: Four shut-in visits; two hospital visits; six home visits 

• Office Visits: Three 

• Church Meetings: Congregational Council; Special Congregation Council Meeting; Executive 

Committee Meeting; HR meeting, Worship & Music Meeting; 2 staff meetings, visitation 

team meeting. I also dropped in on the Alleluia Girls and Good Ol’ Guys in September 

• Synod Events: Attended multi-cultural conference; and meeting of the Magi Conference 

• Homework Help: Present four Wednesdays in September, worked on tutoring 3 children.  

Also dropped in on choir to visit a little 



 

 

• Sunday School: Present to help with Sunday School each of my four Sundays here. I am  

also teaming with Judy Lee to teach First Communion. We have taught one class so far, two 

are remaining. 

• Sunday Worship: Led worship and preached four Sundays since September 18 

• Weddings/Funerals: None 

• Participated in serving meal to Berkmar football team, Thursday October 5 

• Will be leading the Fall Festival for Children on Saturday October 21 

• Will be attending the Leadership Convocation October 17-19 at LutheRidge Conference  

Center and will be staying for the Interim Ministry Gathering afterward. 

• I will soon be announcing information about a Pastor led Bible study. So far Tuesday night 

seems the most popular. 

• I am preparing some build up to Consecration Sunday with Jimmy Herchek. Consecration 

Sunday will be November 19, 2017. 

 

COMMISSION REPORTS 

 

Nurture – Marilyn DelCampo 

• Take-a-meal – several members provided meals and groceries to Sanford McCalla at the  

request of Nannette Stariha. If anyone knows or feels there is someone who would benefit 

for meals to please let me know, and I will make contact and go from there. Bev Upton 

• Large Groups – trying to recruit. Now working on Reformation “Feast of Indulgences” ideas 

and possibilities. Starting to work on AGLC Thanksgiving meal the Saturday before  

Thanksgiving. Lud 

 

Discipleship – John Ferguson 

The 2017/2018 Sunday School session is moving forward. 

Discussion points for the Meeting: 

 We need to focus on a back-up for Becky in the Children’s Class 

 A request has been made to enhance our children’s activities during the 11:00  

service. 

Outreach – Wayne Linke 

• We have a blood drive scheduled on 10/29 from 9:00-1:00. 

• We prepared and served another successful supper for the Berkmar football team on 10/5. 

• We will be serving supper at the Lutheran Campus Ministry on Tuesday, 10/24. 

• We collected over 250 pair of shoes for the Soul Project. 

• Arts and Craft Festival is this coming Saturday, 10/14, from 9:00 – 4:00. Volunteers are  

always needed for set up from 7:00-9:00 and tear down from 3:00-5:00. 

• We will have a Fall Festival for the kids on Saturday, 10/21, from 6:00-8:00. Pastor Mike 

and his wife, Deb, will lead the event. 

Worship & Music – Debbie Teal 

• On 9/17/17, Worship Services began again at 8:30am & 11:00am with Sunday School at 

10:00am.  We also welcomed Pastor Mike Millum. 

• Worship & Music Commission sign-up sheets were fairly well utilized on 9/24.  

• Still need Hospitality Team leaders and volunteers. 

• Still need volunteers for Altar Guild duties. 

• Worship & Music Committee (Lois, Charles, Pastor Mike and Debbie T.) met on September 

28th.   



 

 

• Discussed ways to improve Pastor Mike’s transition to our materials and screen content as 

well as how to incorporate his desired liturgical content. 

• Discussed World Communion Bread (s) 

• Discussed Reformation Sunday, i.e. Preparing Musically. Requesting written ideas of how the 

Church should continue to Reform.   

• Discussed All Saints Sunday, i.e. Pictures of those who passed since the last All Saints.   

Potential “look like” Stain Glass project for kids. 

• Discussed Christ the King Sunday, i.e. Saying the Nicene Creed and confirming we have it 

translated into Spanish 

• Discussed Wednesday Advent Services, i.e. Gather historical attendance #s (Done). Use 

Joyous Light service which is a more suitable Advent content.  

• Next Committee meeting hopefully include other key W&M volunteer leads.  Debbie T. to 

send email … Date & Time TBD. 

• Lois hosted Lunch Meeting for current Choir Members on 10/8.  Delicious meal enjoyed by 

everyone.   Brief results of meeting as follows: Choir will rehearse every Wednesday from 

7:15-8:30pm and prepare to sing 2 Sunday’s per month. Celebration Singers, Sanctuary  

Ensemble, and Rainbow Ensemble/Choir (children & adults) will provide music on other  

Sundays.  Worship & Music Council Chair and Worship & Music Committee Members will  

create and maintain Musical Calendar for proactive pre-planning and consistency of know 

Who, What, When Where for the best Communication to all members as possible. 

• December 10th will be a Children’s Pageant led by Pastor Mike. 

• December 17th will be the Christmas Cantata at 11:00am Service.  We’d love to have more 

singers come to appropriate Wed. night and special rehearsals that will be schedule and  

announced soon. 

• Magnetic Name Tags for Council and Hospitality – David Berfield provided me with  

information about updating our existing name badges.  The front cover pops off and new  

inserts can be placed.  I ordered inserts quite a while ago, but they haven’t arrived, so I’ll 

investigate.  I’ll need to acquire logo and make format since all of that stayed with  

AlphaGraphics.  Stay tuned. 

 

Property – Lee Bennett 

• A new sink was installed in the coffee area. This is the last item of the remodeling project 

that was generously given by Tracie and Jacob Crowe. 

• The crash bars to the doors to the fellowship hall were tightened and adjusted as well as the 

lock to downstairs bathroom. 

• Cleaning service is not cleaning the church to our standards. Lee will contact them to let 

them know of our dissatisfaction and that we will be looking into other companies if their 

service doesn’t start to meet our cleanliness standards  

• Lock on the door from the parking lot at the stairwell is jammed. Will need to replace lock 

and crash bar. 

• As discussed at the September council meeting, the following is a draft of the church policy 

regarding use of Amazing Grace’s building as a storm shelter. Please note this is just a draft 

and all input is welcome. 

 As a part of the Lawrenceville community Amazing Grace Lutheran church will  

welcome those that fear their homes are not safe during storms, for short term  

protection during storms only.  

 As we have limited space, no long-term storage for extended stay equipment and 

supplies, we can only offer our basement as a shelter for short term protection. All 

those that request to stay in our building need to sign in with full name, address and 



 

 

phone number. The church staff or council officer will handle check in and keep the 

sign in information during the building use. They will then post the council members 

via email to allow for us to assist those staying in our building during the storm in 

any way possible. 

 The church staff or council officer will handle check out and verify that all doors are 

locked. 

 We make no guarantee as to our facility being storm hardened and will not be  

responsible for any harm or damage to those staying in our building during storms. 

COMMISSION REPORTS APPROVED BY CONSENSUS VOTE 

 

New Business 

New Copier for Office – The copier is on its last leg, and a donation has been made to purchase 

a new copier. The copier has been ordered, with the council’s blessing. 

 

Old Business 

• Church Password Policy – tabled until November 

• Update on Call Process – council has met and compiled a list of 6 names, and 4 alternates. 

We are working to draft a letter to contact those individuals to see if they would accept such 

a call. 

• Update Constitution & Bylaws – tabled until November 

• Meal on Reformation Sunday – will be after the 11:00 worship service on Sunday October 

29. It will be a catered meal served to the congregation by the church council. 

• Consecration Sunday – will be November 19; Pastor Mike is in conversation with Jimmy on 

ideas  

• HR Committee – Rudy Beilfuss has agreed to accept another 2-year term. Wayne Linke and 

Parry Moss have agreed to serve a term on the committee. A fourth person has been  

Identified as a potential member, Lisa will approach the individual.  

• Conflict resolution – Pastor Mike is going to look for ways to incorporate this topic into a  

sermon series or into bible studies. 

Thank You’s 

 

• Sharon Ritchie for creating Welcome Banner for Pastor Mike that members were able to, & 

still can, sign. 

• Thank you to all who helped with the outreach functions in September. 

• Thank you to the family that made the donation to purchase a new copier! 

• Thank you to Nicole Speddon for taking time out of her schedule to attend out monthly 

council meeting. 

• Thank you to Liz Linke for her tireless efforts to try and keep up communication among the 

council as well as between the council and congregation. 

 

Spiritual Autobiography for next month: Debbie Teal  

Closing Prayer 

 

CONCENSUS TO ADJOURN 

 

Respectfully submitted by Liz Linke. 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 9:30 am   

Alleluia Girls; 3:30 

pm Staff Meeting 

5:30 pm  

Homework Help 

2 7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group;  

7:30 pm NA 

Group  

3 
8:30 am 

Men’s Group 

4 
 

5 All Saints Sunday! 
8:30  Worship; 10 

am Sunday School 

Hour; 11 am  

Worship Service 

6 

6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone Consort ; 

7pm Prayer  

Discernment Group 

7 11 am Good 

Old Guys Meet; 

6:30 pm Bible 

Study 

8 
9:30 am   

Alleluia Girls; 

5:30 pm  

Homework Help 

 9 

7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group;  

7:30 pm NA 

Group  

10 

 8:30 am 

Men’s Group 

11 
 

12  
8:30  Worship; 10 

am Sunday School 

Hour; 11 am  

Worship with  

Baptisms and First 

Communion 

13 

6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone  

Consort  

 

 

 

14 

11 am Good Old 

Guys Meet; 7 

pm Council 

Meeting 

 

 

 15 
9:30 am   

Alleluia Girls; 3:30 

pm Staff Meeting 

5:30 pm  

Homework Help 

 

 16 
7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group; 

7:30 pm NA 

Group 

  

  

 17 
8:30 am 

Men’s Group 

 18 
6 pm  

Thanksgiving 

Dinner 

 

19 Consecration 

Sunday! 
8:30  Worship; 10 

am Sunday School 

Hour; 11 am  

Worship 

20 
6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone  

Consort ; 7pm Prayer  

Discernment Group 

21 
11 am Good Old 

Guys Meet; 

6:30 pm Bible 

Study 

 

22 9:30 am   

Alleluia Girls; 
5:30 pm  

Homework Help 

23 
7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group; 

7:30 pm NA 

Group  

 

24 
8:30 am 

Men’s Group 

25 
 

26  
8:30  Worship; 10 

am Sunday School 

Hour; 11 am  

Worship 

27 
6:30 pm Peachtree  

Trombone  

Consort  

28 
11 am Good Old 

Guys Meet; 

6:30 pm Bible 

Study 

29 
9:30 am   

Alleluia Girls; 
5:30 pm  

Homework Help 

30 
7 pm Men’s  

Barnabas Group; 

7:30 pm NA 

Group  

  


