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Join Us for New Beginnings in May...  

New Members Inquiry 

New Council Members 

New Confirmand 

New Summer Worship Time 

New Ministry Opportunities 
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Now Comes the Hard Part 
 

If you’ve been reading my monthly newsletter articles, then I expect you can tell what 

this one will be about. Yes, that’s right: prayer and bible reading. But this time it is less 

about the act of doing them than the truly hard part, which is making them a habit.  

In order to make prayer and bible reading a habit, here is what you have to do: 

 

You have to do them. 

 

That’s it. There is no other solution. You simply have to do them. I can give you all the 

tricks and tips in the world, write a million clever newsletter articles, find you an awesome 

mentor, I can call you every day and text you every night to remind you, but ultimately 

nothing I do matters. It’s what YOU do that matters. YOU have to make the time in your 

schedule. YOU have to have the discipline. YOU have to actually pick up a bible and read, 

and actually sit down to pray. 

 

You have to do them. 

 

I will continue to talk about bible reading and prayer. I’ll probably still be talking about 

them when they’re rolling my coffin down the aisle at my funeral. They are that important. 

But I also know that, ultimately, it’s out of my hands. It’s up to you. You have to want to 

pray and read your bible, and you have to do them. 

 

You have to do them. 

 

I really, really hope you do. 

 

And if I can help in any way, please let me know. 

 

God loves you, and so do I. 

-Pastor Scott 

 

 



 

 

New Council & Semi-Annual Meeting 

Nominations for Vice President, Discipleship Commission  

Leader and Secretary have been received by the Nominating 

Committee for the 2016 - 2017 year beginning on May 22, 

2016. The Nominees are: 

 

 Elaine Schwartz, Vice President 

 John Ferguson, Discipleship 

 Liz Linke, Secretary 

 David Rager will remain as Property Chair for another term.      

 

The semi-annual meeting in which to vote on these Council positions will be on May 22 

@  9:45 AM.  Please plan to attend this brief, but very important meeting.   

A quorum is required for this meeting. 
 

 

 

 

Foreign Language Speakers Wanted 

On Pentecost, May 22,  the scripture reading will be in 

as many foreign languages as possible. So if you speak a  

language other than English and would like to be part of  

the reading that day, please let Pastor Scott know or to 

show your interest, please sign-up on the sheet in the 

Narthex. Be sure to indicate what language you speak! 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Disaster Preparedness Workshop 

We are seeking volunteers to attend a  

Disaster Preparedness Workshop on Saturday,  

May 14 @ 9 am in the Sanctuary.  This  

workshop has been strongly recommended for all  

Lutheran churches by the ELCA.  Al Kates from All 

Saints Lutheran Church will be here to discuss disaster 

preparation recommendations for Amazing 

Grace.  Please show your interest by signing up on the 

sheet in the Narthex.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chemo Caps and Baby Hats Ministry  

 
On Sunday, May 15th I will be giving lessons on 

how to knit and crochet.  We will meet after the 

11:00 service in the Fellowship Hall.  Bring a 

"sack lunch" and I will supply the yarn, needles and 

patterns.  For more information please contact me, 

Debi Linke:cell - 678-689-7571,  

email - deblinke@comcast.net 

 

 

 

Summer Worship New Time 

Effective May 29, we will move to one 

worship service throughout the  

summer.  Worship will begin @ 10 

am.  We look forward to this time of 

bringing our entire congregation  

together for worship throughout the 

busy vacation months. 

 

 

Vacation Bible School  

VBS this year will be unlike any other! For the first time, we 

will have a fully bilingual VBS. This is a fantastic step for-

ward in ministry to and with our Homework Help families 

who have come to mean so much to our congregation. 

  

VBS this year will be on Wednesday nights from 4:30-

8 p.m. Dates are June 15- July 27. VBS will close each 

night with Wednesday Night Grace, which will be VBS 

themed and have VBS songs.  

  

What does bilingual mean? It means that: 

 

Anyone whose primary language is English or Spanish can participate fully. 

Hispanic speaking children and adults can learn English in a fun environment. 

English speaking children and adults can learn Spanish in a fun environment. 

 

This is a very exciting step forward for our ministry. Stay tuned for more details!  

tel:678-689-7571
mailto:deblinkeunch@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Evenings  

We would love for you to join us for dinner on 

Wednesdays @ 5 pm in the Fellowship 

Hall.   Please bring a side dish to share or/and  

enjoy the delectable dishes prepared by  

others.  Then we could match you up to help a child in a subject which suits your  

experience.  You will be amazed at the great feeling this gives to YOU!  Midweek Grace 

follows @ 7 pm in the Sanctuary.  Join us for hymns and a discussion.   

All happen every Wednesday in May.  

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Support for AFFIRM 

Thanks to the awesome support from the community, 

$1700 was raised from the April 23 Yard Sale!   

 

This combined with the $750, which was raised from 

the Easter Breakfast, will pay for 5 children to attend  

AFFIRM this summer!   

 

Our goal is to send 9 children to AFFIRM.  So your continued support to help us raise 

more funds to send 4 more children to AFFIRM is very much appreciated!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Zumba Party 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Zumba 

Party on April 15 to support Ana Reyes’s sister  

Amanda, who has cancer.  

 

$1,290 was raised from generous donations of the  

community!  Your donations will help greatly with 

Amanda’s health care. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Summer Lunch  

First United Methodist of Lawrenceville is  

preparing “IT’S SUMMER LUNCH KICK OFF” 

program. Children who are eligible for reduced 

or free lunch during the school year will be  

given the opportunity to have a lunch delivered 

to them by way of volunteers during the  

summer. Starting May 31st and ending July 29th, 

a child receives a sack lunch that contains a 

sandwich, snack, fruit, and juice box. 

 

Last year almost 400 children were fed daily and the program continues to grow. Help is 

needed in several areas. This is where the summer kick off comes in. Help is needed in 

collecting the following items.  

 

Beginning May 1st -22nd collections of the following items will be: 

Week 1  Ziploc Bags ( zippered: sandwich and snack size) 

Week 2  Sweet and/or Salty Snacks (individually wrapped & containing no nuts) 

Week 3  Juice Boxes 

Week 4  Applesauce / Fruit Cups 

 

Drivers to deliver lunches are also needed. 

 

If you are interested in taking part in this summer ministry please talk to Bob  

MacKinnon.   

 

 

 

New Ministry Leader 

Jackie Rager is the new contact person and  

ministry leader for the Communion bread bakers, 

Cookie Ministry and the Alleluia Girls.   

 

To reach Jackie in regard to any of these ministries 

or and to offer your help with any of these  

ministries, please call her @  (770) 906-1293 or 

send her an email, djrager2@yahoo.com.   

Thank you for your Ministry leadership Jackie!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Inquiry Lunch  

Member Inquiry sessions have been very well attended 

and meaningful.   

 

There will be an optional Membership Inquiry session on 

Sunday May 8. If you have Mother's Day plans, great! 

Go do that. But if you are available and have completed 

the Five Fold Survey, come down to the Fellowship Hall 

at 9:45 am. And if you are already a member and want 

to learn more about your spiritual gifts, fill out the survey and stop by!   

 

The final Inquiry session will be held on Sunday, May 15 at 9:45 in the Fellowship Hall.  

If you are considering membership, please plan to join us for this final session! 

 

 

 

Youth Yard Sale 

April 23, Wow, what a day! 

$1700? That was amazing. 

Turns out that was just the tip of the 

iceberg. 

Beyond the money, beyond the crowd, 

beyond all of this were the moments. 

The things most of us didn't see:  

The pastor who will be setting up an office with items bought Saturday. The library in 

Haiti that will soon be stocked with our books. The smiles of the children who got toys 

for free, the joy of the man who sold the land that would become this church returning 

to see such a vibrant community, I could go on and on.  

How do we know these stories? Because we cared enough to ask. Because we took the 

time to treat each person who came as a child of God. Because we listened, and we 

spoke of God's love.   

We can have the best events, offer the best programs, have the most impressive  

worship, but if we don't do them in love, we're like a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  

It just doesn't matter. And if we do it with love, then it really doesn't matter what we 

do. God's Kingdom will grow, on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

I'm proud of each and every one of you who brought God's Kingdom to Lawrenceville on 

Saturday, and am humbled to be your pastor.   Pastor Scott 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015VJnmqGKOp8gPpfjXp7HeD-4HuGhQ87poJPAMBHoUZB_U0kzxvWTdmUbzwoH0kN5pOcA0hstIadQ5uvPo8wNQ3yWuJ0YTJBKAxHvqLYe_Rwv4V7g5_tWw5qWch4Ip3qoggWaA7gvQs_Ck1foffSHhkeScPLOLDZITGo-m5eE3zNP3yhIOSAk7-NMUe11vHJk-Mv-m0pGtelNy5NyGfhusV-lNSMH5oX4SjQh


 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration Lunch Bunch 

 

The Celebration Lunch Bunch gathered on Sunday, April 10, 2016, at a favorite restaurant of many  

of us located in Lawrenceville - Hong Kong Garden Chinese Restaurant!  Even with the “competition” with the  

meeting of the Arts and Crafts Festival’s lunch at the local BBQ joint, we had 12 wonderful folks join us in  

celebrating Life! 

We had a lovely couple (Miss Charlotte and Lee Bennett) who were celebrating their 40th wedding  

anniversary at Miss Charlotte’s favorite restaurant!  Lee was also already celebrating his retirement that took 

place on May 1st! 

Griff Griffin must not be able to eat around his dog as he was celebrating eating without his dog!  That 

was funny! 

Debi Linke was celebrating her’s and Dave’s 20th wedding anniversary!  I believe that was the weekend 

that Dave’s back gave out on him causing him pain and agony and missing a week of work!  Debi also  

expressed her ‘Thanks’ for Pastor Scott’s arrival! 

Jennifer Linke’s first trip to New York City for her job was celebrated by her and all of us at the table! 

            What can be more exciting than buying your first house and that 30-year (approximately) mortgage?  

Liz Linke was celebrating this event with a huge smile on her face and many congrats from those of us joining 

her for lunch! 

 Leah Linke was extremely happy to have an aunt visiting with her!  And, we all found out that Leah 

was starting a new job on Monday, the 11th, in the medical field she was trained for and that is something we all 

celebrated!  Thank You, God! 

 Aunt Jody, Leah’s aunt, was excited to meet some of Leah’s friends and visiting with the Georgia  

family! 

 Wayne Linke said that Linda is thankful for her many friends like Linda MacKinnon who sends her 

letters and cards! 

 Wayne Linke announced that he could be pre-diabetic and was happy to know that several of us at the 

table were very supportive as we have diabetes and all of us are there for him if he ever needs us in any way!  

He also was glad to be out with friends catching up on each other’s lives and sharing God’s Love! 

 Bob MacKinnon was thankful for the beautiful beginning of Spring! 

 It was such a wonderful gathering of people with so many things to be thankful for!  I am very  

thankful for my life, my family and especially for my Family of Friends in Christ! 

 Because of summer’s church scheduling and other activities around the church, it has become difficult 

for me to know when we could continue meeting with Lunch Bunch during the coming months!  In light of this 

revelation, I am open for suggestions about whether to stop Lunch Bunch for the summer OR perhaps choose a 

Saturday afternoon Lunch Bunch, etc.!  Please give me your feedback and we will go from there!   THANK 

YOU YOUR INPUT!   

 
God’s Blessings Always,    

Linda MacKinnon 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Service for 

 Catherine Lankford 

Catherine Lankford, age 100, a charter member of 

Amazing Grace, passed away peacefully at her 

home on Sunday morning, May 1.   

 

A memorial service to honor Catherine's life 

will be held on Saturday, May 21 at 12 pm at 

Amazing Grace. Lunch reception to follow.  

All welcome.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Sunday 

We are very pleased to announce that on Pentecost,  

Sunday, May 22, Emma Ladd-Thomas will affirm her faith 

in the rite commonly known as Confirmation. Please pray 

for Emma, and plan to be at the 11:00 service to share in 

this special moment as she says "YES!" to God's love and 

grace. Reception to follow.  

 

 

 
 

 

Bible Study and Prayer  

Co-ed Bible Study & Prayer Discernment 

both meet on Monday evenings May 2 and  

May 16, @ 7 pm.  Bible Study meets in 

the Fellowship Hall and Prayer Discernment 

meets in the Sanctuary.  All are welcome to 

join either gathering.  No prior experience 

is necessary for either gathering.    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank 

 

 Hello, Amazing Grace!  It is hard to believe that another school year is coming to an end!  I am sure most 

of us have made some travel plans to visit family and friends or planned some exotic trips to places you have not 

been before!  I am asking that for the time that you are home to be thinking about all those children in our area who 

are not being fed breakfast and lunch at their schools! 

 As contributors to the Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank through Amazing Grace I am  

asking that we each try to pick up a multi-package of cereals, dry oatmeal packs, juice boxes, Pop Tarts, apple 

sauce, and/or small cups of peanut butter for some breakfasts for the Food Bank’s clients!   

 Also nonperishable lunch items like microwave safe cans of Mac ‘N’ Cheese, soups, mini ravioli, canned 

chili as well as some small packages of instant mashed potatoes (to be mixed with water), pudding cups, fruit cups, 

Capri-Sun pouches, and/or anything else you might find in your adventures to the grocery stores you visit would be 

wonderful gifts for lunch.  And peanut butter cups are good for lunch also!! 

 Of course, I am please asking you for the regular things as well like veggies, fruit, canned meats and all 

else for the dinner meals too!  I know I am asking a lot of you, Amazing Grace, but I am also thinking a lot about 

those children who may be very hungry this summer! 

 Since last month, we have given 48 items to the Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank! 

I am praying that our summer numbers will increase with all of us knowing how much our neighborhood children 

need to be nourished with our Gifts from God! 

 Paul states in 2 Corinthians 9:7 “… You must each decide in your heart how much to give.  And don’t give 

reluctantly or in response to pressure. …’  NLT  

 Thank you in advance for thinking of our neighbor families who may need some summer help with meals! 

 
Christ’s Humble Servant, 

Linda MacKinnon  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Men’s Retreat 

Men, please save the date of January 27-29, 2017,  

for the Men’s Retreat at Lutheranch.  

 

This will be a weekend of great Christian fellowship,  

fun Activities, and wonderful food!  Pastor Tom Kenny  

will be joining us to lead the Saturday Bible study and  

Sunday worship!  



 

 

A BIBLICAL VIEW OF RETIREMENT 
 
There is much debate about whether retirement is biblical. Numbers 8:25 is the only passage that specifically refers to 
retirement: “And from the age of 50 years they shall retire from the duty of the service and serve no more.” 
 
It’s not clear why God required the Levites to retire at this age, but it may be because they did much of the work carrying 
the tabernacle from place to place as the Israelites moved through the wilderness. This kind of work required strength 
and stamina. Although they were told to cease their physical work, perhaps God was not telling them to stop working 
completely. In verse 26 they are invited to assist the younger Levites who carry on their work. So in reality, they don’t 
stop working; they simply transition to a different type of work.  
 
And so it is with us. How we serve the Lord will likely change with age and the seasons of life. But, as we see in the  
example of Paul encouraging Timothy, there is always a younger generation who can benefit from guidance. 
 
God’s wisdom regarding ceasing our regular work—and instead serving in new and different ways—can be applied to 
our lives today. Our lifetime of learning can be put to use by: 
 

 Mentoring or serving in our schools and community. 

 Volunteering in our church or with other ministries. 

 Helping with an upcoming mission project (local or abroad). 
 
Traveling or pursuing hobbies and interests with others. 
There are many choices and opportunities facing retirees today. Whether it’s equipping leaders and educating the next 
generation, or assisting the poor and caring for the sick, there is no need to ever retire from serving the Lord.  
 
As you prepared for retirement, ask yourself:  
 

 How will I use my retirement years to fulfill my God-given desires? 

 What will life look like in retirement and how do I want to spend my time and skills? 

 What might God be calling me to do during my retirement years? 
How well prepared am I to embark on this segment of my life? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This article provided compliments of Thrivent Financial, Don Goldsmith, ChFC, RICP, FIC and Kelly Goldsmith, CFP®, 
CLTC, FIC at 770-982-0420 or eastmetroteam@thrivent.com. 
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May  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 8:30 am Worship; 10 

am Children Sunday 
School;  Confirmation 
and Nomads group; 
Adult Sunday School 
10 New Member Inquiry 
11 am Worship Service  
 

2 6:30 pm 

Peachtree  
Trombone Consort; 
7 pm Bible Study, 
7pm Prayer   
Discernment 
 
   

3 11:00 am 

Staff Meeting;  
11 am Good Old 
Guys Meet 
   
 

  

4   

9-11:30 am  
Alleluia Girls;  
5 pm Homework 
Help;7 pm Mid-
week Grace 
 
 

5 10 am  

Spanish Bible 
Study; 
7 pm Men’s 
Barnabas 
Group;  7:30 pm 
NA Group  

6 
6:30 am Men’s 
Group @ IHOP 
 
 
  

  

 7  

8 8:30 am Worship; 10 

am Children Sunday 
School;  Confirmation 
and Nomads group; 
Adult Sunday School; 
10 New Member Inquiry 
11 am Worship;  
 

9   

6:30 pm Peachtree 
Trombone Consort  
 

 

10  11 am 

Good Old Guys 
Meet;  
7pm Council 
Meeting 
 
 
  

11 9-11:30 am  

Alleluia Girls;  
5 pm Homework 
Help; 
7 pm Midweek 
Grace 
 
 

 12 10 am 

Spanish Bible 
Study;  
7 pm Men’s 
Barnabas 
Group;  7:30 pm 
NA Group  

13   

6:30 am  
Men’s Group @ 
IHOP  
  

14  

15 8:30 am Worship; 

10 am Children Sunday 
School;  Confirmation 
and Nomads group; 
Adult Sunday School; 
10 New Member Inquiry 
11 am Worship Service 
 
  

16  
6:30 pm Peachtree 
Trombone Consort; 
7 pm Bible Study, 
7pm Prayer   
Discernment 
 

 

17 10:30 am 

Staff Meeting; 
11 am Good Old 
Guys Meet  
 
 
  

  

 18  
9-11:30 am  
Alleluia Girls; 
5 pm Homework 
Help;  
7 pm Midweek 
Grace 
 
 

 19 
10 am Spanish 
Bible Study;  
7 pm Men’s  
Barnabas 
Group; 7:30 pm  
NA Group  
  
  

 20  
6:30 am  
Men’s Group @ 
IHOP; Please 
bring in your  
Youth Yard Sale 
items  
   
 

 21  
12 pm  
Memorial 
Service for 
Catherine 
Lankford 

22 8:30 am Worship; 

10 am Children Sunday 
School;  Confirmation 
and Nomads group; 
Adult Sunday School;  
10 New Member Inquiry 
11 am Worship Service  

23  
6:30 pm Peachtree 
Trombone Consort 
 

24 
11 am Good Old 
Guys Meet  

25 
9-11:30 am  
Alleluia Girls; 
5 pm Homework 
Help; 7 pm  
Midweek Grace 
 

26 10 am 

Spanish Bible 
Study;  
7 pm Men’s 
Barnabas 
Group;  7:30 pm 
NA Group 

27 
6:30 am  
Men’s Group @ 
IHOP 

28 

29 8:30 am Worship; 

10 am Worship Service  

30 
6:30 pm Peachtree 
Trombone Consort 

31 
11 am Good Old 
Guys Meet  

    


