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Goodbye from Pastor Mary 
 

By the time you read this column, it will be the new year, and I 

will have but a few weeks left of serving with you all at  

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church. Tonight is actually almost 

Christmas Eve, and as I write this, I am mindful of what these 

past 10 months have brought to me in this journey with you all. 

If someone had told me on new years in 2015 that I would be 

serving as an Interim, I would have said no it won’t happen. 

But little did I or you all know what 2015 would bring. You 

started the year with Pastor Craig, then I came in March, and 

now you know that as we walk into 2016, Pastor Scott will soon 

be here among you as your permanent pastor.  I am excited for 

you all in this next step of your journey at Amazing Grace. 

 

I also want to say how grateful I am to you all for this  

wonderful gift of an experience of having the honor and  

privilege of serving as your Interim Pastor these 11 months.  

I knew when I came that I would walk out the door sooner than 

later, but the time has flown by for me in many ways, and I’ve 

enjoyed most every day that I have spent with you all. I have 

had the gift of teaching First Communion classes, Baptizing 

several lovely children, officiating at Confirmation, and First 

Communion, being part of some great services including the 

day we took New Members, the day we had the beautiful  

bi-lingual Baptism and service, the outdoor worship services, 

marrying one wonderful couple, and officiating at several  

funerals.  It has blessed me to visit with many of you in the 

hospital, at home, or in a nursing home.  I have enjoyed all of 

the wonderful meals we have shared together, including the 

Homework Help nights, the Thanksgiving dinner, the lunch with 

the firefighters, and so many others.  

 

I have thoroughly enjoyed the beautiful music, and musicians 

at this church. For a church this size, the music ministry is  

really phenomenal! Thank you to everyone who shared their 

gifts and talents for the beautiful Cantata, those who sing, and 



 

 

play at Sunday worship services, and especially Lois, and 

Charles who share their extraordinary gifts and talents with 

Amazing Grace. 

 

I have been blessed to work with some wonderful leaders on 

the church council here, as well as several of the teams.  I see 

a group who is truly dedicated to the work that God has called 

them to do in this place. I have enjoyed working together, and 

I pray that whatever the future brings, you all will continue to 

work together as well as you do today. 

 

I am also thankful for the wonderful office staff, Tracie, and 

Thinh, and volunteer extraordinaire, Nannette.  You all have a 

way of making everything work out for the best, and it is clear 

that you give your best in all you do. I’m grateful for this 

chance to work with you all. 

 

As I leave you, I don’t leave in sadness, but instead in a joy of 

appreciation of what this time has meant to me. You all have 

blessed me in ways that I can’t put into words, but I know that 

one of the highlights in my life as a pastor will be this time with 

all of you. I will continue to keep you all in my prayers and for 

Pastor Scott as I turn things over to him. He will be your pastor 

now, and I hope that you will be as wonderful and caring to 

him and his family as you have been to me and my family. 

 

In Blessings, and Christ’s love, 

Pastor Mary Armstrong-Reiner 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Senior Pastor Scott Seeke Coming Soon! 
On Sunday December 20th, 2015 a Special Congregational Meeting was held 

between services to discuss and vote on Calling Pastor Scott Seeke to be our 

new Senior Pastor here at Amazing Grace. A quorum was present, therefore a 

single vote was taken via secret ballot to Call Pastor Seeke and approve his 

compensation package. Pastor Scott Seeke was overwhelmingly voted to be 

Amazing Grace’s new permanent Senior Pastor. 

  

Pastor Scott will begin work at Amazing Grace on Monday, February 1st and his 

first Sermon will be on Sunday, February 7th, 2016 at both the 8:30 am and 

the 11 am services. 

  

We have scheduled Sunday, February 21st, 2016 at 4 pm for the official  

installation of Pastor Seeke.  All are invited to this important event!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Directory Coming Soon! 
We have received a file from LifeTouch containing the final draft of the  

church directory.  The office staff is now reviewing and editing this file.   

The final directory books and the pdf versions should be available by the end 

of January. 



 

 

Farewell Wishes to Pastor Mary 
As we bid a fond farewell to Pastor Mary, we'd like to remember a few of 

the many ways that she has affected our church in such a positive way: 

 

•The many Sundays that we all felt the tremendous Spirit filling our hearts  

  and souls 

•The relatable and heartfelt sermons, never boring 

•She's been "the little engine that could" when it came to tackling the  

  business side of our church. She wanted to make sure that she left no  

  loose ends so as not to burden the new Pastor 

 

We are sure that all of have had those special moments individually with 

Pastor Mary. We know that we have. We appreciate all of the time and effort 

and especially the love that she has poured into Amazing Grace. We will 

miss you. 

 

Amazing Grace’s Church Council 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Could you Help Us Prepare the Church for Epiphany? 
Join us on Sunday, January 10, after the 11:00 am worship service, 

to help decorate the Sanctuary for Epiphany by taking down the Christmas 

decorations in the church.  Many volunteers will allow this process to go 

smoothly and quickly.  We really appreciate your help to change the church 

to the new liturgical season in the New Year.  

 

 

2016 Lunch Bunch  
All are invited to join us on Sunday, January 

17th after the 11 am service at BiBa’s Italian 

restaurant to celebrate events in our lives. 

Please either meet us in the Narthex or at the 

address 4850 Sugarloaf Parkway in the Publix 

shopping center in Lawrenceville!  



 

 

 

Bible Study 
 Bible study in January will be held 

 on Monday, January 11, and  

 Monday, January 25 at 7 PM.  

 We will meet in the fellowship hall,  

 and we will be reading the story of  

 Joseph of the coat of many colors 

 fame. Please join us! 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Worship 
Please join us for Wednesday  

Worship on January 6th at 7 pm. 

We will celebrate Epiphany, which is 

the 12th and last day of Christmas.  

This is celebrated on January 6th  

with the reading of the wise men 

who met the child Jesus and his 

mother Mary. 

 

We will also worship together on 

Wednesday, January 20th at 7 

pm. Both services will take place in 

the sanctuary. Please join us!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework Help 
Every Wednesday night a group of neighborhood children, their mothers, 

and a group of Amazing Grace volunteers come together to enjoy a potluck 

meal and fellowship and then work together on Homework and projects for 

the children.  It a really special time for all people  

involved.  Come and find out what this is really all 

about.  We meet on Wednesdays from 5 pm - 7 

pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Bags  
Do you know we have Grace Bags, which are  

medium size Ziploc bags filled with small items of 

food and some daily necessities and a lot of love, 

for handing out to those who are in need?  To help 

put together these bags, please contact Lud in  

person or via email, labdawg@juno.com, or Jackie Rager in person or via 

email, djrager2@yahoo.com.  To purchase a bag(s), come by @ any time to 

pick them up.  They are here in the Narthex.  The cost is $5, to cover the 

supplies. 

 

 

 

 
Could you Bake Communion Bread? 

We are looking for men or women who 

would like to bake communion bread for 

communion on Sundays.  If you have an  

interest in this, please contact Charlotte 

Rink @ 770-554-6752.   

mailto:labdawg@juno.com
mailto:djrager2@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amanda Reyes 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the health fund for Amanda 

Reyes.  Amazing Grace’s parishioners generously donated $148 to this fund! 

Jimmy Herchek was the fortunate recipient of the goody basket! 

 

 

 

New Flower Chart and Eternal Candle 
The new combined 2016 Flower Chart and Eternal Candle Sign-up Chart is 

now on the bulletin board near the offices.  As a reminder, and for those who 

are not familiar with these charts, these sign-up charts are provided for you to 

sign-up to provide flowers or the Eternal Candle for the Sunday of your  

choosing for the Altar area in Honor or in Memory of someone or of a special 

occasion.  The flowers are $45 and the eternal candle is $25.  Please place 

your check or envelope in the offering plate, indicating that this is for "Flowers 

for the Altar" or the "Eternal Candle".  Please just let the office know that you 

have signed up for these flowers or the eternal candle.  We can order the 

flowers to be delivered for your chosen Sunday.  And the eternal candle will be 

lit for you.  Thank you! 

 

 
 

Training for Hospitality positions and Assisting Minister 
Help is needed to serve on the hospitality teams which make worship  

happen each week. From greeting, to ushering, to providing goodies, and 

making coffee, to acolyting, and reading at worship, delivering the  

children's message, and setting up and cleaning up Holy Communion,  

everyone's help is needed for those who are able to do so. 

 

We will be providing a training for all of these positions on Sunday,  

January 24th from 9:45 am until 10:45am, and after the 11 am worship 

service.  Please sign-up on the sheet in the narthex, or talk to Pastor Mary 

for more details. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank 
 

 It has been a wonderful year of ups and downs for the Lawrenceville Cooperative  

Ministry Food Bank!  It seems that this was a particularly different year of ‘feast or famine’  

giving for all of the contributors to the Food Bank in 2015!  I did not like to report that the 

overall giving was down and the ‘spoils’ were not available for many of the Coop’s clients!  That 

broke my heart and I prayed many times that things could improve! 

 God heard all of our prayers for this crisis and Blessed the Food Bank with so many gifts 

of food there was not enough room to house it at the Coop!  I cannot say where the overflow 

was stored until it was needed, but I heard that God really opened every one’s hearts and the 

canned goods were given two for one and sometimes four for one (depending on the  

vegetables!)!  I believe that is called ‘answer to prayers!’ 

 It is so much nicer to report positive results for our neighbors who need a little help!  

And our Food Bank in Lawrenceville was not as affected by the ‘famine’ as some others that 

were talked about! 

 Thank you, Amazing Grace, for your continual giving in the food crisis that was  

mentioned earlier and always! 

 I want to thank Pastor Mary and Elaine Schwartz for stepping up and taking charge of 

keeping up our new tradition of making Thanksgiving Boxes for the Coop Food Bank this year!  

With just a few weeks’ notice of the collection for these boxes, 23 (twenty-three) complete 

boxes were taken to the Coop as well as 24 other Thanksgiving related food items!  What a 

Blessing for twenty-three families this 2015 Thanksgiving!  Thank you so much, Pastor Mary 

and Elaine, for taking over for me during the difficult time of my son-in-law’s passing! 

 For December, we only delivered 30 items to the Food Bank, but they were important 

personal items that did not stay on the shelves very long – toothbrushes, toothpaste and 

shampoo!  These items are needed and just fly off the shelf!  Big Lots has toothbrushes for 50 

cents (soft bristles are preferred), several kinds of toothpaste for under a $1.00, and shampoo 

for 80 cents a bottle.   

 Please continue to think of our neighbors in need with not only personal items but with 

food and don’t forget to keep the Food Bank and its clients in your prayers for their necessities!  

Also, if you know anyone in the Lawrenceville or Dacula area who may need the services of the 

Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank, please offer to take them there for help or at 

least let them know where it is located.  The address once again is 176 Church Street,  

Lawrenceville, Georgia 30046.  It is located behind the City Hall Building in downtown  

Lawrenceville! 

 If anyone is interested in being a volunteer at the Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry 

Food Bank, the next Orientation will be held on Thursday, February 18, 2016 at the Coop at 

7:00 p.m.!  There are many ways to help our neighbors through the Lawrenceville Coop!  I am 

sure you could find a spot that is just waiting for your presence!  

 Once again, Amazing Grace, I cannot thank you enough for all of the support you have 

given our neighbors over the years!  May God Bless all of you always! 

 I pray you have a wonderful Christmas and a very Blessed 

New Year! 

 

Thank you for your generosities always! 

Linda MacKinnon 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                                

MEN’S WINTER RETREAT – 2016 
The time for the men’s retreat at Lutheranch is fast  

approaching. The dates for the retreat are Feb. 5-7, 2016.  

The cost for the retreat will be $70.00 again this year.  

The 2016 retreat will be our 7th annual retreat and each year 

has been a great time of fellowship, bible study, worship and 

food. There are 25 beds available at Holy Trinity House (some 

of them top bunks) for the retreat and each year we have grown in numbers. For the 2015 

retreat we had 22 men for the first night of the retreat and 20 men for the second night. 

There will be a signup sheet in the narthex of the church and I will need to give NovusWay 

a list of those who will be attending the retreat 3 weeks ahead of our weekend. Please sign 

up early. If you have any questions concerning the  

retreat please see Wayne Linke, Lee Bennett, Jacob Crowe or Bob MacKinnon. 

 

 

 

OUTREACH—A JOYOUS DECEMBER 
 I hope everyone got to see the tree in the narthex on Sunday 13th of Dec. It was an 

amazing sight to see all the wrapped gifts for the children of Alford Elementary School  

under the tree waiting to be loaded onto Santa’s sleigh (the Berfield’s SUV) to be delivered 

to children in our local community. 

 

 The boxes for the military were also put together by the Grace Gang and their  

helpers. 

 

 On Wednesday December 16th there was more celebration and rejoicing going on in 

the Fellowship Hall. We had a potluck dinner with the families of the Homework Help kids 

and the family AGLC. The food was awesome and we had several new visitors with us for 

the evening. The children received gifts and the homework helper angels even made sure 

our guest children received a gift. Awesome job.  



 

 

Ring in the New Year with financial resolutions 
  

With the New Year comes the opportunity to improve your financial well-being. Here are five finan-
cial resolutions to get you started: 
 
Establish your 2016 financial goals, including your retirement and overall savings goals. Post 
them where you’ll see them often. 

 
Establish a budget based on what you spent last year, taking into account the variable prices of 
gas, heating and food. 
 
Cut back on debt by paying off a credit card balance, foregoing unnecessary purchases or paying 
an additional amount each month to your mortgage payment. 
 
Prioritize upcoming large purchases and figure out how to pay for them out of your current in-
come. 
 
Meet with a legal professional to review your will or estate strategy to ensure it reflects your 
current life situation. 
  

For help achieving your 2016 financial goals, contact Don Goldsmith, ChFC, RICP, FIC or Kelly Gold-

smith, CFP®, CLTC, FIC at 770-982-0420 or eastmetroteam@thrivent.com  today or visit Thrivent.com.  

 
 
Thrivent Financial and its representatives and employees cannot provide legal, accounting, or tax advice or services. Work with your 
Thrivent Financial representative and, as appropriate, your attorney and tax professional for additional information. 
 
Thrivent Financial representatives are licensed insurance agents/producers of Thrivent Financial, the marketing name for Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. They are also registered representatives of Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth 
Ave S., Minneapolis, MN 55415. For additional important information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
6:30 am Men’s 
Group @ IHOP 

2 

 3 8:30am Worship; 10 

am Children Sunday 
School;  Confirmation 
and Nomads group; 
Adult Sunday School; 11 
am Worship Service  

4  6:30 am Men’s 

Group; 6:30 pm 
Peachtree Trom-
bone Consort; 7 pm 
Prayer Discernment 
Group 

5  
10:30 am Staff 
Meeting; 11 am 
Good Old Guys 
Meet;   

6 9-11:30 am  

Alleluia Girls;  
7:00 pm Epiphany  
Midweek Grace 
 
 

7 
7 pm Men’s  
Barnabas 
Group;  
7:30 pm  
Narcanon  

8 
6:30 am Men’s 
Group @ IHOP 
 
 
  

 9 
 

10  8:30am Worship; 

10 am Children Sunday 
School;  Confirmation 
and Nomads group; 
Adult Sunday School; 11 
am Worship Service; 12 
pm Take Down Christ-
mas Decorations 

11  6:30 am 

Men’s Group; 6:30 
pm Peachtree Trom-
bone Consort; 7 pm 
Bible Study 
    
     

12  
11 am Good Old 
Guys Meet; 7 
pm Council 
Meeting 
 
 
 

13 9-11:30 am  

Alleluia Girls; 
5-7 pm Homework 
Help  
 
 
 
 

 14 
7 pm Men’s  
Barnabas 
Group;  
7:30 pm  
Narcanon 
  

15   

6:30 am  
Men’s Group @ 
IHOP 
  
  

16  

17 8:30am Worship; 

10 am Children Sunday 
School;  Confirmation 
and Nomads group; 
Adult Sunday School; 11 
am Worship Service; 12 
pm Celebration Lunch 

18  
6:30 am Men’s 
Group; 7 pm Prayer 
Discernment Group 
  

 

19 
10:30 Staff 
Meeting;  
11 am Good Old 
Guys Meet  
 
 

 20  
9-11:30 am  
Alleluia Girls;  
5-7 pm Homework 
Help; 7 pm Mid-
week Grace 
 

 21 
7 pm Men’s  
Barnabas 
Group; 
7:30 pm  
Narcanon 
 

 22 
6:30 am  
Men’s Group @ 
IHOP   
   
 
  

 23  
 

24 8:30am Worship; 

9:45 am Hospitality & Wor-
ship Assistants’ Meeting; 10 
am Children Sunday School;  
Confirmation and Nomads 
group; Adult Sunday 
School; 11 am Worship 
Service; 12 pm Hospitality & 
Worship Assistants’ Meet-
ing  

25  
6:30 am Men’s 
Group; 
7 pm Bible Study 
    

26 

11 am Good Old 
Guys Meet  

 27 
9-11:30 am  
Alleluia Girls;  
5-7 pm Homework 
Help 
 
 
 
   

28 
7 pm Men’s  
Barnabas 
Group ; 7:30 pm  
Narcanon 

29 
6:30 am Men’s 
Group @ IHOP 

30 

31 Pastor Mary’s Last 

Sunday  8:30am Worship; 
10 am Children Sunday 
School;  Confirmation 
and Nomads group; 
Adult Sunday School; 11 
am Worship Service 

      


