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“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be 

born, and a time to die;… a time to weep, and a time to laugh, a time to mourn, and a time 

to dance.”  Ecclesiastes 3:1-2, 4-5. 

 

I love the fall, and I especially love October. I love the changing of the leaves, the ripeness 

of the juicy, fresh apples, the crisp air that gets me to put back on my long sleeve shirts, 

and the beautiful Indian summer days. I look forward to Reformation Sunday, and  

Halloween. I have also looked forward to special days in my personal  life including my 

dad’s and my birthdays. But last October, another day became special in a different way. 

On October 4th, my dad, after having a full day of getting out, and doing some of his  

favorite things came home to have dinner. After he finished, he stood up, took two steps, 

and fell to the ground. He died on his way down to the ground. The shock of that lives with 

me today. I think of him all the time, and I remember so many good days including the 

times we would celebrate our birthdays together. 

 

Life is a gift, and I don’t take it for granted one bit. But like the world we live in, our lives 

have seasons. I see the spring in the young people in this church. Their energy, their  

vibrancy, the beauty of each one of them shines so brightly. I pray for continued bright  

futures for each one of them. I see the summer in the families who have young children,  

or young adults starting in their careers, and life paths. They glow with the joy of their  

season even as they are stretched in new ways with the added responsibilities of their lives.  

 

Those of us in the Fall, no longer young, not quite elder states people yet, are still working 

in the midst of life, preparing for what is coming, enjoying some of the fruits of our labor, 

and sometimes facing and taking on things that we weren’t prepared for. Some of those 

things include aging parents, illness of loved ones or ourselves, children growing up, and 

leaving home, some getting married, and some moving away. Fall is full of change, both in 

mind and in body but it often has some of the sweetest days too.  Graduations, weddings, 

babies, job promotions, all of these and more are part of the Fall season. 

 

In Winter, there is lots of days where  you watch and wait to see what will happen. Will the 

weather be okay or will it snow and sleet? The same is true in life.  The winter season 

brings shorter days of sunshine but it also brings the season of Christmas, when Christ was 

born. We can’t predict what winter will be but we know that whatever season we are in, we 

know that God is with us. I pray that you and yours enjoy this beautiful Fall season, and 

count your blessings each day. 

 

Blessings to you in whatever season you are in life, 

Pastor Mary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Sunday School in October 
Please join us as we explore Understanding the Mormons @ 10 am in the  

Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
Children’s Sunday School has started with a new curriculum full of new ideas and  

activities for the children!  Our number of children is small but faithful and we are  

enjoying learning about God when we meet in the Fellowship Hall from 10:00 a.m. 

until 10:45 a.m. We have class for children ages Pre-K – 5th and we are hoping to grow 

our numbers as the year progresses.   

 

 

Reformation Sunday, October 25th 
Come join us for Festival worship at 8:30 and 11 am services on Sunday, October 25th. 

We will remember and celebrate the beginning of the Reformation with the posting of 

the 95 theses on the church door in Wittenburg, Germany on October 31st, 1517. Please 

come and wear red as we remember the movement of the Holy Spirit in Martin Luther 

on that day, and throughout the reformation. The choir will sing at both services, and 

two of our children will receive their first Holy Communion at the 11 am service on this 

day. Please come and join us for this special day! 
  

 



 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands Ministry Sunday, September 13th 

 
Dear Members of Amazing Grace, 

 Thank you so much for coming out to Ft. Daniel as part of God's Work Our Hands.  

Our students absolutely LOVE the new race track on our playground! The first day after it was 

painted, the students ran right up to it and one said, "Look! It's a racetrack!" and they all  

proceeded to start running around it! They are excited every time we go outside, and can't wait 

until we get the cars and trikes out of the shed and start the Dacula Pre-K 500! Your kindness 

and hard work has had an impact on the students in our program, and will for years to come! 

 

Liz Linke, Chelsey McDaniel & Linda Proctor 

FDES Pre-K Teachers 



 

 

 

 

  

God’s Work, Our Hands Ministry Sunday, September 13th 

 
On Sunday September 13th eight members of Amazing Grace went to the home of a  

disabled woman who was under threat of being fined for the condition of her yard. The 

back yard was littered with tree debris and over grown with small trees and vines. After a 

bit of pre-planning,  it was determined that a wood chipper would be the best way to  

tackle this project. Inquires for renting a chipper were made at The Home Depot. Upon 

hearing of Amazing Grace’s members’ plans to help this woman, the manager donated the 

chipper for the day.  

 

After almost 5 hours of work in the yard, there was a pile of mulch around 5-6 feet high! 

Two volunteers returned on Tuesday the 15th to spread the mulch on the yard. When the 

inspector returned to check the status of the yard, the case was closed. In talking with the 

home owner, the members found out she was a Lutheran and used to attend the same 

church as some of our members. The home owner was very appreciative of what was 

done for her, as she is on a fixed income and could not afford the fines or to pay to have 

the work done. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing of the Animals Service 
Please plan to join us for the 7th annual Blessing of the Animals 

on Sunday, October 4th at 3 pm. We will meet outside in the 

picnic area. We ask that all animals be on leashes, or in their 

box or bowl so that all the animals will get along, and have a 

great time. Invite your neighbors and friends to come and join 

us for this delightful service! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Outdoor Worship 
Please join us for a Fall Outdoor Worship service on  

Sunday, October 18 @ 11:00 am on the front lawn of 

Amazing Grace. We encourage parishioners to wear their 

Amazing Grace shirts from either the God's Work, Our 

Hand's Sunday or from another Amazing Grace  

occasion.  Please invite your family, friends and neighbors  

to this special community service! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Bi-lingual Baptism 
Please join us for a Bi-lingual Baptism for Helen Reyes 

on Sunday, October 4 @ the 11:00 worship  

service.  Many of you know Ana Reyes, mother of  

Helen, from Wednesday night Homework Help.  All are 

welcome to join us for this special Baptism! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Take Time To Be Holy – Stewardship 2015 
 

As Christians, the Lutheran faith is centered on the  

person and work of Jesus Christ. We believe salvation is 

made possible solely because of Jesus Christ. This gives 

us the Lutheran phrase "Christ alone!" We believe it is by 

God's mercy and forgiveness, not by our works of  

righteousness to atone for sins; rather, the work is  

entirely God's. This gives us the Lutheran phrase of 

"Grace alone!" And we believe that faith in Jesus is  

necessary for our salvation which is solely the work of 

God working through the Scriptures and the Sacraments 

to create such faith. This gives rise to the Lutheran phrase of "Faith Alone!" 

 

Our call to Stewardship is a beautiful example of our Lutheran theology. Sacrificial offerings 

have been required by God since the time of Cain and Abel. We believe God presented 

Christ as the sacrificial act for the atonement of all humanity making our offerings today a 

joyful response created in us by Christ Alone, through God’s Grace Alone, because of our 

Faith Alone – not by our own doing. 

 

God’s call to be holy is an all-encompassing claim on our lives, our loves, and our identities. 

Christ-centered holiness is then what God gives us in our dedication to him through our 

Stewardship. Our most Holy God compels us through Christ to be united in the Holy Spirit 

in ways that benefit our individual selves through spiritual character building, that builds 

and maintains this wonderful church we share, and helps carry the Christian message to 

the world at large. 

 

Prayerfully consider these thoughts in your call to Stewardship this year. 

 

 

 

 

We Want Your Pictures! 
We are putting together a special presentation to 

be shown on All Saints Sunday, November 1  

during both the 8:30 & the 11:00 worship  

services.  Here's how you can participate: please 

either email office@tisgrace.org or give actual 

photos to Tracie Crowe or Nannette Stariha of 

your loved ones who have passed away over the 

past year.  Please provide these photos by  

Sunday, October 18, allowing for sufficient time 

to put together this special presentation. 
  

mailto:office@tisgrace.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday Bible Study 
The Monday Bible study will be held on Mondays, October 5th, and October 19th at 7 

pm in the Fellowship hall. Please join us as we begin a new book of the Bible this month.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday evening Worship 
Wednesday Evening Worship will be held on Wednesdays, October 7th, and 14th at 7 

pm.  Please plan to join us for mid-week worship this October! 

 

 

 

New Directory! 
We have begun planning for a new Amazing Grace pictorial directory which will include all 

of our newest members!  Please save the date of either Friday, November 27 or Saturday, 

November 28 to come to Amazing Grace to have your picture taken in the Fellowship Hall!  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Members/Enquirers Classes!  
New Members’ classes have become the Enquirers’  

classes.  Would you like to know more about Amazing 

Grace, who we are, and what we believe? Would you like 

to learn about the ministries that we are involved in as a 

church? If so, these classes are for you.  Please sign up at 

one of our tables in the narthex or contact Pastor Mary to 

show your interest or with any questions.  Pastor Mary will 

be in touch with each person/family about an upcoming 

class in October.  Each person/family can then decide 

whether they wish to join Amazing Grace or not.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Communion Classes 
First Communion classes for all ages begin on Sunday, October 

4th at 9:40 am with a viewing of a video on Communion in the 

Fellowship Hall. The class will then move up to the Pastor’s office 

for conversation afterwards. A parent or grandparent is asked to 

attend each class with the child. There will be a class on October 

11th, and On October 18th, with times to be arranged with the  

parents.  The students will help to make the bread for their First 

Communion celebration at worship on Sunday, October 25th at the 

11 am service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Military Support Care Packages 
ALERT: It is time to begin bringing in your donations of items for the care packages for  

our military. We will be collecting these donations through November 30.  If you know of 

someone who is in the military who could benefit from a care package, please contact  

Sharon Ritchie in person or by phone @ (770) 717-9119.  Thank you for your support of 

this ministry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Committee - Newest Update 
The Call Committee has received a slate of candidates and is in the initial interview phase 

of the process.  Please keep us in your prayers as we continue this all important work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alleluia Girls 
We are a group of women who gather together on Wednesday mornings to study the Bible 

and engage in fun Christian Fellowship.  We welcome newcomers to join us on Wednesday 

mornings @ 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 

Good Old Guys 
We are a group of men who meet on Tuesday mornings at 11:00 am for Fellowship and 

lunch.  We also work on church-related projects. 

 

 

 

Help Children in Need! 
Gwinnett County elementary schools have projected 3,000 homeless children in their  

classes this year.  Needless to say many come unprepared to begin their school day.  

Having this information, I contacted the two closest schools to our church to see if we could 

make kits of small toiletries.  These were the suggestions of the needed items: 

 

        child's toothbrush            handi-wipes           chapstick 

 toothpaste                      hand sanitizer        hand soap  

          dental floss                     Kleenex                 deodorant 

 

I then called Charlotte Rink, the coordinator of our Bible study group, the Alleluia Girls, to 

see if she thought they would be interested in undertaking this project.  At our first  

meeting, August 26, the Alleluia Girls agreed to sponsor the Grace Kits with great  

enthusiasm.  The school counselors will distribute the kits to the needy students. 

 

Now we are asking for your help.  The kits have nine items at a total cost of about $4.50 in-

cluding tax.  Small size items are available for about 35 cents to 50 cents.  You may make 

your own kit (a 1 quart size, Ziploc style clear plastic bag), or we are accepting  

donations if you are unable to shop.  Alleluia Girls then will assemble these kits. Please  

remember the children who cannot wash their face in the morning, brush their 

teeth or feel prepared for the day. 

 

Bernice Johnson, Chairman, Sam Burtt, Co-Chairman Charlotte Rink,  

Coordinator- Alleluia Girls 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hello, Celebration Lunch Bunch ‘Gang’, and those who may be interested in joining us 

sometimes!  We did not meet for a September gathering.  The Sundays were very busy and the 

scheduling was not possible!  I apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused any diges-

tive systems!  HA!HA! 

 There is a Celebration Lunch Bunch sandwiched in the October 4th schedule right after 

the 11:00 worship service at BiBa’s Italian Restaurant located at 4850 Sugarloaf Parkway, Law-

renceville, in the Publix Shopping Center (right across the street from Shane’s Rib Shack, Arby’s, 

and Quik Trip! 

 All are welcomed to join us for a great Italian meal and lots of Fellowship with people you 

know and love! 

 Hope to see you at BiBa’s on Sunday, October 4th, soon after church as you can make it! 

Linda MacKinnon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank Orientation 

 I wanted to remind all of you that on Thursday, October 15th, there will be an Orientation 

for volunteers who are interested in working at the Coop Food Bank in any capacity!  Anyone who 

wants to volunteer must attend an Orientation seminar when they are offered!  If you cannot at-

tend on October 15th at 7:00 p.m. at the Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank building 

located at 176 Church Street, in downtown Lawrenceville behind the City Hall Building, perhaps 

the next Orientation being held on Thursday, December 17th at 7:00 p.m. would be a more con-

venient date!  These two dates - October 15, 2015 and December 17, 2015 will be the last Orien-

tations for the 2015 year!  There will be more Orientations scheduled for 2016!  If you need to 

know when any of these are, I can get that information to you OR you can check the Lawrenceville 

Cooperative Ministry Food Bank’s home page on the computer!   

 Please help others in our community by being a volunteer at the Food Bank! 

 

God’s Blessings to you all, 

Linda MacKinnon 

Celebration Lunch Bunch for October 



 

 

 

 

 

How is everyone enjoying our somewhat cooler nights and mornings?  I was enjoying 

the coolness of all day long and all of a sudden, I am very warm as I type this month’s 

message!  Oh, well, I am just one of those people who is more comfortable in the cool-

er weather, I guess!   

 Oh My Goodness!!!  When Bob came home today, he announced that the Food 

Bank is almost out of goods to share with our neighbors!!   I am delivering 124 items 

this week that will help those clients who need some food and goods through the end of 

the week, but, my eyes were suddenly opened how all of the area’s Food Banks are be-

ing affected by this ‘giving drought!’ 

 Please, Please consider helping out our neighbors by bringing food and goods to 

church so that they may be shared with our neighbors! 

 I realize that those of us who worship get hit with all kinds of ‘Help Me’ infor-

mation!   Some of us have been in a situation where we have needed help!  It is many 

times very hard to ask for help when it is needed!  After family and friends are asked to 

help, even those who love us and know us cannot help us indefinitely!  That is where 

organizations like the Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank, and the Salvation 

Army and other places are turned to and asked for help from those of us who need it! 

 If you have never donated anything to the Cooperative Ministry, it is not diffi-

cult!  One can good is a wonderful donation to help our neighbors!  If you have more 

and want to help more, give as many cans of food as you are able!  Or, you can give a 

monetary donation through Amazing Grace’s offering plate (mark the envelope please –

Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank) and your donation will be recorded on 

your church-giving record and given to you at the end of the year for tax purposes!!! 

 And, if you need a little Biblical encouragement, I did find a scriptures I would 

like to share with you that I located!  2 Corinthians 9:6-8 states, …(‘6 Remember this – 

a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop.  But the one who plants 

generously will get a generous crop.  7 You must each decide in your heart how much 

to give.  And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.  “For God loves a person 

who gives cheerfully.”  8 And God will generously provide all you need.  Then you will 

always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. …) 

 I know that right now, I am asking you to support the Food Bank, and there is a 

need for area children to have Hygiene kits at school for washing faces and brushing 

teeth, etc. and there is also a collection being made for our members in the Military, 

but, with God’s Help we can really support all of these outreach programs!  One item 

multiplies into several items if we all just bring one item!  We can accomplish anything 

that we ask God to help us with! 

 In last month’s newsletter article, I asked if anyone was interested (also) in 

making Thanksgiving Boxes for the Coop this year!  No one responded, so I will proba-

bly be making inquiries at church about this!  Thank You! 

 May God Bless each of you everyday! 

 

In His Love, 

Linda MacKinnon 



 

 

A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP 

 

When we think about stewardship we typically think about giving financially to the 

church. We view stewardship as how we manage our finances and our faithfulness in 

giving to God’s people and to God’s church. What if we begin to think about steward-

ship in a different way? Not about what we are called to give, but how we  

are called to be and to live. In the most basic sense, stewardship is managing what be-

longs to someone else. Psalm 24 tells us: “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, 

the world, and all who live in it …” The concept of stewardship refers to how we  

manage the life God has given us: How we use our time, what we do with our gifts, tal-

ents and possessions, and how we care for ourselves and the physical environment 

around us. 

 

The following principles help us to better understand the idea of stewardship: 

•  Caretaking – God owns it, we care for it. 

•  Responsibility – God trusts us by placing things into our hands. 

•  Accountability – We strive to ensure that our use of what has been entrusted to us 

reflects the heart of God. 

•  Blessed – It’s rewarding to use our gifts for a greater purpose. And sometimes we 

find ourselves entrusted to care for even more. 

 

Stewardship is a privilege calling us to wisely manage all that we have been given. Do 

our work with excellence. Care for our bodies. Seek opportunities to serve. Stewardship 

motivates the follower of Christ to move into action, living in ways that manifest our 

belief in God. Begin today by reflecting on the principles of stewardship: Caretaking, re-

sponsibility, accountability and blessed. 

 

This article provided compliments of Thrivent Financial, Don Goldsmith, ChFC, RICP, 

FIC and Kelly Goldsmith,  

 

CFP ®, CLTC, FIC at 770-982-0420 or eastmetroteam@thrivent.com. 



  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    

 
  

  

  1 
7 pm Men’s  
Barnabas Group; 
7:30 pm  
Narcanon  

2 
6:30 am Men’s 
Group @ IHOP 

3 
Via de Cristo 
Ultreya @ 4 
pm Sanctuary 
& Fellowship 
Hall 

 4 8:30 am Worship;  

9:40 am First Commun-
ion Class; 10 am Chil-
dren’s & Adult Sunday 
School, Confirmation & 
NOMADS; 11:00 Wor-
ship; 3 pm Blessing of 
the Animals  service  

5 
6:30 am Men’s 
Group; 7 pm Bible 
Study, Fellowship 
Hall; 7pm  
Prayer Discern-
ment—Sanctuary 
 

6 10:30 am Staff 

Meeting; 11:00 
am Good Old 
Guys Meet; 7pm 
Coed Barnabas 
Group 
  

  

7 9-11:30 am  

Alleluia Girls; 5-7 
pm Homework 
Help; 7 pm Mid-
week Grace 
 
 
  

8 
7 pm Men’s  
Barnabas Group; 
7:30 pm  
Narcanon  
 

9 
6:30 am Men’s 
Group @ IHOP 
 
 
  

  

 10 

11  8:30 am  

Worship; 10 am Chil-
dren’s & Adult Sunday 
School, Confirmation & 
NOMADS; 11:00 Wor-
ship  
 

 

12 
6:30 am Men’s 
Group; 6:00 pm 
Peachtree Trom-
bone Consort 

 
    
     

13  
11:00 am Good 
Old Guys Meet;  
7 pm Council 
Meeting; Fellow-
ship Hall 
 
 
 
 

14 9-11:30 am  

Alleluia Girls;  
5-7 pm Homework 
Help; 7 pm Mid-
week Grace 
 
 
 
 
 

 15 7 pm 

Lawrenceville 
Coop Training 
Class @ Law-
renceville Coop;  
7 pm Men’s Bar-
nabas Group;  
7:30 pm  
Narcanon 
  

16   

6:30 am  
Men’s Group @ 
IHOP 
  
  

17 
 

18 10 am Children’s 

& Adult Sunday School, 
Confirmation & NO-
MADS; 11:00 Outdoor 
Worship  
 
  

19  
6:30 am Men’s 
Group ; 7 pm Bible 
Study, Fellowship 
Hall; 7pm  
Prayer Discern-
ment—Sanctuary 

20 
11 am Good Old 
Guys Meet  
 
 
  

  

 21  9-11:30 am  

Alleluia Girls;  
5-7 pm Homework 
Help  
 
 
 

 22 
7 pm Men’s  
Barnabas 
Group ; 7:30 pm  
Narcanon 
 
  

 23   
6:30 am  
Men’s Group @ 
IHOP 
  

  
   

 24  
 

25  Reformation 

Sunday 
8:30 am Worship; 10 
am Children’s & Adult 
Sunday School, Confir-
mation & NOMADS; 
11:00 Worship  

26  
6:30 am Men’s 
Group;7 pm Bible 
Study, Fellowship 
Hall 
    

27 

11 am Good Old 
Guys Meet;  
Lutheran Campus 
Ministry Dinner @ 
6 pm 
  

28  9-11:30 am  

Alleluia Girls;  
5-7 pm Homework 
Help  

29 
7 pm Men’s  
Barnabas 
Group ; 7:30 pm  
Narcanon 

30 31 


