
 

 
 

 

 
 

Long Ago God Spoke – A Sermon Series 

 

 
 

 

 

 Over the years I‟ve grown accustomed to hearing people express frustration with the Old Testament. “I‟m a 

New Testament Christian” some will boast. Others assert that beyond the person of Jesus, the Bible has little to  

offer them. As much as I disagree with these points of view, I can sympathize with them.   

 

 Christians experience a number of barriers in examining the Old Testament. First and most obvious, the Old 

Testament isn‟t the New Testament. The New Testament is short and centers on a person most all Christians are 

familiar with, Jesus Christ. In contrast the Old Testament is very long, three times as long as the New Testament. 

Those who brave the Old Testament will be challenged by its long genealogies, wars, violence, strange laws, and 

passages seemingly irrelevant to the concerns of the everyday modern Christian. The Old Testament asks us to sus-

pend our disbelief in the laws of the universe in ways the New Testament does not. Methuselah, for example, lived 

to 969 years (Gen. 5:27) In Joshua 10, the sun stood still in the sky for a whole day. These reasons and a handful of 

others agitate a Christian reading of the Old Testament.  

 

 In light of these challenges, we will embark on a sermon series on the Old Testament, entitled “Long Ago 

God Spoke" beginning September 12th. We will begin in the Book of Genesis, work our way through the most  

notable events and stories of this tribe called the Israelites, and end with the Prophets in the month of December. 

With this series, our congregation will gain a better sense of the relevancy and progression of the Old Testament.  

 

 Let me let you in on a little secret: There was a time in my life when I questioned the importance of the Old 

Testament. As a young man I had questions about how pertinent the Old Testament is for Christians. But I dug 

deep into the Old Testament and I encountered the God I had always known, but in new ways: a God who is  

compassionate, patient, loving, who cares deeply for those who seek to follow him. My hope is that you will join 

me in this revelation as we go on this tour of this book of ancient stories, the Old Testament.    

 

 

    Sept. 12                      Genesis 3:1-7                          Adam and Eve  
    Sept. 19                      Genesis 28:10-22                             Jacob 

    Sept. 26                      Genesis 50:15-26                            Joseph 
    Oct.    3                       Exodus 2:23 – 3:12                 Moses and Exodus  
 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has  

spoken to us by a Son,   Hebrews 1:1-2a 
 

Pastor Jason Talsness 
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Get into the flow! We're doing 

some salutes to keep the energy 

flowing and we're strengthening 

the core.  

Don't know what this means? Come check it 

out at Yoga Class on  

Saturday Sept. 11th and 25th  

at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall!     
 

Jill Knueppel:  (404) 840-5612 (cell)  

on Galatians, will be held  

on Monday   

September 20th  

at 7:00 PM. 
 

 

  All are Welcome! 

Jobseekers   
 

Come and experience spiritual, emotional and profes-
sional connections at this small group lifeline devoted to 
the unemployed and those seeking better employment.  
 

What is a small group? 
 

 A small group is comprised of 3 to 10 people who 
come together to build relationships through fellowship, 
accountability, bible study, and prayer. The meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, September 28th at 
10:30 AM, in the Fellowship Hall.  Led by Pastor  

Jason Talsness. 
 

Everyone welcome!  

THIRD SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE 
 

 

 

 

 

We will be collecting non-perishable food items 

for the Lawrenceville Co-op on   

Sunday SEPTEMBER 19th! 
 

1 can a week & $1.00 a month  

 can make a  difference! 
 

 Every can counts!!!   

CELEBRATION LUNCH GROUP  
 

 The Celebration Lunch Group will 

meet on  SEPTEMBER 26th, right 

after church.   
 
 This group gets together to eat 
lunch out after church on the 
fourth Sunday every month to celebrate 
birthdays, anniversaries, and any other 
milestones or events in our lives. 

 

Please join us! 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Wayne Linke at:  (404) 788-0474 (cell) 

 

will begin on  

September 12th  

at 9:45 am. 

 

 

IT'S CELEBRATION TIME 
 

   Please join us on Sunday, September 12, 

for a celebration of the work done by our Capital  

Campaign, including painting the sanctuary, new front 

doors, sanctuary doors, and reworking our front  

entrance.  All this has not only enhanced our building's 

appearance, but also made it very accessible to every-

one.   
 

 We will be serving a BBQ lunch after the 11:00 

service, providing BBQ, cole slaw, and beans.   

Everyone is welcome to bring a dessert to share.   
 

Please contact Wayne Linke with any questions: 
404-788-0474 (cell)  
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Amazing Grace Lutheran Church  
Joint Council Minutes  

August 10, 2010 @ 7:00pm  
 

Attendees:  Pastor Jason Talsness, Mike Alexander, David Berfield, Jacob Crowe, George Erdner, Wayne Linke, Bob 
MacKinnon, Parry Moss,  Mary Rhilinger, Pam Spearman.  Absent:  Bob Lee, Deb Linke, Elaine Schwartz, Robert Speddon.  

Devotion and Opening Prayer  was given by Mike Alexander. 

 
Secretaryôs Report: David Berfield motioned to approve minutes as written.  Bob MacKinnon seconded.  Motion carried. 
Financial Officerôs Report: Jacob Crowe gave a combined Financial and Treasurerôs report.  During the month of July, we 

received $14,980 in operating funds and we dispersed $15,955 in operating expenses, $1,533 in quarterly payroll tax and 
$1,329 in mortgage principal leaving a deficit of $3,837.  We budgeted a deficit of $3,619.  Our ending operating cash was 
$11,166.  Our giving and expenses were in line with our expectations.  We took in $1,893 in our capital campaign and our 
capital expenses were $331.  Our ending capital cash was $48,124.  Our ending dedicated cash was $14,430.  Total ending 
cash was $73,720.    

Pastorôs Report: 1. Strategic Planning Team . I am assembling a strategic planning team to assess Amazing Graceôs 
identity and mission.  The process will be driven two pertinent issues to our congregation:  1) Who are we? 2) Where are we 
going? The reason for starting this effort now is that recent long range planning discussions inevitably led to concerns about 
our facility. With many of those concerns being addressed by the Capital appeal for the facilities, we are now freed to address 

these more fundamental questions. The team will be chaired by Jacob Crowe.   2. No Read-the-Bible -in-a-Year ï I have 

shelved a plan for a congregational-wide effort to read the Bible in a year. There are two reasons for this, one external, one 
internal: externally speaking, I couldnôt find a pastor who was satisfied with how the program played-out over the course of the 
year. Internally, in consulting with members, there wasnôt a great deal of interest, and instead there was even resistance to the 

idea.  3. Sermon Series ï Old Testament Focus:  Beginning on Rally Day, Sept. 12, we will begin a sermon series on 

the Old Testament. In an effort to raise Biblical literacy at AGLC and better convey a sense of the scope of the Bible, the First 
Readings will be a progression through the Old Testament. With the understanding that all scripture reflects Jesus Christ one 
way or another, the sermon will focus on the Old Testament. We will continue to do the Psalm, but will omit the Second Read-
ings. We will also continue to observe the special days in the lectionary, such as Reformation Sunday, Christ the King, All 

Saints etc.  4. Council Retreat Oct. 9 th
 As discussed at the July meeting, we will have our council retreat on Saturday, Oct. 

9
th
 at Christ the Lord Lutheran Church, Lawrenceville from 8:30-3:00pm. Our facilitator for the retreat will be The Rev. Delmer 

Chilton, Assistant to the Bishop of the Southeastern Synod.  Please reserve the date now, our councilôs participation is crucial 

to the success of the event.  We will still have a Council meeting on Tuesday Oct. 12
th 

as scheduled.  5. AGLC Hosting a 
Seminar:  Thrivent  Financial for Lutherans has requested that our facilities be used to host two congregational advocate 

training Saturday, August 28th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. with lunch and Tuesday, August 31st from 6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
with working dinner. The events will be held in the Fellowship Hall.       

Ministry Reports    Action:   No report.  Pastor Jason discussed the giving plan for the Lawrenceville Co-op and will note it 

in his weekly emails to the congregation, along with items needed / not needed.  Small Groups:   Small Groups are going as 

planned.  We are exploring ideas for a book club. Large Groups:   We are in the process of setting up the year.  Our goal is 

to have an activity every month.  The committee is open to suggestions.  For September, a Pig Roast is planned for Rally Day, 

September 12, 2010. Youth:   We are trying to get the youth group going.  We will be emailing those who participated last 

year and wait on responses.  Education:   No report. Stewardship:   We are putting up posters about adopting Haitian chil-

dren.  Cost is $360 per year per child.  A child can be adopted by an individual or a group ï they are flexible.  Weôre hoping for 
a good response from the congregation.  We also plan to contact Deb Smith for more information about her Prison Minis-

try.  Worship & Music:   Full committee meeting scheduled for August 22, 2010 after church to plan up to the holidays.  We 

now have a good portable public address system that we used at the last Celebration worship service.  This gives us the abil-

ity to have worship services outside or in the Fellowship Hall. Properties/Facilities:   No report. There have been questions 

concerning garbage pickup ï is it being done?  This will be looked into as soon as possible.   

 
Old Business:   David Berfield updated Council on the Capital Campaign. The committee is considering hiring an independ-

ent engineer to assess the parking lot and advise on the best course of action. They are also continuing to work toward new 
signage for the front of the property. 

New Business :  A pig roast / barbecue / potluck is being planned for the congregation for September 12, 2010 (Rally Day) 

to celebrate the capital improvements that have been made thus far. 

Thank Youôs:  Kathy Rhilinger and all the VBS volunteers.  Ben OôBrien for plumbing services. Gwen Alexander for putting 

together the information for ñOne Can a Week, One Dollar a Monthò for the Lawrenceville Co-op. Epiphany Lutheran Church 
for lending us their Egyptian art. 

Closing Prayer  by Pastor Jason. 

Motioned to adjourn  by Wayne Linke; seconded by George Erdner; passed. 
 

  

Respectfully submitted by Pam Spearman. 



 

The Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry Food Bank 
  

 September 6, Labor Day, the official end of summer 2010, is approaching! And September 22 marks the first day of 

Autumn. These dates do not mean very much to those of us at Amazing Grace; BUT, September 12, 2010, is the beginning of 

a new year for Sunday School and Confirmation classes at Amazing Grace. Pastor Jason has mentioned that a new sermon 

series on the Old Testament will begin in September! Stewardship is researching a new project for us.  

   But one thing remains the same – there are too many people without jobs, without enough to eat, with no way to pay for bills 

or medications! We are part of a network of churches and organizations who support the efforts of The Lawrenceville Coop-

erative Ministry Food Bank. We help our sisters and brothers with donations of food and personal items. We donate these 

items with love and concern! We share our bounty because it is what God wants us to do.   

     I would like to send a big Thank You to our „First Lady,‟ Gwen Fulsang Alexander, for stepping forward and firing up the 

congregation about the ongoing campaign for the Lawrenceville Cooperative Food Bank‟s “One can per week and one 

($1.00)dollar per month” donations to help keep the Food Bank‟s shelves and check book full!  GREAT JOB, GWEN!!! 

    Since last report, Amazing Grace has donated a whopping 418 items to the Food Bank!!!! Way to go Amazing Grace!!! I do 

not have the numbers about our financial gifts, but many envelopes are in the offering plates! Each can and dollar donated in-

creases the sharing of our bounty God has first shared with you and me! 

    Thank you also to all of the volunteers from Amazing Grace who give of their time and talents to serve God and the com-

munity in this loving, caring way! You are the ones who get to see the looks of appreciation and receive the thanks and hugs 

from our neighbors who are given our gifts of love through the Food Bank! 

    The verse for this month is from Proverbs19:17. It may be familiar to you. Those who are kind to the poor lend to the Lord, 

and he will reward them for what they have done.ò 

    May God continue to bless all of us at Amazing Grace with His Love so that we may share that love with our friends and 

neighbors! 

With greatest appreciation, Amazing Grace…YOU ROCK!!!    

 Linda MacKinnon  

STEWARDSHIP 
 

 The Stewardship Committee is very excited about the possibility of an International Stewardship project!  

Since last month some posters have been strategically placed on the bulletin boards around Amazing Grace regarding 

the sponsorship of Haitian children through the Haitian Timoun Foundation!  There have been several positive com-

ments overheard about the possibility of the Amazing Grace family adopting/sponsoring one of more children! 

 For those who have not seen the posters, this Foundation is looking for sponsors to „adopt‟  Haitian children. 

The sponsoring group, church, or individual (s) receive a picture and biographical information about their child as 

well as info about the facility/organization where their child is cared for. 

 Donations help cover food, clothing, and education.  Sponsors receive a quarterly newsletter about the chil-

dren and facilities in the sponsorship program.  Sponsors may go on a Vision Trip to Haiti where they are given the 

chance to meet their child in person.   

 Please think about aiding Amazing Grace Lutheran Church in sponsoring one child (or more) so that the 

child‟s (or children‟s) quality of life may be improved for the better! 
  

 The cost of sponsoring a child in Haiti is $360.00 for one year.  The payment can be made as one payment of 

$360.00, four quarterly payments of $90.00 each, or twelve $30.00 monthly payments. Three hundred and sixty dol-

lars for an entire year does not sound like an impossible goal for Amazing Grace members!  Twenty people chipping 

in $18.00 each could sponsor a child for one year!  Forty people putting together $9.00 per person could support a 

child for a year!  Our sponsorship would cost less than $1.00 per day!  Please prayerfully consider helping Amazing 

Grace adopt a Haitian child! 
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Established 1986 

 

Worship Schedule  

Sunday Worship  8:30 am & 11:00 am  

Sunday School at 9:45 am 
 

Midweek Grace Worship 

Wednesday 7:00 pm   
 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 
3305 Lawrenceville Highway 

Lawrenceville, Georgia 30044 

 

Phone:  (770) 381-1293  

 

Emails:      pastor.jason@tisgrace.org 

   office@tisgrace.org 

 

Web Site:  www.tisgrace.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

is a member congregation of the ELCA 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

 

 

Ministers:    Members of the Congregation 
 

Pastor: The Reverend Jason Talsness 
 
 

Amazing Grace Notes is the monthly newsletter for 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church in Lawrenceville, 

Georgia.  

 

Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of 

the proceeding month.   
 

For more information please contact the church 

office. 

AGLC COUNCIL & MINISTRY LEADERS 
(Council positions in bold and italic print) 

 

 

 

President:   Mike Alexander      770 972-9688 

 

Vice President:   David Berfield  678 662-7543 

 

Secretary:   Pam Spearman   770 597-5887 

 

Treasurer:   Bob Lee    770 662-8226 

 

Financial Admin.:  Jacob Crowe     770 381-5397 

 

Financial Secretary:  Kathi VanAcker     770 937-3441 

 

Property Management:  Robert Speddon         770 339-1743

  

 

Stewardship:  Mary Rhilinger   678 392-8189 

 

Action:   Elaine Schwartz   770 931-6977 

 

Cookie Ministry:   Lee Linda Baggett       770 925-9323 

 

Spiritual Directions:  Craig Storlie   678 985-9078

  

 

Altar Guild:  Judie Lee           770 662-8226 

 

Adult Choir:  Lois Simon       770 277-6659 

 

Worship & Music:  George Erdner   770 807-0412 

 

Education:  Deb Linke        770 638-9666 

 

Nursery Ministry:   Sue Hoefler       770 923-7488 
 

Vacation Bible School:  Wendy Oleksinski  404 431-7884

  
 

Youth Group:  Parry Moss       770 923-1045

  

 

Large Group:  Wayne Linke          404 788-0474                

 

Care Card Ministry:  LeeLinda Baggett      770 925-9323 

 

Prayer Chain:  Phyllis Moss       770 921-6688 

 

Small Groups:  Bob MacKinnon        770 972 8605 

 

 



 

AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

SEPTEMBER 2010 VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE  
 

 

 

  

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY - SUNDAYS 

  

HOSPITAL MINISTRY-WEDNESDAYS 

09/05 
 

09/12 

Team 1 
 

Team 2 

09/01 

 

09/08 

David Ludvigson 
 

Lee & Charlotte Bennett 

 

09/19 
 

09/26 

 

Team 3 
 

Team 4                                  

09/15 
 

09/22 

 

09/29 

Bob & Linda MacKinnon 
 

Richard & Hyla Lee 

 

Wayne Linke                  

 
 

COOKIE MINISTRY  
 

 

COUNTERS 

09/05 Martha Wroolie 09/05 Jackie & David Rager 

09/12 LeeLinda Baggett 09/12 Kendra & Bob Koch   

09/19 Trish Ladd-Thomas 09/19 Janet Hutchins & David Ludvigson     

09/26 Gwyn Plaster                                 09/26 Kathi & Chuck Van Acker   

 FLOWERS  ETERNAL CANDLE 

09/05 

 

09/12 

Nicole Speddon - In Honor of Wayne & Linda Linke‟s   37th 

Wedding Anniversary 

The Dovers‟ 12th Wedding Anniversary 

  

Lit to the Glory of God 

Youth Activities  
 We will be kicking off the 2010-2011 year with a 

pool and planning party at the Helfrich‟s home on  

Sunday, September 11, starting at 3:00pm. 

Food and drinks will be provided.  Please bring your 

swim suit, towel, water toys, sunscreen, cameras, 

video recorders, etc., to have a great time!   

Please contact Jennifer Helfrich at (770) 582 -1115 

with any questions or comments. 

 

We are looking for ideas to spark the youth group, so 

please bring ideas you think will be fun for the year!  



 

 Worship Schedule 
Sunday Worship at 8:30 am & 11:00 am  

Wednesday at 7:00pm Midweek Grace Worship 

From the Prayers  

and Cares Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Aline Brown, Bob Humphrey, Bob 

MacKinnon, Catherine Hutchins, 

Chuck Dickey, David Teal, Linda 

Linke, Mark Rink, Randy Bowers.  

All The Men and Women Serving 

Our Country. 
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Theology on Tap 
 

Everyone is invited to a special Theology on Tap, "An introduction to Islam". 

Our discussion will include a special guest, Mr. Tom Sorlie. Tom Sorlie re-

cently was awarded his Masters Degree in Religion at the University of 

Georgia, specializing in the development of modern Islamic trends and clas-

sical Arabic. While at the University of Georgia, Thomas lectured on the de-

velopment of literalist and political Islam and counter trends coming from 

within the Muslim world.  

 

Thursday, Sept. 9th at 7:30pm. Bambinellis‟  

Restaurant or another venue. Due to the potential popularity of this event, it 

may have to be moved to a larger venue. 

 

Please RSVP to this event at either pastor.jason@tisgrace.org or on the 

facebook page made especially for this event, "Theology on Tap AGLC - 

Intro to Islam".  
 

Our regular Theology on Tap will resume on Sept. 23rd at 7:30pm, at 

Bambinellis restaurant, located at the Kroger  

shopping center in Lilburn.   
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