
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The Bible, You and Us. 
 

 

 Amazing Grace is undergoing an exploration to learn of attitudes about Scripture in our  

congregation. One might wonder what the point would be to such an endeavor. We’re a Christian church, 

Christians believes the Bible to be the word of God, why complicate the matter by asking about attitudes? 

Besides, people get tired of filling out surveys. 

 

 But when spending time looking at the Bible, it doesn’t take long to realize that believing Scripture is 

one thing, but putting into practice this belief in the word of God is quite another. Consider the following four 

passages. All are from the Bible, yet there are varying ways these passages could be read and put into  

practice: 

 

+"If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; Matthew 18:8 

+Six days shall work be done, but the seventh day is a sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the LORD; whoever does any 

work on the sabbath day shall be put to death. Exodus 31:15 

+ Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28 

+…women should dress themselves modestly and decently in suitable clothing, not with their hair braided, or with 

gold, pearls, or expensive clothes, I Timothy 2:9 

+Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  John 

14:6 

 

 The Bible is: fascinating, challenging, comforting, confusing, inspiring, among many other things. 

Contrary to the some premature conclusions I reached as a teenager, the Bible is anything but boring. Yet 

experiences are varied: Some among us have been hurt by what has been done by others in the name of fol-

lowing the Bible. Others grew up without any exposure to the Bible now find refuge in the comfort it brings. 

Some people are embarrassed to admit about what they don’t know about the Bible, others are grateful for 

loving grand-parents and Sunday school teachers who conveyed a love of scripture to them. Even though 

there are manifold approaches and impressions of scripture in our community, it is rare that a congregation 

ever takes a systematic solicitation of feedback on the subject of scripture. Instead, we operate on a handful 

of collective assumptions that may or may not be accurate. 

 

 I invite you to please complete a “Book of Faith Assessment”. It can be taken anonymously, takes 

just a little more than five minutes, and is open and non-judgmental in it’s framing of the questions. Copies of 

the assessment are available in the narthex, as is a box to place them once completed. We will share some 

general statistics of what we learned from the assessments in the coming weeks.    

 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Grace Notes 
The Monthly Newsletter of  

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church  



 

 

Yoga classes still continue to 
meet at Amazing Grace,  
despite the weather. We've had 
to cancel class at least once a 

month in the past two months, so we're 
hoping that March is a little friendlier! 
We will meet on Sat March 13 and 20, 
two weeks in a row, at 9:00am in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

 

Jill Knueppel   
 

(cell) 404-840-5612 

CELEBRATION LUNCH 

GROUP  
 
 The Celebration Lunch Group will meet for 

lunch on SUNDAY MARCH 28th, right 

after church.   
 
 This group gets together to eat lunch out  
after church on the fourth Sunday every month to 
celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, and any other 
milestones or events in our lives. 

 
Please join us! 

 
For more information, please contact: 

Wayne Linke at:  (404) 788-0474 (cell) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

will be held on  

Monday,  March  1st and 

15th  at 7:00 PM. 
 

All are Welcome! 

HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS MEETING  
  

 Sunday, March 14, after the 11:00  

service, we will have a short meeting for all 
current and new members of our hospitality 
teams to go over responsibilities and expec-
tations of our  teams each week,  and answer 
any questions anyone might have.    
 
 If you cannot attend, have any  
questions about serving, or would like to 

serve on a team, please contact Wayne 

Linke at:  (404) 788 - 0474 .   

Jobseekers   

  

 Come and experience spiritual, emotional and profes-
sional connections at this small group lifeline devoted to the un-
employed and those seeking better employment.  
 

What is a small group? 
 

 A small group is comprised of 3 to 10 people who come 
together to build relationships through fellowship, accountabil-
ity, bible study, and prayer. The meeting will be held on  

Tuesday, MARCH 9th & 23rd at 10:30 a.m.,  
in the Fellowship Hall.  Led by Pastor Jason Talsness. 

 

 

Everyone welcome!  

THIRD SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be collecting non-perishable food items 

for the Lawrenceville Co-op on   

Sunday MARCH 21st! 
 

You can make a  difference by bringing your cans  

to the church! 
 

Every can counts!!!   
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Soup and Sandwich Suppers  

 

 

 Once again we will be joining together during the Lenten season to share a soup and sand-
wich supper before Wednesday evening Services on March 3, 10, 17 and 24. The meal will begin at 
6:30 pm followed by Worship Service at 7:30 pm. Everyone is invited to attend and is asked to bring 
soup and or sandwiches to share, drinks will be provided.    

 
 

This year in keeping with the emphasis on fasting and prayer  
we ask that no deserts be served.   

 
 
Please contact Gwyn Plaster at (770) 921-1173 or gtplaster@aol.com with any questions. 

HOLY WEEK CALENDAR 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

  PALM SUNDAY    MARCH 28 8:30 & 11:00 AM 
 

 

  MAUNDY THURSDAY   APRIL 1  7:30 PM 
 

 

  GOOD FRIDAY    APRIL 2  7:30 PM 
 

 

  EASTER SUNDAY   APRIL 4  8:30, 9:45, & 11:00 AM 

 

mailto:gtplaster@aol.com


 

AMAZING GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

MARCH 2010 VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE  
 

  

 

  

CHILDRENôS MESSAGE/READER MINISTRY 

 

  

HOSPITALITY MINISTRY - SUNDAYS 

03/07 

8:30 

11:00 

 

Pastor Jason 

Eric Dover 

03/07 
 

03/14 

Team 1 
 

Team 2 

03/14 

   8:30 

 11:00 

   

 

Pastor Jason 

Pastor Jason & Miranda Espinosa 

 

03/21 
 

03/28 

 

Team 3 
 

Team 4                                                 

03/21 

  8:30 

11:00 

 

Pastor Jason 

George Erdner 

  

HOSPITAL MINISTRY-WEDNESDAYS 

03/28 

  8:30 

11:00 

 

 

Pastor Jason 

Readerôs theater of the Passion of Luke - TBA  

03/03 

 

03/10 

David Ludvigson 
 

Lee & Charlotte Bennett 

04/04 

8:30 

9:45 

11:00 

                                                        

 TBA - Pastor Jason 

TBA - Amazing Grace Young People 

TBA - Bob Lee 

03/17 
 

03/24 

Bob & Linda MacKinnon 
 

Wayne Linke                  

 

 
 

COOKIE MINISTRY  
 

 

COUNTERS 

03/07 

 

Shirley Haselow 03/07 

 

Gary & Shirley Haselow 

03/14 Phyllis Moss 03/14 David & Jackie Rager 

03/21 Kathy Rhilinger 03/21 Bob & Kendra Koch  

03/28 Martha Wroolie 03/28 Janet Hutchins & David Ludvigson 

 ETERNAL CANDLE   ----------------------> 
 Lit to the Glory of God 



 

FLEA MARKET AT AGLC 
 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church is planning a Flea Market to benefit a prison ministry for women 

by providing Bibles, journals and supplies.   

 

The event is planned for Saturday, May 15
th

 2010  
at Amazing Grace Lutheran Church   

3305 Lawrenceville Highway, in Lawrenceville. 

 

You can help by donating: 

                  GENTLY USED ITEMS 

                  BAKED GOODS    

                  CRAFT ITEMS 

                  VOLUNTEERING  

                    

For More Info Call  

Jeanne (770) 807-0412 

Traci    (770) 381-5397  

Youth Valentineôs Spaghetti Dinner.   

 

The Valentine's Spaghetti dinner fund raiser has been  

rescheduled for Sunday, March 14th, immediately following the 

11am service. It will be a buffet-style luncheon.  

 Free will donations will benefit the mission trip  

and Amazing Grace Youth Ministries.  

 

See Wendy Oleksinski for details.  

(404) 431-7884  

 

 



 

CALENDAR 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Established 1986 

 

Worship Schedule  

Sunday Worship  8:30 am & 11:00 am  

Sunday School at 9:45 am 
 

Midweek Grace Worship 

Wednesday 7:00 pm   
 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 
3305 Lawrenceville Highway 

Lawrenceville, Georgia 30044 

 

Phone:  (770) 381-1293 or (770) 381-8177 

 

Emails:      pastor.jason@tisgrace.org 

   office@tisgrace.org 

 

Web Site:  www.tisgrace.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

is a member congregation of the ELCA 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

 

 

Ministers:    Members of the Congregation 
 

Pastor: The Reverend Jason Talsness 
 
 

Amazing Grace Notes is the monthly newsletter for 

Amazing Grace Lutheran Church in Lawrenceville, 

Georgia.  

 

Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of 

the proceeding month.   
 

For more information please contact the church 

office. 

AGLC COUNCIL & MINISTRY LEADERS 
(Council positions in bold and italic print) 

 

 

 

President:   Susan Stubbs      678 442-6725 

 

Vice President:   Mike Alexander     770 972-9688 

 

Secretary:   Sue Holzhausen   678 580-3440 

 

Treasurer:   Bob Lee    770 662-8226 

 

Financial Admin.:  Jacob Crowe     770 381-5397 

 

Financial Secretary:  Kathi VanAcker     770 937-3441 

 

Property Management:  Robert Humphrey       770 921-1983  

 

Stewardship:  Mary Rhilinger   770 209-7141 

 

Action:   Elaine Schwartz   770 931-6977 

 

Cookie Ministry:   Lee Linda Baggett       770 925-9323 

 

Spiritual Directions:  Craig Storlie   678 985-9078  

 

Altar Guild:  Judie Lee           770 662-8226 

 

Adult Choir:  Lois Simon       770 277-6659 

 

Worship & Music:  George Erdner   770 807-0412 

 

Learning ïEducation:  Janet Hutchins      770 822-1618 

 

Nursery Ministry:   Sue Hoefler       770 923-7488 
 

Vacation Bible School:  Wendy Oleksinski  404 431-7884  
 

Youth Group:  Parry Moss       770 923-1045  

 

Large Groups:  Gwyn Plaster          770 921-1173                

 

Care Card Ministry:  LeeLinda Baggett      770 925-9323 

 

Prayer Chain:  Phyllis Moss       770 921-6688 

 

Small Groups:  Kevin OôHara         678 863-0902 

 

 

 



 

Move your clock one hour 
 

forward at 2:00 AM on  
 

MARCH 14TH, 2010 
 

ORDER YOUR EASTER LILIES 

FOR THE SANCTUARY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I/We wish to donate ______ Lily (Lilies) to 

adorn the chancel area for the Easter ser-

vices, to the glory of God and: 
 

 

In Memory of: _____________________ 
 

  ___________________________ 

 

 

In Honor of:   _____________________ 
 

  ___________________________ 

 

 

Given by:  _______________________ 

 
 

 

Make your check payable to: ñAmazing Grace 

Lutheran Churchò for $12.00 each,  

earmarked: ñEaster Liliesò, or Donation and/or 

which charityò.   

 

Forms and checks may be placed either in the of-

fering plate or brought/mailed to the church office. 

 

The deadline to order is:  

March 28, 2010!  

 

 

 

Plants may be taken home on Easter Sunday, fol-

lowing the 11:00 Worship service! 

 

 

It is tax season again! 
 

 Before you know it, April 15th will be here.  
We are all gathering documents to prepare tax 
returns and hope for refunds instead of dreaded 
balances due. 
  
 Prayerfully consider what you might do 

with a refund.  Perhaps you could donate the  

refund or a portion of it to Amazing Grace.  Our 

Operating Budget has gotten off to a slow start in 

2010 and any additional funds would be a  

blessing.  Consider what you are able to give, and 

thank you for your ongoing support of Amazing 

Graceôs ministry! 

 

Jacob Crowe, 

LAMMNS of God Mission Trip  
July 11 -17 2010 

 

We will once again be traveling to Franklin, WV to join forces 
with Almost Heaven Habitat for Humanity. Adults and youth 
are needed! The only age requirement is that youth must be 12 
yrs or older to participate.  The cost of the trip this year is 
$300.00 per person. The $75 installments are due on the 3rd 
Sunday of each month.  
 

March 21 
April 18 
May 16 

 

If you are unable to go on the Mission Trip but would like to 
help someone else go, please see Liz Linke for information 
about full and partial scholarships. 
 

molelinke@aol.com 
(770) 317-6894  
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Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 

Joint Council Minutes 

February 9, 2010 @ 7:00pm 
 

Attendees:  Pastor Jason Talsness, Susan Stubbs, Gwyn Plaster, Robert Humphrey, Parry Moss, Sue Holzhausen, Mike Alexander, Jacob Crowe, 

George Erdner, Kevin O'Hara,   Absent:  Bob Lee, Janet Hutchins, Elaine Schwartz, Mary Rhilinger 
 

Devotion and Opening Prayer given by Parry Moss 

Secretaryõs Report: Jacob Crowe motioned to accept, George Erdner seconded, passed. 

Financial Officerõs Report: extreme shortfall in giving for the month of January.  Jacob is composing a message for the newsletter to remind 

everyone to be diligent in their giving to the church.  The church has money to operate, however we do need to think about expenses that can be 

cut if giving does not improve. 

Treasurerõs Report:  no report 

Pastorõs Report: First Communion: I will be offering a first communion instruction on Sunday afternoons in March.  Amazing Graceõs age for 

first communion instruction is first grade. First communion for these children would be Easter. Human Resources: We have reviewed the job 

descriptions for two of the staff members, the organist and music director, having finalized those with no significant changes since they were last 

reviewed some years ago. In March we will review the job description for the parish administrator. Haitian Dance Theater: On Friday, March 5, 

Epiphany Lutheran Church in Suwanee is hosting the St. Josephõs home for boys Resurrection Dance Theater. These are the people I stayed with 
on my trip to Haiti in November.  The exact date(s) and times are not out yet, and there are still some questions around getting VISAs for the 

young men, but as of this writing, the concert is being planned. Conference Dean: I have resigned from my position as conference dean. For the 

past four years I served in this volunteer position for the synod, acting as a liaison between the Bishopõs office and Gwinnett County area pastors 

as well as giving pastoral care to pastors when it was wanted or needed. I enjoyed being dean, but it was time to let someone else have that re-

sponsibility.  Surely in the near future I will be asked to serve the greater church in some other capacity. Weddings: The nuptial season is upon 

us, and I have been working with three couples doing marital preparation. These are non-member weddings, two in the spring, one at Amazing 

Grace April 4th and another on May 29th in Athens, GA. 

Ministry Reports:   Action:  2/18 Peachtree Symphonic Winds concert at 7:30pm at the 1st United Methodist church.  Our donation will be cookies, 

and we are all set with our donation. 

Youth:  game night was a success, Valentineõs spaghetti dinner on course, no one for the youth gathering in Georgia, Souperbowl Sunday we col-

lected $178.88 for the Lawrenceville Food Coop, we conducted a Bible study survey in the post confirmation class this past Sunday with plans 

evolving for a bible study for the youth to begin soon. Small Groups: under or unemployed group ð 10 families in the last six months from our 

congregation with at least one person affected. Large Groups: preparing for Lenten suppers starting on February 24th, supply closet is missing a 

significant amount of supplies ð will be adding a combination lock to the closet door.  George Erdner moved to add a lock to the closet door, Kevin 

OõHara seconded the motion, passed.  Education: children and adult Sunday school moving smoothly, contacting people to lead vbs, Bible assess-

ment ð hoping for a great response from the congregation in filling out the assessments.  Stewardship: no report  Worship & Music:  held brain-

storming session with ideas suggested.  Property/Facilities: no report. 

Old Business: Capital Improvement Committee Update ð two proposals brought to exec council ð interior doors for entrance to sanctuary, 

cost including installation and delivery of $2800 (under budget).  Also proposed is a redoing of the outside entrance to the sanctuary to improve 
the slope and add a curb ramp.  The proposal includes two steps, but also a gentle sloped ramp for those who need barrier free access.  George 

Erdner moved to accept the proposal for the interior doors and to give the committee permission to pursue estimates for the entryway, Kevin 
OõHara seconded the motion, passed. 

New Business:  Benefit concert March 20 at Berkmar High School ð Godõs hands for Haiti, 10 acts already lined up by church praise bands, 
George Erdner is asking for official sponsorship from Amazing Grace to secure the high school.  The churchõs insurance policy needs to be re-

viewed to see if our policy will allow.  Robert Humphrey moved to allow council to act as principal sponsor if executive council finds that our insur-

ance will cover the event. Kevin OõHara seconded the motion, passed.  Celebrate Recovery group needs to raise money to purchase Bibles and 

would like permission to use facilty to have a flea market on May 15th.  George Erdner moved to allow group to use facility as long as they know that 

no storage will be allowed and everything is to be removed by the end of day.  Jacob Crowe seconded, passed. 

Thank Youõs: Bob Mckinnon and all the men who organized the menõs retreat, people who brought food for the two funerals, Kevin and Hannah 

OõHara for the Wii games on game night, Ken Helfrich for installing the coffee maker, Jennifer Helfrich for teaching confirmation, George Erdner 

for exploring and coordinating the concert for Haiti, Jim Burt for running the unemployment group. 

Motion to adjourn by George Erdner, seconded by Jacob Crowe, passed. 

Closing Prayer by Kevin OõHara 
 

Respectfully Submitted by Suzanne Holzhausen  



 

LAWRENCEVILLE COOPERATIVE MINISTRY 
 

 

WOW!  We have had a taste of snow for 2010 and I am so thankful that it is at present, gone!    

 

 The snows all over the country as well as the earthquakes in Haiti have brought our  

attention to how vulnerable all of us are to natural occurrences that are beyond our control! 

  

 We do not have the big snows nor earthquakes here in Lawrenceville causing the need for  

immediate aid, but we do have a condition that is beyond our control - unemployment!  The 

Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry is one way that God has brought aid for the needs of our 

community in these tough times of few jobs and little money. 
  

 In my last article, I spoke of a challenge for Super Bowl Sunday!  The New Orleans Saints 

beat the Indianapolis Colts 31 to 17!  Our Food Bank challenge out front of Amazing Grace sort 

of predicted the winners with a collection of 158 items in the Saints vehicle compared to 52 

items placed in the Colts vehicle!   
  

Please watch for the total dollar amount collected by the Youth Group for the Souper Bowl of 

Caring! 
  

 Since my last report, Amazing Grace has generously donated 311 items.  Six blankets and 

two coats were lovingly sewn by the Knit Together group and are included in that number!  I 

trust those were very appreciated during the recent snowstorm!  Thank you, Amazing Grace, for 

your kindhearted support of our neighbors in need! 

  

 I am including a  list of items needed at the Coop for those in our community who need a 

little assistance.  The Co-op can really use beans - dried or canned; spaghetti and sauce;  flour, 
sugar, pancake mix, syrup, corn bread mixes, stove top stuffing,  and cake mixes; laundry  
detergent, soap, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, canned or powdered milk, and soups (dry or 
canned).  There is also a need for financial support for the Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministryôs 
Food Bank!   
  

 As I close for another month, I would like to remind everyone to take a moment to thank 

God for the many blessings we receive every day.  Jesus continually urged us ñto share with one 

anotherò what God first gave us!  Please pray for those in our community who need the services 

of the Lawrenceville Cooperative Ministry and consider helping our neighbors through these 

hard times with your donations. Every can and penny will make a difference! 
 

 

Godôs Blessings to each of you always, 

Linda MacKinnon  

 



 

 

RESURRECTION DANCE THEATER  

ANNOUNCEMENT 



 

 Worship Schedule 
Sunday Worship at 8:30 am & 11:00 am  

Wednesday at 7:00 pm  Midweek Grace Worship 

From the Prayers and   

Cares Corner 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Aline Brown, Catherine Hutchins, Charlotte 

Bennett, David Teal, Linda Linke, Mark Rink. 

All The Men & Women Serving Our Country. 
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Theology on Tap 
 

This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.  

Luke 15:2 

 

March 11th & 25th at 7:30 PM 
   

 Some people find church an uncomfortable place 

to talk about God.  Therefore, Pastor Talsness will be en-

gaging the community in conversation about faith, God, 

and life, in the more relaxed setting of a bar and restaurant. 
  

 Thursday evenings at Bambinellis restaurant in Lil-

burn from 7:30-9:00pm, Pastor Talsness will be available 

for questions, thoughts, and discussion. Theology on Tap 

aims to discuss Christian thought in a non-threatening, 

comfortable environment.   
 

Bring a friend, make a referral, or come on your owné all 

are welcome!  
 

Bambinellis is conveniently located in the Kroger  

shopping center at the corner of Beaver Ruin  

and Lawrenceville Highway.  
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